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DR. HERBERT BEMERTON BATTLE 


1862-1929 


‘TO THE MEMORY OF HERBERT B. BATTLE 
“Generous friend, useful citizen, untiring civie worker, faithful Churchman,” 


“Montgomery and her people will miss Dr. Battle. Thirty years ago he came 
here to make his home, and from the hour he first set foot in our beautiful city to 
the hour that he lay down to die Dr. Battle was a good and upright citizen. He 
loved Montgomery and her people with a love that was touching, and because he 
loved her he worked hard and untiringly to advance every cause that helped her 
welfare. 


“Dy, Battle was interested in Montgomery’s history and the history of the 
state, so he joined the Alabama Anthropological Socicty and at the time of his 
death was its president and one of its most useful members. 


“Dr, Battle realized that the Boy Scout movement was one of the finest things 
in all the country, a great influence for good, so he identified himself with the 
Montgomery Council and did his full part to uplift the boy life of this city. 


“Dr, Battle knew that there was need for civic clubs in our community. He 
knew of the good that they did. He knew that they performed useful service. He 
was no unkind critic of them. He joined the Rotary Club of Montgomery and there 
liad an enthusiastic part in all its work. : 


“Dr. Battle was a man of strong religious convictions. He believed in Jesus 
Christ, not, as some men do, with apologies, but he believed in Him as the Son 
vf God and in the Church as His Body. He never regarded his Church (the Epis- 
copal) as a mere human society, a sort of glorified fraternal society or lodge. He 
laiew that it was more than a human society. He believed in the Church as the re- 
pository of God’s grace, where men might turn for divine strength and help. He 
supported his Church loyally. He attended its services regularly, gave liberally 
of his means, and took part in all its activities. He was the firm and abiding 
friend of lis rector and did all he could to help him in his great duties and tasks. 
He was a good Christian because he lived the Christian life daily. 


“Dr. Battle’s body will sleep in the old cemetery at Raleigh, surrounded by 
the bodies of his kinspeople and friends, and close beside the devoted wife who 
passed on ten years ago. But his memory will always live among the people of 
Montgomery. They will recall to mind the man of the outstretched hand, the citi- 
zen who builded up his town, and the kindly spirit who went about, modestly and 
quietly, doing good and relieving suffering. Montgomery will miss Dr. Herbert 


B. Battle, but it will not forget him, for his memory will ever abide as a strength- 
cning and comforting influence.” 


Judge Walter B. Jones in the Montgomery Advertiser, July 8, 1929. 
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FOREWORD 


The father of the Battle Book was Dr. Herbert Bemerton Battle of Montgom- 
ery, Alabama. The plan is his; he collected most of the material; and to him are 
due most of the book’s distinguishing features. Of its inception he wrote the fol- 
lowing account in 1923: 

“Tt has often been a source of wonder to me why the genealogy of our family 
should interest me so greatly. Perhaps it may be explained, in part at least, by 
the fact that both of my parents were of the Battle name and distant cousins. 
By the irony of fate, or, more strictly speaking, the religious zeal of my mother, 
1 did not come into possession of the name of an ancestor or even a close-by rela- 
tive. Perhaps the name of the English clergyman and poet, George Herbert, of 
Bemerton, which was given to me, may have instilled seme love for truth and beauty 
and the desire to preserve them, as exemplified in our past, for the benefit of pos- 
terity. . 
“Time is rapidly passing, the older members of the family are fast leaving 
us, and soon whatever might have been available in the past or at present or in the 
few years to come will have been lost forever. In fact, during the comparatively 
short time in which I have been engaged in collecting these records, I have felt and 
do feel now that, if they had not been preserved in this way, they would never have 
been available to any one. Important letters and books, especially family Bibles, have 
already been lost by fire or otherwise and soon it will not be possible to secure and 
preserve at any cost the records so essential for such a history as this. I must 
mention here, and very sadly too, the loss by fire in August, 1902, at Winston-Sa- 
lem, N. C., of that most cherished volume, the family Bible of the first Elisha Bat- 
tle, whom we have affectionately dubbed “the Great,” or “the Patriarch”, with 
records in his own handwriting of the family events as they occurred. Nothing can 
ever replace the loss of this link that directly connected us of the present with this 
particular ancestor of the past. . 

“The first direct cause of my interest in genealogical matters was a chart 
showing the genealogy of the Battle family, prepared by the late Governor H. T. 
Clark, of North Carolina, a genealogist of tireless energy. This was written on 
blue document paper, sixteen by tweny-five inches in size, and gives the children, 
grandchildren, and great grandchildren of Elisha Battle I. It was prepared by Gov- 
ernor Clark about 1867, only a few years before his death, and presented to my fath- 
er, Dr. Kemp P. Battle. Few dates are given, but the records are surprisingly accu- 
rate in so far as the children and grandchildren are concerned. The record of the 
next generation is incomplete as might be expected, due largely to their dispersion 
from the land of their nativity, Edgecombe County, North Carolina. In 1886, I be- 
gan an endeavor to enlarge and extend this record to include all of the descendants 
of Elisha Battle I, and to collect the exact dates of their birth, marriage, and death. 
In July, 1890, this had so far progressed as to cover a sheet in size twenty-four by 
twenty-four inches, so completely and intricately that few would have the time or 
the patience to decipher it. My next idea was to enlarge the sheet into a wall 
chart, but no wall could be found with a free space sufficient to hold it and this 
also was abandoned. Separate sheets were then decided upon. These developed into 
the Tables which make up the bulk of this volume. 
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“Up to this time, there was no thought of a printed publication, for my high- 
est ambition was to prepare a single copy for the use of my own individua] family. 
But soon interested relatives began to request copies for themselves. The next 
thought was to prepare a few copies by the use of some duplicating process, but 
this was finally abandoned as impracticable. The outcome of it all is the present 
subscription publication, to include all of the Battle stock from the earliest times, 
with brief sketches of each member, as far as they could be procured. 

“Ag sources for the information contained in this book I would name espe- 
aially the following: 

“1. The Governor Clark Chart. I cannot speak too highly of this important 
paper and the extreme care displayed by the author in its preparation. If this 
chart had not been prepared, it can certainly be said that this present publication 
would never have been concluded or in fact even commenced. [A photographie re- 
production will be found on the page preceding Chapter III.] 

“9. Memoirs of the Battle Family to 1820, prepared by Dr, Jeremiah 
Battle, a grandson of the first Elisha Battle, in Raleigh, N. C. The original has 
long since been lost. Only three copies are known to have existed. One was made 
for a Texas relative in 1868, but has since been lost; a second copy was owned in 
North Carolina, but this too was lost. The third and only copy now extant was 


‘made from the original by my father, Dr. K. P. Battle, in Raleigh, N. C., in 1854. 


This also was supposed for many years to have been lost, but was accidentally 
found by me in 1879, partially mutilated, but at the same time safely stowed away 
underneath the springs of a large hair-cloth upholstered sofa! The introduction 
to these Memoirs concisely describes the author’s motives: ‘At the request of 
yourself and several of our common relatives, I now proceed to the task of putting 
down such an account of our family as my information may enable me.’ It is very 
likely that Gov. Clark had access to these memoirs, in which case his task must 
have been greatly lightened. The author mentions a definite request on the part 
of a particular relative. There may have been an agreement with this relative for 
each to write a history of the family so far as it related to his own branch. On 
this hypothesis, the writing at approximately the same time of a history ‘of the 
family by a relative in a distant state can casily be explained. Dr. Jeremiah Bat- 
tle’s Memoirs relate entirely to the descendants of the first Elisha Battle. They 
are well written and show great care in their preparation. [They are printed in 
full in Chapter III.] 

“3 Historical Sketch of the Battle Family to 1820, At about the same time 
that Dr. Jeremiah Battle wrote his Memoirs a distant relative in Georgia wrote 
A Few Traditional Sketches Relative to the Origin of the Battle Family to 
gether with Their Immigration to North America. Their author was William 
Sumner Battle, a son of Jesse Battle, who was 2 nephew of the first Elisha Battle. 
Jesse Battle followed Elisha from Virginia and lived for ten years near him in 
Edgecombe County, N. C. Afterwards he and his son, William Sumner Battle, 


settled in Georgia. It is not known when these sketches were written, but from 


the number and names of the children recorded in a certain family it must have 
been about 1820, the year when Dr. Jeremiah Battle wrote his Memoirs. The origi- 
nal of this paper has long since been lost, and there are no known copies anywhere 
existing except in Georgin and the states to the southwest. In fact, the family in 
North Carolina did not know of the existence of such a history until it was located 
by me in 1896 through correspondence with certain relatives residing in Alabama. 
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1 have inspected several copies obtained from different sources. They show wide 
divergence in language and fullness. This proves conclusively that various copies 
were made by different persons from the original or from other copies at widely 
different intervals. The fullest text I have seen was obtained from: Mrs. J. J. 

Callaway of Batesville, Ark. [It is given in full in Chapter IT. ] It descended to Mrs, 

Callaway from Oliver Porter Fears, who wrote about 1878 on addendum to the 
Sketehes, and ineluded his branch of the family in much detail up to the time of 
his writing. These sketches have proven invaluable to me in the preparation of this 
history. Without them, I would be without authoritative account from a family 
source of the earliest period of the family in America. The court and land office 
records in Virginia and North Carolina carefully examined by me at a later period, 
confirm in a very remarkable degree the details of these sketches.” 

To the sources mentioned by Dr. Battle should be added: 

Allen, Mrs. Minnie Battle, U'he Battle Families and Their Kin, in Mrs. H. D. 
Pittman’s Americans of Gentle Birth and Their Ancestors, St. Louis, 1907. 

Arthur, Mrs, J. J., Annals of the Fowler Family, Austin, Texas, 1901. 

Boddie, J. T., and Boddie, J. B., The Boddie and Allied Families, Chicago, 
1918. 

Jones, Walter B., John Burgwin, Carolinian, and John Jones, Virginian, Mont- 
gomery, Alabama, 1913. 

Marquis, A. N., Who’s Who in America, Chicago, 1899—. 

Saunders, W. L., Editor, Lhe Colonial Records of North Carolina, Raleigh, N. 
C., 1886-1890. 

Stroud, A. B., The Strouds, Lakeland, Fla., 1919. 

University of North Carolina, Sketches of the History of the University of 
North Carolina, together with a Catalogue of Officers and Students, 1789-1889, 
published by the University, 1889. 

University of North Carolina, Alumni History, Daniel Lindsey Grant, ee 
tive Secretary General Alumni Association, Second Edition, Durham, N. C., 1924. 

Wheeler, John H., Historical Sketches of North Carolina, Philadelphia, 1851. 

Wheeler, John H., Reminiscences and Memoirs of North Carolina and Eai- 
nent North Carolinians, Columbus, Ohio, 1884. 

5, Of far greater value was the information secured by Dr. Battle through 
an enormous correspondence all over the country extending through many years. 


Sometimes he found indifference, sometimes actual hostility to the very notion of a 


Battle Book, but in the main there was keen interest and abundant willingness 
to help. The following list gives the names of those who were of most assistance. 
To them all he wished to express his warmest thanks. 

Mrs. Minnie Battle Allen, Sharon, Ga.; Mrs. J. J. Arthur, Austin, Texas; 
George A. Bassford, Ashland, Wis.; Dr. A. J, Battle, Macon, Ga.; Miss Bertha A. 
Battle, Huntsville, Ala.; Josiah Fort Battle, Dallas, Texas; Dr. Kemp P. Battle, 
Chapel Hill, N. C.; Mrs. Mary Parker Battle, Rocky Mount, N. C.; Judge N. W. 
Battle, Seattle, Wash.; Miss Elizabeth Benagh, Nashville, Tenn.; Rev. F. F. 
Bledsoe, Skidmore, Texas; Mrs. E, A. Bowers, Clay City, Kans.; Mr. Clarence 
I.con Carter, Houston, Texas; Miss Leona Mue Carter, Dallas, Texas; Mrs. M. H. 
Chance, Texarkana, Texas; Mrs. Tallulah H. Chapman, Quitman, Fla.; Mrs. Eliza- 
heth C. Coram, Tampa, Fla.; Mrs. Amanda W. Coulter, Clarksville, Tenn.; Mr. 
Frank B, Daney, Baltimore, Md.; Miss Anne DeMoville, Nashville, Tenn.; Mrs. 
A. G. Eakins, Shawnee, Okla.; Mrs, Ada B. Ector, Texarkana, Texas; Miss Liz- 
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zie Fort, Nashville, Tenn.; Mrs. Miriam Fort Gill, Paris, Texas; Mrs. Alice B. 
Glaze, Nolensville, Tenn.; Mrs, Ora B. Gray, Brownsville, ‘Tenn. ; Mrs. J. L. 
Harrison, Montezuma, Ga.; Mrs. A. I’. Hodges, Andersonville, Ga.; Mrs J. H. 
Hoskins, Brunswick, Ga.; Mrs. James Manly Jones, Pine Level, Ala.; Mrs. E. C. 
Long, San Antonio, Texas; Miss Lena Long, Atlanta, Ga.; Mrs. E. B. Lynch, Bos- 
ton, Texas; Miss Effie McIver, Nashville, Tenn.; Mrs. Thomas H, Malone, Nash- 
ville, Tenn.; Mr. J. W. Nisbet, Macon, Ga.; Miss Annie B. Northen, Atlanta, Ga.; 
Mrs. Edgar Allan Poe, Baltimore, Md.; Mrs. Lucy P. Russell, Rockingham, N. C.; 
Miss Laura Scott, Nashville, N. C.; Mrs. Mary E. Scott, Nashville, N. C.; Miss 
Minnie McGee Stanford, San Marcos, Texas; Mrs, Sarah M. L. Taylor, Atlanta, 
Ga.; Miss Fannie Van Zandt, Fort Worth, Texas; Mrs. M. B. Wharton, Eufaula, 
Ala.; Mrs. E. T. Whatley, Brunswick, Ga.; Mrs. T. J. Wood, Oklahoma City, 
Okla.; Mrs. W. H. Wood, Waco, Texas; Mr. Eugene Earl Wright, New Orleans, 
La, 

6. Further assistance was had by consulting Court House records and his- 
torical collections wherever they seemed to promise anything of value. 

It was a great source of regret that the investigation could not have extend- 
ed to the old home across the ocean. a 

Dr. Battle’s interest never flagged, but unhappily the circumstances of his life 
were such that he could not work continuously at his task. He began in 1886 and 
was forced to stop. In 1901 he began again and once more he had to lay the 
work aside. Additional work was done in 1912, this time with the capable assist- 
ance of his daughter, Nell, now Mrs. John M. Booker, and again in 1919. of 
course every discontinuance involved loss. Connections were broken. Information 


went out of date. Subscriptions taken had to be returned till a more convenient 


season. Many of the cuts made to illustrate the book became unsuitable for use. 

Of course too all this clerical work and postage, these journeys to consult 
records, this printing of forms and announcements, this making of charts and 
tables, involved no small expense. Dr. Battle bore it gladly out of his extremely 
limited means with not the smallest hope of return. He felt he should be fortu- 
nate if subscriptions should pay for the actual cost of publication. But the time 
came when he must have relief if the work was to be completed. His only resource 
was to appeal to other members of the family. They responded gladly. In 1928 
a Publishing Committee was formed as follows: George Gordon Battle, New York 
City; Thomas Hall Battle, Rocky Mount, N. C.; Samuel Westray Battle, M. D., 


Ashevilie, N. C.; Kemp Plummer Battle, M. D., Raleigh, N. C.; William James - 


Battle, University of Texas, Austin; Frank Battle Dancy, Baltimore, Md.; Kemp 
Plummer Lewis, Durham, N. C.; William Smith Battle, Roanoke, Va.; Herbert B. 
Battle, Montgomery, Ale. 

New plans were formulated, new announcements made, a new subscription 
list started. The amount of material had now become so enormous and the cost 
of printing had so increased that the price of the book had to be more than doubled. 
Nevertheless subscriptions were received in encouraging number. The interest of 
the family in the project was still keen. But once more unavoidable accidents 
caused delay. Not till the December of 1927 could work on the book be seriously 
taken mp again. This time Dr. Battle was fortunate enough to engage the services 
of a really competent assistant, Miss Lois Yelverton of Montgomery, Ala. De- 
scendant of an old South Carolina family which had moved to Alabama in 1824, 
Miss Yelverton had had twelve years of experience as a teacher and three years 
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subsequent training in historical and genealogical research, devoting considerable 
attention to the court house records in Virginia, North Carolina, and Alabama. 


An active member of the Daughters of the American Revolution, the United Daugh- 


ters of the Confederacy, and the Alabama Anthropological Society, she had com- 
piled a genealogy of her own family and had made contributions to the publications 
of the Anthropological Society. She entered on the work of the Battle Book with 
enthusiasm and presently was as familiar with its details as Dr. Battle himself. 
So many years had now elapsed since its inception that everything had to be gone 
over afresh, information had to be brought up to date, new tables made, new illus- 
trations secured, new subscriptions taken, Substantial progress had been made 
and the outlook for early publication was good when Dr. Battle died of a sudden 
attack of heart failure July 3, 1929. He had been called away before he saw the 
cherished desire of his heart fulfilled. 

To the members of Dr. Battle’s immediate family it seemed intolerable that 
such devoted work should go for naught, such an extensive accumulation of infor- 
mation as to the Battle family remain inaccessible. Of the Publishing Committee 
of 1923 S. Westray Battle of Asheville, N. C., Kemp P. Battle of Raleigh, N. C., 
and Frank B. Dancy of Baltimore had also died and it was necessary to form a 
new Committee. Through the efforts of Thomas H. Battle of Rocky Mount, N. C., 
the new Committee was constituted as follows: George Gordon Battle, New York 
City; Thomas H. Battle, Rocky Mount, N. C.; Mrs. K. P. Battle, Raleigh, N. C.; 
William James Battle, Austin, Texas; Mrs. Frank B. Dancy, Baltimore, Md.; Kemp 
P. Lewis, Durham, N. C.; Richard H. Lewis, Oxford, N. C.; Ivey F. Lewis, Uni- 


versity of Virginia; William S. Battle, Roanoke, Va.; Col. Marion S. Battle, U. S.° 


Army; Mrs. John M. Booker, Chapel Hill, N. C.; J. Wilson Battle, Montgomery, 
Ala.; Kemp D. Battle, Rocky Mount, N. C.; Hyman L. Battle, Rocky Mount, N. C. 

Each member of the Committee agreed to furnish a definite part of the sum 
required to complete the work. Professor W. J. Battle, of the University of Texas, 
Austin, was asked to act as supervisor and Miss Lois Yelverton to continue the 
work she had so well begun. An office was equipped in the Bell Building at Mont- 
gomery, Ala., and the work went on without a break. The Battle Book is now pre- 
sented to the subscribers, not as without error, not as containing all it ought to 
contain, but as a piece of conscientious work, the fruit of love for the family name 
and devotion to the memory of a noble man. It is published essentially as Dr. Bat- 
tle wished it. A few changes have been made from his plan. but nothing has been 
omitted that would have added materially to its value. 

The present Committee has no plans for the future but the writer will under- 
take to receive corrections and additions and to keep them for the use of coming 
family historians. 

A word may be said as to the introductory chapters. They are intended not 
as a history of the family but as glimpses here and there into some interesting 
parts of that history, Chapter I outlines the general westward movement of the 
family. Chapters JI and III give the classic narratives in which the Genealogical 
Tables of Chapter XIII have their beginnings. Chapter IV gives an account of 
the devices which the family has by common consent adopted as symbols of its 
ideals. Chapter V shows how in early days a foothold was acquired in the wilder- 
ness and how the fathers handed down their estates. Chapter VI recalls the 
hardships of pioneering days. Chapter VII gives a few examples of the letters 
that oldtimers used to write, though it has not seemed to be fair to print them with- 
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out making a few corrections of careless slips—there are enough left! Chapter 
VIII gives an account of Cool Spring, Edgecombe Co., N.C., home of Elisha Bat- 
tle I, earlicst and most revered of all the North Carolina Battle homes. Chapter IX 
tells of life at Senlac, another Battle home in North Carolina dear to many of the 
name, Chapter X gives the songs in which Senlac used to delight, recalling a 
phase of old time Southern life that may be a relief from the solid facts of the rest 
of the book. Chapter XI gives an account of an eminently useful life, chosen not 


because others are not also worthy of honor but because this was to the father of 
the Battle Book the best known and best loved of all. 


Chapter XII is a sort of 
basket of memories, sacred and sccular. 


WILLIAM JAMES BATTLE. 
University of Texas, Austin, Texas. 
December 1, 1930. 
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THE BATTLE BOOK 


CHAPTER I 
WESTWARD HO! 


The movement of the Battle family like that of the English speaking race in 
general has been steadily westward. Its history in the Old World has not been 
studied. No written records are known that bind together the family on the two 
sides of the ocean. Only traditions remain and these are but slight. William Sum- 
ner Battle! says the first account he had of the Battle family was that their former 
residence was in Yorkshire, England, whence, disgusted by the passage of some 
ecclesiastical edicts, they fled to Ireland as an asylum and stayed there two years, 
only to be driven thence by the same edicts. Being dissenters from the established 
religion of the day there was no alternative left them but to flee still further and 
they made their way to Virginia, as we know from other sources, in the years 1653 
and 1654. What their form of belief was is purely guess-work. As Cromwell 
was then in power, they could not have been fleeing Anglicanism. That they came 
to Virginia rather than New England would indicate that they were not Puritans. 
That their descendants in North Carolina less than a century later’ were Baptists 
would lead us to think that they were not Anglicans. Possibly they were Baptists 
before they left England. 

The Battles did not come to Virginia by themselves: with them were Hunters, 
Sumners, Bakers, etc., connected by marriage and other ties, evidently a considera- 
ble company. Most of them are said to have been in good circumstances in England. 
They certainly secured good grants of land in Virginia. 

The name in England was spelled in almost as many ways as Shakespeare: 
Battaille, Battaile, Battayll, Battelle, Battell, Batelle, Battile, Battel, Battle, 
Batle, Battles, Batles. The origin of the name is purely a matter of conjecture, 
but probably we have a place-name, for example, John of the Battle, John who lived 
near the battlefield, or possibly in some village called after a battle. Indeed there 
is actual record of a John of Battle as a member of a jury in the time of Cromwell. 
What particular battle gave rise to the name, or whether it came from more than one 
is not clear. There is a village in Lincolnshire called Battle Flats, after the battle 
of Stamford Bridge, fought in the fifth century. Battle, a town in Sussex, got its 
name from the battle of Senlac or Hastings, fought close by. President Battle, of 
Chapel Hill, N. C., was so partial to the possible Senlac origin of the name that he 
called his home Senlac. 

As uncertain as the origin of the name is the race of the family. The longer 
spelling would indicate French—Norman or Huguenot. William Sumner Battle’s 
story of religious dissatisfaction in the 17th century might point to a Huguenot 
origin, though Huguenots were usually well-treated in England. The use of the 
papal cross crosslet in the Battayll or Battaille crest might indicate Church devo- 
tion long before the days of the Huguenots. 


'See Chapter II. 


OWANAD 


yveeli winoovoswd 


NOLDATIOS AD 
ER 


| 


2 THE BATTLE BOOK 


In modern days, besides Charles Lamb’s old Sarah Battle (now with God) who 
next to her devotions loved a good game at whist, and Thomas Hood’s Ben Battle 
who was a soldier bold, there have been sundry respectable wearers of the name in 
England. The Mayor of Lincoln in 1881 was a Battle, and a year or two ago the 
London Directory showed a clergyman and a physician and sundry more of the 
name. 

Wherever the Battles came from, whoever they were, whyever they left Eng- 
land, once in America they acquired land and ever more land, worked hard and pros- 
pered comfortably. From Virginia they pushed on into North Carolina and became 
possessed of extensive tracts, especially in Hertford, Edgecombe, Nash, and Onslow 
counties. Seeking more land they emigrated to Georgia, Tennessee, Alabama, Mis- 
sissippi, Louisiana, Texas. Land-hunger seems to have been in the blood. Land 
so long meant wealth and influence that even the ruin of the Civil War and Recon- 
struction did not eradicate it. Under changed conditions land has meant poverty 
rather than wealth, divers Battles have been land-poor, and now most of the family 
land has gone into other hands, but even yet love of land still leads many a Battle 
city-dweller to look regretfully to the farm of his birth. The westward urge did not 
stop with Louisiana and Texas. There are numerous representatives of the family 
in Utah and on the Pacific Coast. In the service of the nation others have gone 
still further west to the Hawaiian Islands and the Philippines. 

On the whole the Battles seem to have deserved well of their country. They 
are no longer only Baptists—there are Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Roman Catho- 
lies, followers of all sorts of faiths—but they are apt to look on religion as a serious 
matter and in religion they often find a source of public spirit. The leading facts 
are to be found in the Genealogical Tables. 

So far as is known to the compilers of this book, no connection has been traced 
between the Battle family and any that spells its name differently. Yet the fact 
that the earliest Virginia Battles spelled their name also Battell and Batell makes a 


connection not improbable. 
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CHAPTER IJ 


HISTORICAL SKETCH OF THE BATTLE FAMILY TO 1820 


A FEW TRADITIONAL SKETCHES RELATIVE TO ORIGIN OF THE BATTLE 
FAMILY TOGETHER WITH THEIR IMMIGRATION TO 
NORTH AMERICA 


by 
WILLIAM SUMNER BATTLEt 


The first account I have of them was that their former residence was in York- 
shire, England, from whence one of them by the name of William’, with his wife and 
two children, a son by the name of William and a daughter by the name of Alsey, 
together with sundry of their neighbors, being disgusted by the passage of some 
ecclesiastica! edicts fled to Ireland as an asylum where they remained two years, but 
the same offensive edicts found their way into this island also. Being thus driven 
from post to pillow, as it were, and being dissenters from the established religion 
of the day, there was no alternative left but yield or flee the country. They chose 
the latter and accordingly embarked for America, and landed at Norfolk, or perhaps 
came up Nansamon River as high as Suffolk, before they landed, but in what date 
I am not informed. Yet it is evident they settled on the branch of the Nansamon 
River, especially the one called the South Branch, the country at that time being one 
continued forest, excepted the Indian villages cleared by them. As to the name of 
the English government the * * * * * accordingly entered land according to the 
English laws in that * * * * cause and manner of these emigrants, I am not inform- 
ed, but I recollect that * * * made and provided.* 

Besides Battle and his family there were others by the name of Hunter, Sum- 
ner, Baker, ete. These were connected by marriage, ete., and it is presumable that 
the greater part of the settlers in that part of the country emigrated at the same 
time, but of this we have no certainty, more than that a considerable number emi- 
grated with them, It has been said that the most of these people were in good cir- 
cumstances as it respects property and especially before they left the land of their 
nativity. 

Battle obtained the King’s Patent (as their grant for land was then called) for 
one thousand acres on which he settled his family and spent his days, but while he 
yet lived, his son married Wm. Hunter’s daughter whose name was Sarah, after 
which he formed a separate settlement but on the same tract of land and finally be- 
came heir to the whole of the real estate of his father. His children were William, 
John, Elisha, Sarah, and Mary. I do not recollect who William married but I pre- 
sume a daughter of Dr. John Brown by whom he had an only son named William 
after himself who died without issue. 

John (who is my Grandfather) married Sarah, daughter of the said Dr. John 
Brown, by whom he had five children and died, i. ¢., Sarah who married a man by 


‘See Foreword and Table 4. 


2This traditional name William is incorrect. It should be John. 
aThe asterisks indicate illegible words, 
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the name of Richard Yates and had several children. The names I have forgotten, 
except her oldest son Jesse. 

Mary who marricd James Norfleet by whom she had several children, but I now 
recolleel only the name of Sally, whose first husband was Elias Hilliard and second 
Col, William Horn, 

And Martha who married Isaae Dortch and moved to the State of Tennessee, 
and after the death of My. Norfleet the widow married Sansuel Lawrence, 

William who married a woman by the mame of Martha Drake by whom he had 
several children, that is, Sarah who [ think marricd a man by the name of Rutland 
and lived on Roan Oxuk River, 

Jolin, who married a wife by the name of Moore and moved from Wine Creek, 
where hig father lived and died, to Anson County, North Carolina, to a place called 
Little Branch Creek, a branch of the Great Pedee River where he has since died. 

The last I know of Jesse (brother of the above), he was living on the south side 
of the river in the neighborhood of his nativity. 

The next was Elizabeth, who married Randolph Rutland of Hancock County, 
in the State of Georgia and the vicinity of Powelton, who died in a few days after 
she reached her home in Georgia. . 

The next I believe was Josial and the last account from him says he was engag- 
td in the mereantile business in Winton, on the Chowan River. I am of the opinion 
that he had a brother by the name of James, but of this I am not certain. 

Priscilla who married Benjamin Forsett, a son of the Frenchman, near Suffolk 
upper Parish of Nansamon County, Virginia, and by him had two children, both 
daughters, the oldest (Sally) who married » man by the name of Robert Bowling 
formerly of the city of Baltimore, but who spent the latter part of his life in the city 
of Richmond in Virginia. ‘They also had five children married, Benjamin, Moses, 
Sally, Betsey and perhaps John, the youngest Elizabeth, in Windsor, Bertie County, 
North Carolina, whither her father had moved in the time of the Revolutionary war, 
to a man by the name of Benjamine Moore, by whom she had two daughters Susan 
and Priscilla, Moore was killed by the aceidental discharge of his gun, Elizabeth 
then married a man by the name of Wilson Liscomb and moved into the country, 

The lust and youngest was my father by the name of Jesse. His father dying 
while he was an infant, his grandfather took him and his youngest sister Priscilla 
from Hertford County, North Carolina, where they were born and where their 
father had lived after his marriage and settlement, to his own home in Virginia, Nan- 
samon County, and where they were raised. And when Aunt Priscilla married Mr. 
Vorsett, he (my grandfather) divided his thousand acre tract of land giving her as 
he supposed half, and seven negroes, reserving for himself the other half, which was 
well improved, for my father after he and his lady was done with it, he accordingly 
secured to him by will bearing date the 20th of March 1747/8 a copy of which is 
now before me, in which he made his wife sole executrix with the full enjoyment of 
the whole af his estate except some negroes given to his children and grandchildren, 
and the lands and tenements entailed to my father, and I presume he departed this 
life on or about the 58th vear of his age, and perhaps his birth was in or about the 
year 1684, and his wife about the same age, but she survived him as well as I recol- 
lect, about 22 years, and departed this life in the 85th year of her age, which I think 
was about the year 1769 or 1770, for I recollect her well and the circumstances at- 
tending her death, ete. I was born in the same house the 26th of October 1761, 
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but perhaps I was not more than 7 or 8 years old at her decease; if so their deaths 
would of course have been a little carlier. 

His third son was Elisha of whom many great and good things have and may 
in truth be said; he in early life married Elizabeth Sumner of Nansamon County, 
Virginia; for his character | refer you to the Elistory of the Hepsibali Association 
pages 135, 186, & 137. 

My father, Jesse Battle, was the youngest of the John Battle children and as 
I have already said, was raised by his grandfather or rather by his grandmother, 
for his grandfather died before he was grown to a man, but at the age of 18 years 
he was married to Susan Forsett of the same place and age nearly, both were born 
the same year, which was 1734'. They had thirteen children but raised only eight 
of them to be grown, the records of their birth, since my father’s death, was lost or 
mislaid so that I have not been able to obtain them. The names are as follows, 
i. e., John, the eldest, died in his childhood in Virginia, Benjamin the 2nd, inyself 
William the 3rd, Sarah, Priscilla, Bathsheba, Jessc, Lewis, Susan, and Mary, these 
were born in Virginia, and in the year 1777, my parents with their family moved to 
Fdgecombe County, N. C., on Swift Creek where Lazarus, Isaac, and Reuben Tay- 
lor, were born. John, Bathsheba, and Jesse died while young and in Virginia, Pris- 
cilla in North Carolina at about 12 or 14 years of age and Lewis in Georgia at about 
the same age. On the 20th of February in the year 1787, my parents again started 
and myself and family with them for Green, now Hancock County in Georgia, where 
we arrived on the 26th of the next month after a tedious and distressing journey of 
38 days. Prior to leaving N. C. my father and myself had joined the Baptist 
Chureh in Halifax County at the place called Daniel’s Meeting House and at the 
time of our journey under the care of Elder Silas Mercer. My sister Sarah was 


-ynarried to Mr. Jacob Cain and brother Benjamin to a Miss Wyatt and they still re- 


mained in N. C. after our removal for two years, when they also moved to Georgia. 
After their removal to Georgia, Benjamin joined the Baptist Church on Williams 
Creek in Warren County, but a church was constituted in the winter of 1786 at Pow- 
elton and he removed on that side of the Ogeechee and being quite convenient his 
wife also joined the Powelton [Baptist] Church. He also removed his membership 
io Powelton, where he continued during life. They never had but one child, a son 
by the name of Jesse, a handsome young man and a man of good natural parts, but 
who has been disposed to be a little wild, but I hope-has at length seen the vanities 
of youthful follies and will become a steady man, He lives at the late residence of 
his father on the S. W. Side of the Ogeechee at a place called Battle’s Bridge. He 
married while young a Miss Cato still younger, they have at this time several prom- 
ising children, their names are Benjamin Franklin, Bethesda, Jesse, Elizabeth, and 
Lucinda. Myself (William) is the next and the 12th of my father’s children now 
living. My name at first was William but 15 or 20° past my father and myself in 
conversation respecting our ancestry told me he named me after his uncle William 
Sumner, upon which I replied he ought to have given me the whole of his name 
which he acknowledged and requested me then to take it, in consequence of which I 
have to this day written my name Wm. S. Battle. After I had passed the 22nd year 
of my age a few months, I married on the 24th day of May, 1783, Sally Whitehead, 
youngest daughter of Lazarus Whitehead Senr., have had twelve children born, the 


1Family Bible in possession of J. W. Nisbet, Macon, Ga., gives this date as 1738. 
2lyears] 
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first a daughter named Llizabeth. She was born in Edgecombe County, N. C,, on 
ishing Creck the abth September, 1784, and departed this life the 1gth of Decem- 
her, E808. tlad been «a member of the Baptist Church at Powelton to which I and 
her mother belonged about 9 or 10 months, and from the time she obtained a good 
hope through Grace, her conversation might with propriety be said to be in 
“Heaven” for she appeared to lose sight of such objects, and desired to be absent 
from the body and to be present with the Lord, which she judged to be far better; 
death appeared very desirable to her and while in health she pointed out the place 
af ber interment with the utmost composure, and would frequently view the place 
with apparent delight, and while suffering her last illness which was long and se- 
vere, her uncle William Rabun would visit and converse with her respecting her dis- 
sulution, when the thought would appear to animate her considerably and she would 
some times reply “she hoped it was the Lord's time and that she should soon be called 
away to sce her dear Redeemer for he was to her the chiefest among ten thousand 
and altogether lovely.” At length on the evening of the 12th of December about 
half after 5 o'clock after a very animated admonition (as we thought it to be) her 
voice was so injured by affliction that we could understand but little of what she 
eudeavored to communicate and after she had embraced us and appeared to wish to 
embrace not only her brother and sisters, but all present, she bid us all fare-well, 
placed herself on the bed, drew her hands into the bed and placed them on her 
hrenst, cried in a low but audible voice “Lord Jesus, meet me and receive my soul,” 
and expired without a struggle or a groan. No poet or mortal man can describe the 
exureise of mind on the solemn oceasion, to believe without a doubt that a convoy of 
angels attended her bed and then by them she was escorted to the Glory World and 
into the immediate presence of her much loved Savior, there to live eternal ages be- 
yond the reach of trouble and distress. It would seem to make any parent cheerfully 
resign the beloved idol, but to lose forever in this world the sweet company and con- 
course, of such a child is truly trying to Nature. 

And now my dear connection! (for you alone I write), what think you of 
Jesus? What but the religion of Jesus could sustain a little delicate female and her 
thus calm and composed in full view of the King of Terrors. Some of you may cry, 
enthusiasin! but I believe if you, like her, had been quickened to feel and illuminated 
lo see your ruined and helpless state by nature and sin, and the Truth, Justice, and 
Holiness of God barring you from Heaven and driving you into despair, and after 
that to have a discovery of the dear Redeemer as being unto you, Wisdom, Righteous- 
ness, Sanctification, and complete Redemption, you certainly would think differently. 

Our next was Joseph John, who in early life married Rhoda, the only daughter 
of Mr. William Whitehead of Laurens County, in the fork of Oconee and Ocmulgee 
Rivers on a ercck called Little Rockey. They have five children, 1. e., Eliza, Wil- 
liam, Arthur, Emily Green, and Amanda. He is himself I hope a Christian but has 
not joined any church that I know of. His wife joined the church at Powelton sev- 
cral days before they moved to the New Purchase. 

Our next and third is Jesse Brown, named in honor of the Brown family of 
Chowan River. N. C., of which my grandmother was a member. He married Mar- 
tha Rabun, eldest danghter of William Rabun, Esq., late Governor of Georgia. 
They had three children, William, Mary is dead, the youngest is Sarah. They are 
Baptists and members of the church of Powelton, 


IThis connection is supposed to have been Dr. Jeremiah Battle of Raleigh, N. C. 
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Our next is Sally, now Sally Carter, the wife of Christopher Carter Esq., of 
Clark County. She joined the church at Powelton, at about the age of 16 or 17 
years, her husband is also a Baptist. ‘They are now members of the church at Mars 
Will on Barber's Creek, one of the Western Branches of the Oconee River. | ‘They 
have four children, i. e., Jesse, Serena, Mary, and William. 

The next is John William; he married on the 28rd of last month Elizabeth At- 
kinson of Green County, and is about to settle in the fork of Little River in said 
county. 

The next is Mary, now the wife of Herman Mercer of Green County, She and 
her husband are both members of the church formerly called Whatley’s Mill (now 
Bethesda) under the pastoral care of Elder J. Mercer. 

The next is Serena, now the wife of William Stroud, Esq., of Clark County. 
She is also a member of the church at Mars Hill. 

The next is Lazarus Whitehead, just now arrived at the age of manhood and 
lives with me. 

The next was Bennett D., he died at ten months old. 

The next is Susan Forsett about sixteen years of age, is yet with us. 

The youngest that is now living is by the name of Selina Countess. ‘The young- 
est we had was Betsy Mercer. She was taken from us by death in her seventh year. 

The next of my father's children was Sarah, who, as I have said, was married 
to Jacob Cainrand moved to Ogeechee. He afterwards settled near the head of the 
North fork of the Ogeechee in what was then called Wilkes County, When my sister 
died she left two children, a son by the name of James Battle and a daughter by the 
name of Susan, who died in her infancy. James is still living in the new purchase. 

The next that is living is Susan, the wife of John Ragan, Esq., of Pearl River, 
State of Mississippi. They have had several children, the eldest by the name of 
Simeon is dead. The next is Serena, now the wife of Mr. Nathaniel Robertson of 
Pearl River. The next Elam Sharon, the next is Jesse, married to Sallie Buchan- 
nan of Pearl River. ‘The next is John, Rebecca, Lazarus, etc. 

The next and last of my sisters who is living is Mary, now widow of William 
Rabun, Esq., late Governor of the State of Georgia. He was married in Halifax 
County, N. C., came to Georgia with Matthew Rabun, his father, about the year 
1785 or 1786. Joined the church at Powelton while a youth, has for a number of years 
been clerk of said church, and frequently clerk of the Georgia Association, also re- 
cording secretary of the Powelton Missionary Society ‘and for the most part of his 
life has been regularly promoted entirely through the perseverance of the people 
without his seeking, from the Captain of a Company to the Chief Magistracy of the 
State. He had resolved after the meeting of the Legislature, which is the first Wed- 
nesday in November annually, to deliver the trust confided to his charge, and live a 
retired life the balance of his days, but an all wise providence directed otherwise. 
He died of a short and to all appearance light illness of only one week, on the 24th 
of October, 1819, much lamented by Church and State. 

The next is Lazarus, who was born July 4th, 1777 or 1778; married for his 
first wife a Miss Cook from the Congaree, S. C. They had several children, but all 
died young, except Martha, now the wife of Dr. John G. Gilbert, late from Tar 
River. His second wife is the widow of the late Maj. J. S. Fannin of Morgan 
County and town of Madison, where he! now lives. By that lady he had one child, 


1[Lazarus] 
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Ann (who died carly), and a son named Oliver Lazarus (named for his grandfather, 
Oliver Porter, and his father). He and his wife are both members of the church 
in Madison, He has represented Baldwin County in the State Legislature, acted 

Isnac, my next brother, married Martha Rabun, sister 


as aid to the Governor, ete. 

to the late Governor. ‘They had four children, i. c., Uriah, William Rabun, Eliza, 
and Sarah. ‘They lived in Hancock County and in the vicinity of Powelton, and 
they are both members of the Baptist Church at Powelton. Reuben ‘Paylor, the 
youngest of the family, married Bethia Alexander of-Shoulderbone, Hancock Coun- 
ty. ‘They have for several years past lived in Powelton but now live on the Ogee- 
chee in the same neighborhood and county. They have three children Amanda Mal- 
vina Fitgallen, Harriet Andrews, and Mary Lucinda, They are both members of 
the Baptist Church at Powelton and himself acting as one of the Deacons and Treas- 


urer of the Missionary Society there. 
I have thus far given the genealogy of William Battle the younger. No douht 


the narrative is very imperfect. 
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CHAPTER III 


MEMOIRS OF THE BATTLE FAMILY TO 1820 


by 
DR, JEREMIAH BATTLE! 


Raleigh, [N. C.], July 19, 1820. 

At the request of yourself? and several of our common relatives, I now proceed 
to the task of putting down such an account of our family « as my information may 
enable me. 

Elisha Battle, the elder, who was my grandfather, was born in Nansemond, 
Va., on the 9th Jan., 1728-4, and at the age of 18 married Elizabeth Sumner. After 
having two children born, he moved to Tar River about 16 miles above Tarboro. 
He lived chiefly by agriculture. The country being then new, he could raise stock, 
hogs particularly with great ease, which enabled him to purchase lands on both 
sides of the river adjoining him, sufficient to settle all his sons. He was industrious 
and economical. It was customary with him not only to raise all kinds of food 
necessary for the family, but to perform the greatest part of the mechanical work 
that was required, so that his mode of living might be called the most independent. 

Notwithstanding his industry and attention to all his home concerns, it seems 
his talents and labors were held in requisition by the public for many years. 

He also was a strictly religions man, having joined the Baptist Church at the 
Falls of Tar River, and he always bestowed the time and attention required of him 
by that society. 

Although his public services in both Church and State were great, he was no 
orator, spoke in‘a plain and unvarnished manner but with prudence and judgment. 
He declined all public services from personal inability, which, though he must have 
had a good constitution, was perhaps a little premature in consequence of his pass- 
ing the early part of his life very laboriously. 

Tho he had very little education, he always preserved order and method in his 
public as well as his private business, and I never knew him to be embarrassed with 
debts or business. 

He was bold and free to reprove or censure sin or impudence, not only in his 
family but among his neighbors, who never took it ill, but felt it a privilege that be- 
longed to his standing in society. It is believed he contributed greatly towards ren- 
dering his the most moral and correct neighborhood of any then known to us. 

He had 8 children, viz: Sarah, John, Elizabeth, Elisha, William, Jacob, 
Jethro, and Demsey. 

I. Sarah married Jacob Hilliard, a respectable farmer, who lived at the Lit- 
tle Falls, 3 miles off up Tar River, by whom she had 2 children: Elizabeth and Jere- - 
miah. After the death of Hilliard, she was married to Henry Horn of a family of 
Quakers, by whom she had 4 children, Piety, Charity, Celia, and Henry. The lat- 
ter was born some time after the decease of his father. 


'See Foreword and Table 50. 
Gate. arnposed to have been prepared for William Sumner Battle of Taliaferro 
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3. Elizabeth Hilliard married Wm. Fort of Tar River, who moved to 
Tennessee some years after. He was a man of some talents and popularity and 
acted in a public sphere both here and in Tennessec. His wife joined the Baptist 
Society. He had children, viz: Jeremiah, James, Jacob, Sarah, Josiah, and Mary. 

(1) Jeremiah Fort married Temperance Battle, daughter of Jethro 
B., by whom he had a son named Jethro, and he died. 

(2) James Fort married — by whom he has a daughter, and he 
married a second time to ———. He followed the mercantile business at 
until his death. 

(3) Jacob Fort also followed merchandise—he married [Cynthia 


Copeland]. 

(4) Sarah married Orren D. Battle, son of Jethro B., who had mov- 
ed to Tennessee and has eight children. 

(5) Josiah Fort (the younger) is of the medical profession. He 
married a Ligon and has 9 children. 

(6) Mary Fort married Jack Smith and has 4 children. 

9, Jeremiah Hilliard settled on the land his father left, where he improv- 
ed his fortune to a considerable extent, and acted in several public capacities, being 
» moral and well informed man. He married Nancy, the daughter of Isaac Hil- 
liard, by whom he had no surviving issue. He married a second wife—the widow 
of John Hilliard of Northampton Co, and had no issue. 

3. Piety Horn, the 3rd child of Sarah, married Josiah Fort (brother of 


4. Charity Horn married Burrill Bunn, who was my mother’s brother, of 
Nash. She had the following children, Piety, William, Henry, and Jeremiah. 
(1) Piety married Dr. Terryll and died without issue. 
(2) William married Sarah Bunn, the daughter of Willie B. They 
moved to Georgia and settled in Twiggs County, when he died leaving one child. 
(3) Henry Bunn married a Miss Thorpe and also settled in Twiggs 
children. 
(4) Jeremiah Bunn has lately gone to Ga. and is not married. 
5, Celia (Selah) Horn married Lem'l Sugg, of Edgecombe, but moved to 
Tenn. He died leaving —— children. 
Celia the widow is since become the second wife of Josiah Fort, her 
sister Piety’s husband. 
6. Henry Horn (the younger) married the daughter of the Rev. Jesse 
Read by whom he had children. He married a second wife—a Miss. Costaf- 
ney. He is living in Georgia. 
II. John Battle, my grandfather's and child, settled on S. side of Tar River, 
below the L. Falls where he spent an industrious, economical, prudent, and pious 


Co. He has 


. life. He belonged to the B. Church at the Falls—married Frances Davis. He had 


five children, Josiah, Mary, Davis, Elisha, and John. 

1. Josiah B. married Jane Applewhite of Virginia, settled first on Swift 
Creek in Nash, and afterwards moved to Wake 18 miles from Raleigh. He had 
children of whom only John, Harriss {?] and ——— are living. 

2, Mary B. was a Baptist, married Cullen Andrews, who lived and died 
on Tar River 2 miles above my grandfather. He was a man of a bright mind, but 
confined himself to his own domestic and agricultural purusits. His wife died be- 
fore him, leaving three children, Jesse, John, and Elizabeth. 
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(1) Jesse Andrews settled in the same neighborhood. and built mills 
on the Little Falls. He was a considerable mechanical genius. He at an early age 
joined the Baptist Church at the Falls. He married my Sister, Sarah B. They 
lave three daughters, Mary, Maria, and Frances. They had a 4th, a son who died. 
They are now living in Kentucky, Logan County. 

(2) John A. married a Miss Pope, settled in the same neighborhood 
and moved to the West with his brother. He has 3 children—is a Baptist. 

(8) Elizabeth A. married John Cotten, who lives 8 miles from Tar- 
boro. Has had 4 children, 3 of whom are living, John, Caesar [?] and 

YI. Elizabeth B. the third of my grandfather’s children married Josiah Cru- 
idup, who lived a few years in the neighborhood and then moved to Little River in 
Wake Co. She was a Baptist and died in strong faith. She had 8 children, John, 
Mourning, Bathsheba, Chloe, George, Elizabeth, Temperance, and Josiah. 

1, John C. married — and settled on L. R. and after living there he 
moved to Tenn. where he died. He had children. 

2. Mourning C. married Wm. Fowler in the neighborhood. They have 
children, viz: Joseph, Piety. 

3. Bathsheba C. married Bullard Fowler, and has children, viz: God- 
frey, Tilitha. 

4. Chloe C. married James B. Lee and lived on L. R. near the Falls. 
She has 8 children viz: Susan, Eliza, Temperance, James, Harry, Mary, Martha, 
and Dossey. Susan is married to L, Fort—has a son. They are now living in 
Tenn. The rest of the family are living with their widowed mother. 

5. George C. married Leah Ellis—lives on L. R., has children, Temper- 


ance, . 
6. Elizabeth C. married Cullen Andrews, after the death of his first wife 
and he left by her a son named Cullen who is married to a Martha Fort of Wake. 
and has two children. He lives in Wake County. His sister, Elizabeth, is living 
in Wake, having married — Alford. She has children viz: ————— , 
She and her husband are both Baptists. , 

7. Tempe C. married Lockhart, and had no issue. . 

8. Josiah C. is a member of the Baptist Church. In early life he be- 
longed to the Methodist Church, He has been much admired as a preacher. He 
has become a candidate for political honors. He married Mrs. Ann M. Brickell. 
daughter of Archibald Davis, Esq., of Franklin County. His children are Archi- 
bald, James H., and Martha. We lives where his father died and owns the same 
land. 

IV. Elisha B. (the younger), the “th son of Elisha Cattle, is my father. He 
lives on the S. side of T. River and married Sarah Bunn, daughter of Ben Bunn of 
Nash. My father is about seventy years of age at the present time. He was al- 
Ways a man inclined to a laborious and active life, and accordingly possesses a good 
constitution. He has always been very strong and hearty and is greatly beloved by 
his neighbors and children who have always revered and respected him. He has 
always been of a cheerful disposition, and courteous and obliging in his manner to 
all his friends and neighbors. He is known for his plainness of speech when in 
conversation, more so than all of his brothers, but he can argue better than any of 
them. His mind is inclined to religion, tho he has never made a profession. He 
had 8 children, Amelia, Jeremiah, Bennett, William, Polly, Burrell, Jesse, and Sarah. 

1. Amelia. 2. Jeremiah. 
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3. Bennett B. lived to maturity but soon after contracted a violent fever, 
attended with dysentery. He was delirious for a long time and had much inflam- 
mation. ; 

4. Wm. B. was generally unhealthy but relieved by medicine. He died 
while I was at the University. , 

5. Polly B. married Orren D, Lamon and is now living in Madison, Ala. 

children living. She is a Baptist. ; 
6. Burrell B. married Mary, daughter of John Hinton of Johnston Coun- 
ty, then moved to Johnston County, 16 miles above Smithfield, driving often to 
Rocky Mount. There he lived till in the year 18— when he was killed by the run- 
ning away of his horses. He left five children, Elizabeth, Joseph John, Sallie, Ara- 
bella, and Mary, all of whom but the last are living. 

7. Jesse B. married Mrs. Polly Bunn Vick, and afterwards moved to Mis- 
sissippi, thence back to Nash Co. He is a Methodist. 

8. Sally B. married Jesse Andrews. She became a professor at the time 
of revival of religion at the Falls and has a bright experience. They moved to Lo- 
gan Co. Ky. in 1811. 

V. William B., my grandfather's third son, married Charity Horn, daughter 
of Henry Horn and sister of Henry Horn, Jr., who was the Qnd husband of Sarah 
Battle. He lived opposite his father’s plantation, and had three children, Isaac, 
Ann, and Joel. He and his wife died early about the same time. Isaac and Joel 
both settled on Tar River. 

1. Isaac joined the church before he was 20 years of age and lived a 
Christian life. He married Lucinda Mayo, who was also a Baptist. He after- 
wards sold his place to Joel and moved to Tenn., on Harpeth River about the year 


She has 


.@, Ann B. married Daniel Ross, the first husband of my sister Amelia, 
She had four children, William, James, Elizabeth, and Charity. She and her hus- 
band moved to Mississippi. 

8. Joel B. married Mary, daughter of Amos Johnston after which he 
moved to “Shell Bank” on Tar River, where he carried on the business of merchan- 
dising. He also purchased a plantation higher up the river which is now his chief 
residence. Besides his store and plantation at the River he purchased mills and 
cotton factory at the Falls of the River. He and his wife belong to the Baptist 
Church. He has children, William, Amos, Richard, Catharine, Dossey, Christo- 
pher Columbus, Isaac, and Susan. 

VI. Jacob B. the sixth child of Elisha Battle, settled on land below his father, 
and carried on a large farm, having married Mrs. Penelope Edwards (formerly 
Langley). He early became a member of the Baptist Church and uniformly led a 
consistent Christian life, together with great industry in the transaction of business, 
all of his actions becoming characterized by honesty. He was extremely liberal in 
his views. He was rather under the size of the Battles generally but possessed 
health and good constitution so that he could take much exercise. The correctness 
of his views, amd the natural suavity of has manner were so striking that he has 
performed all his duties without suspicion of error or wrong doing. He had chil- 
dren, James, Marmaduke, Thomas, and Elizabeth. 

, 1. James S. settled on his father’s farm 15 miles above Tarboro, and car- 
vied on a large plantation. He married Mrs. Temperance Fort, widow of Jeremiah 
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Fort, daughter of Jethro Battle, by whom he had a son, James Marmaduke. James 
also became a member of the Baptist Church at the Falls. 
2, Marmaduke being unhealthy soon died of epilepsy about 


years 
of age. 

3. Thomas died at an early age. ; 

4, Elizabeth B. married Dr. Cullen Battle and became a meek and pious 
Baptist. Soon after the birth of her first child she was attacked with quinsy and 
lived only 11 hours after the attack. 

VII. Jethro B. He settled on the north bank of the river. He was an en- 
ergetic man generally but his principal business was farming. He married Martha 
Lane and had six children, Elizabeth, Ann, Alford, Orren, Temperance, and Joseph. 
He belonged to the church at the Falls. 

1. Elizabeth B. married Garry Fort and settled 4 miles from Tarboro. 
We had a fall from his horse which proved fatal. He died leaving three sons, 
Lewis, Orren, and Joseph. She was a pious Baptist. 

(1) Lewis married Harriet Wilson, since which he and his wife 
moved to Tennessee. They have many children. 

(2) Orren F. married Lucy Dunn of Franklin. They have also 
moved to Tennessee with their mother. 

(3) Joseph is still in Edgecombe. 

2. Ann B., daughter of Jethro, married Lewis Fort, brother to her sister's 
husband. She was a meek and kind woman but not a professor. She had several 
children, but left only one living named Garry. Garry is living with his father 
who is now living in Tenn. 

8. Alford L. B. married Susan Wilson, who died without issue, after 
which he married her sister Nancy, by whom he has children, Jethro, James, Eliza- 
beth [?]. 

4. Orren D. B. went to Tenn. and married [Sarah] Fort and has [eight] 
children. 

5. Joseph S. B. lived where his father lived. He married a Miss Dunn 
of Wake, who died with her first child. 

6. Temperance B. married Jeremiah Fort of Tenn. and after having a 
son, named Jethro, her husband died and she returned to her father’s. She be- 
came a Baptist in 1811. She afterwards married James S. Battle and after hav- 
ing a son (Marmaduke) she died Aug. 2nd, 1820'. ; 

VIII. Demsey B. the 8th and last of my grandfather's children, was a very 
pious Baptist, reserved and modest in his demeanor. Like most of the rest of his 
brothers and sisters, he took time to think before he spoke, though among his inti- 
mate friends he was very sociable. His religious scruples placed him in a dilemma 
of many other Christians. His temper and sympathetic heart abhorred war, but 
Jest it should be his duty, he thought it best to do his part in supporting them with- 
out murmuring. During the war in 18— when the President adopted his retalia- 
tory measures, in a conversation between us on the subject, I found his sensibility 
could not bear abuses of humanity daily practised in war. He suggested and urged 
me to write to the President to release those British prisoners, then doomed to die 
for our American brethren who were taken by the British and threatened with death. 
He expressed himself at some length on the inconsistency of the practices of war- 


1Temperance Battle died Sept. 9, 1814. 
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makers with the Christian religion, on which points he and I agreed perfectly, and 
I was at length induced to write Mr. Madison a letter on the subject. 

He married Jane Andrews, sister of Cullen A. the elder. He settled at first 
opposite his father, not a mile from him, on the other side of the river. His chil- 
dren who came to maturity were Cullen, Amelia, Andrews, and John. 

1, Cullen B. first settled himself as a farmer, but afterwards studied med- 
icine in Tarboro under my direction, and became an industrious and successful prac- 
titioner. He married Elizabeth, the daughter of Jacob Battle, who died soon after 
having her first child, after which he married Jane Lamon, and about the same time 
his daughter died, having never fully recovered from a spell of the epidemic which 


she had some months before. In the year 1818, he removed to Ga. and is now liv- - 


ing in Powelton. His present wife has lost two children. He has declined the 
practice of physic and devotes his attention to farming. 

2, Amelia B. married Dr. John G. Gilbert, son of the Rey. Nathan G. 
They had one child and after moving to Georgia near Powelton, she died of a pul- 
monary consumption, which is the only instance of that disease in the Battle family, 
within my knowledge. Her child did not long survive her. She and her husband 


were both Baptists. 
3. Andrews B. studied physic under his brother Cullen, after which he 


settled in Powelton, Ga., where he married a Miss Duggar, and is now practicing 


with considerable reputation. He is a Baptist. 
4. John B. lives on the place where our grandfather lived and died and 


where Demsey his father spent the latter part of his life. 


CHAPTER IV 


THE BATTLE ARMS AND CREST 


. by , 
WILLIAM JAMES BATTLE! 


Present interest in the Battle Arms and Crest dates, at least in the North Car- 
olina branch of the family, from about the year 1890. At that time, when Mr, William 
S. Battle moved from his old Tarboro residence called The Barracks to Lone Pine 
in the country some five miles away, his son Octavius found among the family pa- 
pers a curious old seal of the sort that in old times was used for making impressions 
on wax in sealing letters and signing documents. This seal was engraved with a 
shield and crest but had no name or motto. Neither Mr. William S. Battle, nor any- 
body else, knew anything whatever about its history or about the significance of its 
design. There could be no doubt, however, that it had belonged to his father, James 
S. Battle, of Cool Spring, who died in 1854 at the age of sixty-eight. 


The seal is in the form of an ellipse about: three-fourths by one-half of an’ 


inch in size, but being finely cut makes a clear impression. The accompanying draw- 
ing is a careful enlargement. It shows a shield surmounted by a crest. As usual 
in heraldry, colors are indicated by dots and hatching. The shield is purple with a 
gold border scalloped on the inner edge. In the center is a gold griffin with out- 
spread wings, rearing as if about to fly to the beholder’s left. The crest consists 
of a crown with vertical rays out of which rises a man’s arm bent at the elbow, hold- 
ing towards the beholder’s left a complicated form of cross. It will be noticed that 
the man’s arm is a right arm; that the arms of the cross are themselves crosses and 
do not end in knobs; that the foot of the cross is pointed; and that there are no balls 
on the rays of the crown. Some of the dies and book-plates supposed to be copied 
from the scal are incorrect in one or more of these respects. Of the colors of the 
crest we can not be sure except that the crown is gold.. In our drawing the cross is 
shown red but this is not clear on the seal. 

The seal on discovery was given to the only daughter of the house, Elizabeth 
Dancy Battle; on her death it passed to her brother Octavius, its discoverer; since 
he died, it has been in the possession of his family. 

In the investigation of the seal Miss Battle naturally had recourse to the great 
English books of heraldic arms, Burke’s Genera] Armory? and Fairbairn’s Book of 
Crests’, She found (1) that Burke gave arms for the following names resembling 
Rattle: Batell; Baterell; Batley (Yorkshire); Batley, Battley, Battaley or Batte- 


1See Table 59, 

‘Burke, John, and Burke, John Bernard. Encyclopaedia of Heraldry and General Arm- 
ory of England, Scotland, and Ireland, comprising a registry of all armorial bearings 
from the earliest to the present time, including the late grants by the College of Arms. 
[No illustrations] 1st edition, apparently 1842; 2nd edition, apparently 1844; 3rd edi- 
tion, with a supplement, apparently 1861: London, Henry G. Bohn, York Street, Co- 
vent Garden. 

*Fairbairn’s Book of Crests of the Families of Great Britain and Ireland, being a 
fourth edition revised and enlarged in two volumes [Vol. I, Text; Vol. IT, Ils.]: T. C. 
and E. C. Jack, London W. C., 34 Henrietta Street, and Edinburgh, 1905. (ist edition 
in 1859; revised edition 1892). 
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CHAPTER V 
SOME OLD PUBLIC RECORDS; LAND GRANTS; DEEDS; WILLS 


ASSIGNMENT OF LAND PATENT BY WILLIAM ROSE TO MATHEW BATTLE! 
{Surry County Records, 1645-1672, p. 20. Virginia State Library, Richmond, Va.] 


I Wm. Rose doe for mce my heires executors, Administrators and assigns as- 
signe over unto Mathew Battel] and Rich. Trias, theire heirs, Executors adminis- 
trators or assignes, all my right and Interest of two hundred and eleven Acres of 
Land in the pattent Expressed Lying and being in the Countye of Surry boundinge 
upon the land Tho. Woodhouse, and do binde myselfe to Acknowledge the same in 
Court and there Surrender my whole right of this pattent. Witnesse my hand this 
21 of March 1653. . 

Wm. Rose 


Recordat: 30th Marty 1654. 


LAND GRANT TO JOHN BATTLE! 


[Colonial Land Office Records, State Capitol, Richmond, Va., Land Grants, Vol. 3, 

1652-1665, p. 216.] 
‘I'o all &e whereas & now know yee that I the said Richard Bennett Esq. &c, give 
and grant unto John Battle two hundred Acres of land Situate or being in and 
western branch of Nansimun river begining at a marked white oake and running 
for breadth South East one hundred pole joyning to the lands of Thomas Babb to 
a marked white oak and for length south west three hundred and twenty pole to 
a marked red oake and Soo again for breadth north west one hundred pole to a 
inarked tree, and soo for length north East three hundred and twenty pole to the 
first mentioned Marked tree. The said Land Coming due unto said John Battle 
by and for the transportation of four persons into this Colony &c. to have and to hold 
&c. yeilding and paying &e. which payment is to be made Seven years after the first 
grant or Sealing thereof and not before provided &c. Dated &c. the 14th. of De- 
cember 1654, 

John Battle Elizabeth Battle Thomas Nowell Robert Wolfe 


POWER OF ATTORNEY GIVEN BY MATHEW BATTLE 


[Surry County Records, 1645-1672, p. 94. Virginia State Library, Richmond, Va.] 


Know all men by these presents yt I Mathew Battell in the Countye of Surrey in 
Virginia have ordained Constituted and made my tr. friends James Sowersbye and 
Thomas Sowersbye my true and Lawful attorneys in my name and for my use to 
Aske, demand and receive of and from any person or persons in Virga. all or any 
Debts, dues or Rights that doth any way apertain unto me the said Mathew Battell 


tBarly Virginia records show numerous references to John and Mathew Battle. Only 
a small number. can be included here. 
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either from Bills or Bonds or any other Debts, as the said Mathew Battell shall dl. 
unto the Custodye of his sd. attorneys. Also I give & Confirm Lawfull power in 
my sd. Attorneys to Aske, demand and Receive and give discharge unto person or 
persons wtsoever. And also to pay all Debts, as shall Justlye be md. appear due 
for the sd. Mathew Battell. In witness whereof I have hereunto sett my hand and 
seale this twentyeth day of March 1655. 
Mathew Battell 

Witnesse. 

Jno. King, Junior. 

Henry Lathered. 
Record: 10 Feb: 1656. 


LAND GRANT TO JOHN BATTLE 


{Colonial Land Office Records, State Capitol, Richmond, Va., Land Grants, Vol. 4, 
1654-1664, p. 685.] : 

To all to whom these prsents shall come I Wm Berkeley Kt Governor and Capt 
Genrll of Virginia send Greeting in our Ld God everlasting Whereas by Instruc- 
tions from ye Kings Most Exclt Majtie directed to me and ye Councell of State his 
Majestie was graciously pleased to authorize ye said Governor and Councell to 
grant patents & to assign such proportions of land to all adventurers and planters 
as hath been usual heretofore in like cases either for adventurers of money or trans- 
portacon of people into this Colony according to a Charter of orders from ye late 
treasurer & Company and yt ye same proportion of fifty acres of land to be granted 
& assigned to every pson transported hither since Midsumer 1625 and yt ye same 
course be continued to all adventurers aund planters untill it shall be otherwise de- 
termined by his Majestie. 

Now know yee yt I ye sd Wm Berkeley Kt Governor &c doe with ye consent 
of ye Councell of State accordingly give and grant unto John Battle six hundred 
and forty acres of Land lying on ye westward side of paspetank River Begining 
at a marked pine on a point which parts this land and Wm Fortsens Land and run- 
ning Southwest and by West 640 poles into ye Woods for Length then up ye said 
River to marked pine with in ye mouth of a creek and thence Southwest by west to 
ye end of ye two miles ye said Land being due to ye said Battle by &c for ye Trans- 
portation of thirteen psons into this Collony whose names are on the Record men- 
coned under this Patent. To have & to hold ye said land wth his due share of all 
Mines & Mineralls therein contained wth all rights and previleges of hunting hawk- 
ing fishing fowling wth all Woods Waters and rivers wth all profitts Comodities and 
hereditamts wtsoever belonging to ye sd land unto him ye said John Battle his heires 
& assigns for ever in as large and ample maner to all Intents & purposes as is Ex- 
pressed in a Charter of orders from ye late treasurer & Company Dated ye 18th of 
November 1618 or by consequence may be justly collected out of ye sum or out of 
the letter patents wherever they are grounded to be holden of ovr Soveraigne Lord 
ye King his heires and successors as of his Maner of East Greenwich in free and 
comon soceage and not in capite nor by Kt service yielding and paying unto our sd 
Soveraigne Lord ye King his heires and successors for every fifty acres of land 
hereby granted yearly at ye feast of St. Michael ye archangel] ye ffee rent of one 
shilling wch payment is to be made yearly from year to year and ye first payment 
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to begin one year after ye date hereof according to his Majesties Instructions of ye 
}2th of 7ber 1662 Provided yt if ye sd John Battle his heires or assignes doe not 
seat or plant or cause to be seated or planted upon ye sd land wthin three years next 
ensucing that then it shall be lawfull for any adventurer or planter to make choice 
or seal thereupon Given at James City under my hand and seal of ye Collony ye 
25th of September 1668 and in ye 15th year of ye reigne of our Soveraigne King 
Charles ye 2d &c. 
WILLIAM BERKELEY 


LAND GRANT TO JOHN BATTLE 


[Colonial Land Office Records, State Capitol, Richmond, Va., Land Grants, Vol. 7, 

1679-1689, p. 172.] 
To all &c. whereas &c. now Know ye that ye said Sr. Henry Chickely Knt. Deputy 
Governr. &c. give and graunt unto John Battle five hundred and eighty acres of 
land, lying and being in ye upper Parish of Nansemond att a place called Kill-Mary 
Swamp: Beginning att a mark’t white oake standing by or nigh ye said swamps 
side and runng so:so:w:560 po. passing on ye southward side a great reddy branch, 
thence, so: ea: by so: 102 po. to a mark’t white oake in a reddy swamp, thence ea: 
by no: 248 po. crossing a great reddy branch to a mark’t white oake standing by or 
nigh ye said Kill-Mary swamp and thence up by ye main swamp side to ye first in- 
cluding ye said quantity, the said land being due to ye said John Battle by and for 
ye transportation of twelve persons &c. To have and to hold &c. to be held &c. hold- 
ing and paying &c. Provided &c. Dated 24th of Aprill 1682. 
Toney, Isabel, Bostian negroes, Robt. Hubbard, Sam]. Morris, Wm. Morgan, Rich’d 
Harrington, Tho. Skinner, David Hollingsworth, Joan Wilds, Mary Balos, Susan 
Monday. 


REPORT OF CORONER’S JURY NOVEMBER 6, 1662 
[Surry County Records, 1645-1672. Virginia State Library, Richmond, Va.] 


We whose names are within written being Impannelled to find the occasion And 
Actual Cause of the death of William Billingsley; who uppon the 29th. of July Last 
went out into the woods to keepe his Masters Cattell & wee having viewed the place 
where his bones was found, as allsoe the said bones & his torn Clorthes, wee doe con- 
clude, Resolve & Reporte as ffolloweth. 

That in order to the occasion: wee finde: that the said William Billingsley being 
a servant who had beene not Long before very sick in the distemper vulgerly called 
Seasoninge, & being not well Recovered: was growne weeak & was sent into the 
woods to keepe Cattell: the day above said & wee finde & reporte that through sick- 
nesse beinge iJ] at ease & Inclyning to a Careless dispare, did not soe carefully In- 
deavor his owne preservation; as a healthyfull & contented person would have done, 
hut by reason of the Aforesaid Condition he Remaininge In the wood night & day 
Partly by his weake, careless & slothful estate: & partly by feare of his masters 
severity: he gave himself over & continued in a swampe neare unto a runne of 
Water ontell hee was soc weake that hee could not helpe himselfe. As to the Ac- 
tuall or Instrumentall means of his: Denth, that he continueing without ffoode or 
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suckour in the woods hee remained so untell hee became a dead Corps or els soe 
: weake that when wolves or other wilde beasts who hath now devoured all his fflesh 


seazed upon him, he was not able-to make Resistance to save him selfe and so be- * 


came not only dead but devoured. 


Henry Bregirs Tho. Bentley Jno. Davis 
“4 Wm. Norwood Samuel Swanne Jno, Rogers 
3 Ar. Jordan Wm. Jordan 

Math. Battle ffra. Gray 

Math Hoggson Tho, Webster 

Peeter Harrison Wm. Knott 

Jno. Gettings Georg Jordan 


Recordat: 9 ber. 5th, 1662 


DEED OF JAMES WILLIAMSON TO WILLIAM BATTLE! 
Bertie County, N. C., April 27, 1728 


‘To all to whom these presents shall come I, James Williamson of Bertie prect, in 
the province of North Carolina, Send Greeting & Know yee that I the sd James 
Williamson for and in consideration of the sum of one Hundred and Twenty pds. 
Current money of North Carolina to me in hand paid or secured to be paid by Wil- 
liam Battle of the Collony of Virginia and County of Nansemond the receipt, in 
hereof and therefrom, acquit, Exonerate and discharge the Sd. William Battle, his 
heirs, Executors, Admrs. or assigns and from every part and prel thereof forever 
by these presents have given, granted, bargained and sold, aliened, Enfeoffed, 
Conveyed, Confirmed, Asigned and set over unto the said William Battle, his heirs 
and assigns and by these presents do fully, freely and absolutely give, grant, bar- 
gain, sell, alien, Enfeff and Confirm unto the said, his heirs and assigns forever 
a certain tract of land by Estimation three Hundred Acres be it more or less, Situ- 
ated, lying and being in Bertie prect. and province aforesaid beginning at the end 
of the line that divides between James Williamson and Jonothan Tayloe next to 
Roquest Swamp, so running along the said Williamson’s line No. and by Et, ac- 
cording to the courses of the patent to a marked white oak, thence running No: 40, 
Et. according to the courses of the patent to a spanish oak, hiccory and dogwood, 
thence to the run of a branch spring out of Roquest Swamp, thence running up the 
branch as far as will take a red oak that is marked in the line to make it parallel 
with the first line so running from thence to the dividing line between the said 
James Williamson and Jonothan Tayloe so long the sd. line to the first Station, it 
heing part of the patent Granted to the sd. James Williamson bearing date the Sth 
day of Apr. Anno Domini 1720, To have and to hold the above bargained premises 
with all the Appurtenances thereto belonging to the only proper use and benefit 
and behoof of him the sd. William Battle his heirs, Ex., Adms., and assigns forever, 
and that fully and freely without any the least let hindrance, Molestation, Eviction, 
lijection from me my heirs, Exrs, Adms., or assigns or from any person or persons 


, t . + . 
wt'soever Javing any claim by from or under ine. Furthermore I the said James 
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Qo 

Williamson Do promise and grant to and with the sd. Wm. Battle, his heirs and = 2 

assigns in manner and form following, that is to say. y’t I have full Power and ab- a> 

golute authority at and before the unsealing and delivery thereof to sell and dispose Q re 

of the above bargained premises unto him the said Wm. Battle, his heirs and as- im 5 

signs according to the true intent and meanings of these presents aforementioned Q pa 

and the same with the appurtenances nag’t me, my heirs, Exrs., Admrs., and Agt. 9 “< 
the Lawful claims of any person 


or any of them to the only proper use 


his heirs or assigns forever, do promise to warrant and defend. 


In witness whereof I have hereunt 
province afores’d this 27th Apr. Anno Domini 1728. 


James Williamson (Seal) 
Signed, Sealed and delivered in the presents of 
Jno. Hays 
Jno. Battle 
Wm. Walstone 


Bertie prect. ss. May Court 1728. The above Deed of Sale was de’l by James Wil- 
liamson in open Court in due form of Law, and at the same time came Philip Wal- 
stone by virtue of a Power of Attorneys from Constance Williamson proved by the 
oath of Phillip Walstone one of the evid 


ences thereto and acknowledged her right 
of Dower in the land to William Battle which on motion is ordered to be Registered 
and is Registered. 


Test. Edward Marshborne 


Dept. Clk. 


CONSTANCE WILLIAMSON TO PHILLIP WALSTONE 


Know all men by these presents, yt, I, Constance Willi 
power Phillip here to acknowledge my 
right of dower in and to three Hundred acres of land sold by my husband James 
Williamson unto William Battle and shall be as authentick as if I had been per- 


sonally present and had done the same. As witness my hand this Twenty seventh 
day of April 1728. 


amson do authorize and em- 
Walstone to appear at Bertie Prect. and t 


Constance Williamson 
Test. William Walstone 


Bertie Prect. ss. May Court 1728. The above power of Attorney was proved 
by the oath of Wm. Walstone in open Court in due form of law, being one of the 
motion is ord’d to be registered, and is registered. 


Test, Edw. Marshborne Dept. Clk. 
{Book B, p. 416.] 


or persons w’t forever by from or under me them 
benefit on behoof of him the sd. Wm. Battle, 


o set my hand and seal at Bertie precinct 
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WILL OF JOHN BATTLE! 
Bertie County, N. C., April 22, 1740 


IN THE NAME OF GOD, AMEN: the twentieth second day of Aprel in the year 
of our Lord one thousand seven hundred & fourty, I John Battle of North Carolina 
the County of bertie, being very sick and weak in body, but of perfect mind and 
memory thanks be given unto God therefore Calling unto mind the mortality of my 
body and knowing that it is appointed for all men once to die do make and ordain 
this my last will and testament that is to say principally and first of all, I give and 
recommend my soul into the hand of God that gave it; and for my body I recom- 
mend it to the earth to be buried in a Christian like and decent manner at the dis- 
cretion of my executors nothing doubting but at the general Resurrection I shall 
receive the same again by the mighty Power of God, and as touching such worldly 
estate wherewith it hath pleased God to bless me in this, I give devise and dispose 
of the same in the following manner and form. 


Item. I give unto my well beloved son William one tract of land lying on Catto- 
waskea Swompe containing three hundred and thirty acres which I bought of John 
Brown, to him and his heirs forever. ; 

Item. I give unto my well beloved son Jese Battle one Negro boy named Toney 
and all so my Joyners and turners tooles. 

Item. I lend unto my well beloved wife one negro man named Pompey during her 
natural life, and if in case that the child that she now goes with is a son then unto 
him, and if not then to that, and my two daughters Prissila Battle and my daughter 
Sarah Battle my Will and desire is that all the rest of my moveable estate shall be 
equally divided into three parts at the discretion of William Battle my brother, John 
Brown brother unto my wife and Mr. James Denton, wher of one parte I give unto 
my well beloved wife Sarah Battle and the other two to be equally divided betwext 
my children William Battle, Jesse Battle, Prissila Battle and Sarah Battle and that 
child that my wife now goes with and I do appoint my well beloved wife Sarah Bat- 
tle and my brother William Battle Executors and Execkcotrix unte this my last will 
and testiment in witness where of I have here unto set my hand seals the Day and 
year above written, 


J. Battle (Seal) 


Signed, sealed, published, pronounced and declared by the said John Battle as his 
last will and Testament in the presence of the Subscribers. 


his 
William X. Knight. 
mark 
his 
James X Griffen Jurat Ist, Q@nd, 3 
mark 
her 
Martha X Knight 
mark 
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The word lend interlined instead of give before assined and all so ye word wife. 


[Note] Ye Testator was Born Aprel 30th 1709, and died Apre! ye 30th 1740. 


This is the last will and Testament of John Battle. 
Bertie Co.—ss. May Court 1740. 


The above written will of John Battle was proved in open court by the oaths 
of William Knight and James Griffen Two of the subscribing witnesses thereto 
and at the same William Battle and Sarah Battle Execrs. therein named took the 
Exeers. Oath by Law Required. 


Test.—John Wynns, Clk: Crt. 
[Endorsement] John Battles will, 1740. Letters issued 9 ber ye 4th, 1740. 


J. Craven, 
D. S. Recorded. 


DEED OF SAMUEL HOLLIMAN TO ELISHA: BATTLE! 
; Edgecombe County, N. C., Aug. 17, 1747 


This Indented Deed of Bargain and Sale made this 17th. day of August in the year 
of our Lord Christ one thousand seven hundred and forty seven, Between Samuel 
Holliman of Edgecomb County in the Province of North Carolina, Planter of the 
one part and Elisha Battle of the upper Parish of Nansemond County in the Colony 
ot Virginia, Planter of the other part. Witnesseth that the said Samuel Holliman 
for and in consideration of the sum of Fifty pounds current money of Virginia, al- 
ready.in hand paid by the said Elisha Battle, the receipt of which said sum the said 
Holliman doth hereby acknowledge und himself thereof fully satisfied. Have 
granted, aliened, bargained and sold and by these presents do bargain, alien, sell, 
sett over and deliver unto the said Elisha Battle his heirs and assigns forever one 
tract or piece of land in Edgecomb County and Province of North Carolina (to wit) 
four hundred acres of land which was taken up and patented and granted to the 
said Samuel Holliman May the 6th. in the year 1742, which said land lying on the 
North side of George Pollocks purchase Patent according to the bounds thereof 
(to wit) Beginning at a marked Red Oak in the said Pollocks line thence running 
No. 7, W 162 Poles to a Gum, thence So. 88, W. 395 Pole to a Pine, thence So. 7, 
Et. 132 Pole to a Elm in the said Pollock’s line, thence along the said line N. 83, 
Et. 895 Pole to the first station which said parcel of land will and may appear to- 
gether with all and singular the lands tenements, profits, commodities and here- 
ditaments thereon or thereunto belonging or in any wise appurtaining and all sin- 
gular the Revertion and Revertions remainder and remainders and also all the Es- 

tate, right, Title and Interest, use, possession, claim and demand whatsoever which 

by the said Samuel Holliman now hath may might or ought to have of in and to the 

sd. bargained premises. To have and to hold the said bargained premises to the 

said Elisha Battle his heirs and assigns forever and to the only proper use, benefit 

and behoof of him the said Elisha Battle his heirs and assigns forever with all 


1See Table 1. 
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woods, Timber and Trees Marshes, Lowgrounds swamps, water and water courses 
with all Edifices, houses, outhouses, gardens, orchords, and all other the profits and 
benefits thereunto belonging or in any wise appurtaining and the said Samuel Hol- 
liman for himself his heirs, Executors and Admrs, doth quit claim in and to the 
said bargained premises or any part thereof and the said Samuel Holliman for 
himself his heirs, Exrs, Admrs doth hereby covenant with the said Elisha Battle his 
heirs, Exrs, Admrs, and assigns, that notwithstanding any act or acts by him the 
said Holliman heretofore done he the said Holliman hath lawful, rightful power and 
authority to grant, alien and sell the said bargained premises to the said Bat- 
tle, his heirs and assigns and that he the sd, Holliman at the making of this In- 
denture stands seized in the sd. Land of a pure and good Estate in fee simple and 
the said Holliman doth further covenant with the said Battle his heirs and assigns 
that the said Land and premises is fully and freely acquainted and discharged of 
and from all Incumbrances whatsoever and the said Holliman his heirs &c at any 
time hereafter will make or cause to be made unto the said Battle his heirs and as- 
signs as their council learned in the law shall .advise or devise for their better se- 
curity thereof. In witness whereof the said Holliman doth hereunto sett his hand 
and seal the day and date first above written. 


Samuel Holliman (Seal) 


Signed, sealed and delivered in the presence of Jacob Sumner, Joseph Sumner, 
Edgecomb County, August Court 1747, 


The within deed of sale was in open Court proved by the oath of Jacob Sum- 
ner and of the subscribing witnesses thereto and is ordered to be registered. 


Test. Robert Foster, Clk. Cr. 


Rec'd the 17th. day of August 1747 from Elisha Battle the sum of Fifty pounds in 
full of the consideration money in this and mentioned pr me. 


Samuel Holliman. 


I, J. H. Nunn, Register of deeds in the County of Halifax and State of North 
Carolina, do certify that the fore going deed of conveyance is a true and exact copy 
of the deed from Holliman to Battle. Rec'd in Book 3, Page 139. 


In witness whereof I hercunto set my hand and official seal this 23 day, March 
1908. 


J. H. Num. 
Register of Deeds. 
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Indenture from William Gay to Elisha Battle, Edgecombe County, North Carolina, 
May 19, 1762. 
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CATTLE MARK REGISTRATION OF ELISHA BATTLE! 
[General Court Records, Aug. 19, 1765.] 
A square in the underside of right ear and a slit in the end of the left and a 


half moon under it. 


INDENTURE BY EARL GRANVILLE TO ELISHA BATTLE! 
Edgecombe County, N. C., Dec. 10, 1760 


This Indenture made the tenth day of December in the year of our Lord one thous- 
and seven hundred and sixty between the Right Hon. John Earl Granville Vis- 
count Carteret and Baron Carteret of Hawnes in the County of Bedford in the 
Kingdom of Great Britain, Lord President of his Majesty's most Honorable Privy 
Council] and Knight of the most Noble Order of the ‘Garter of the one part and 
Elisha Battle of Edgecomb County in the Province of North Carolina Planter of the 
other Part, whereas his most Excellent Majesty King George the Second in and 
by a certain Indenture, Bearing date the seventeenth in Eighteenth year of his 
Reign and in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and forty four and 
inade between his said most Excellent Majesty of the one Part and the said John 


YOHD3IT} 


Earl Granville by the name, stile and Title of the Right Honorable John Lord Car- | 


teret of the other Part did for the consideration therein mentioned give and grant, 
Release, Ratify and Conform unto the said Earl by the name, stile and title of 
John Lord Carteret as aforesaid and his heirs and assigns forever a certain Dis- 
trict, Territory or Parcel] of Land lying in the Province of North Carolina in Amer- 
ica and all their Lands, Creeks, Havens, Ports, Rivers, Streams and other Royal- 
ties, franchises Priviledges and Imunities within the same as they are therein sett 
out or Described allotted granted and conformed to the said John Earl Granville 
as aforesaid for one Eight Part of the Charters granted by King Charles the Sec- 
ond in the Fifteenth and Sixteenth year of his Reign to Eight Lords Proprietors 
of Carolina as by the said Indenture duly enrolled in the High Court of Chancery 
in Great Britain and in the Secretarys office of the Province of North Carolina, 
Reference being thereto had will more fully appear. Now this Indenture Witness- 
eth that as well for and in Consideration of the Sum of ten Shillings Sterling money 
to the said John Earl Granville in hand paid by the said Elisha Battle at or before 
the sealing and Delivery of these parts at the Receipt thereof he the said Earl 
Granville doth hereby acknowledge as also for and in consideration 
of the Rents, Covenants, Exceptions, Provisoes and agreements herein after men- 
tioned, Reserved and Continued and by and on the Part and Behalf of the said 
Elisha Battle his heirs and assigns to be Paid, Kept and performed he the said 
Earl hath given, granted, bargained, sold and confirmed and by these Present doth 
give grant, Bargain, Sell and Confirm unto the said Elisha Battle his heirs and 
assigns forever all that tract or Parcell of Vacant Land situate Lying and being in 
the Parish of Saint Mary’s in the County of Edgecomb in the said Province, Be- 
ginning at a Pine said Battles Corner then by the Line N. 83, E. 130 Pole to a 
Gum another of said Battles Corner then N. 220 Pole to the Center of 2 Pines 
and a White Oak in Joseph Sumners Line then by said Line Wt. 820 Pole to a 
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Red Oak then So. 280 Pole to an Ash in the Bare Pond, then E. 270 Pole by an- 
' other of said Battles Lines to the Corner, then S. 112 Pole to the first station Con- 
_ taining in the whole six hundred and ninety nine acres of Land. All which premises 

‘are more Particularly Described and Sett forth in the plan of Map whereof here- 

unto Annexed together with al] woods, underwoods, Timber and Timber trees, 

water courses and Privileges of Hunting, Hawking, Fishing and Fowling in and 
upon the Premises and all the mines and minerals whatsoever therein: to be found 

Excepting and always Preserving out of this Present Grant unto the King most Ex- 

cellent Majesty heirs and successors one forth part of all the Gold and Silver mines 

to be found in and upon the premises and also Excepting and always Preserving 
unto tke said John Earl Granville his heirs and assigns one moiety or half Part of 
the Remaining three fourths of all such Gold and silver mines to have and to hold 
the said tract or Parcell of Vacant Land and all and singular of the Premises with 
their Appurtanaaces (F.xcept Before Excepted) unto the said Elisha Battle his heirs 
and assigns forever ycaling and paying therefore yearly and Every year unto the 
said John Earl Granville his heirs and assigns the yearly Rent or Sum of twenty 

Eight Shillings which is at the rate of three Shillings sterling for every Hundred 

acres and so in Proportion for a Less Quantity at or upon the twenty fifth day of 

March and the twenty fifth day of September in every year by even and equal por- 

tions and. to be paid at the Court House of the said County of Edgecomb unto the 

said Earl his heirs or assigns orto his or their Lawfull Attorney or Receiver for 
the time being, the first Payment thereof to be made on such of the afore mentioned 
days of Payment as shall first happen after the date hereof and the said Elisha 

Battle for himself, his heirs and assigns and for either and every of them doth 

hereby covenant, Promise and agree to and with the said Earl, his heirs and assigns 

and to and with either and every of them by these Presents. In manner and form 
following, that is to say that Elisha Battle, his heirs and assigns shal] and will year- 
ly and for every rear for ever will and truly Pay or cause to be paid unto the said 

Earl, his heirs or assigns or unto his or their Lawfull Attorney or Receiver for the 

time Being on the days at the. Place aforesaid the aforesaid year Rent or sum of 

twenty eight shillings by half yearly Payments as aforesaid Provided, always and 
this Present grant is hereby expressly Declared and agreed by and Between the 
said Parties to be nevertheless upon this Condition, viz. that if it shal] happen that 
the said year Rent of twenty eight shillings or any Part thereof shall at any time 
hereafter behind or unpaid for the space of six months next over or after the afore- 
mentioned Days of payment and no sufficient Distress can be found on the Premises 
whereon it shall be Lawful to levy such Rent and arrears with the full Costs Charges 
and Expense in waking the same, that then this Present grant and all assignments 
thereof shall be atterly void and of none effect and shall be Lawful for the said 

Earl, his heirs or assigns to Re-enter unto the said Land and to Regrant the same 

to any other Person or Persons whomsoever as if this grant and such assignments 

had never been :made. 


In Witness whereof the Parties above named have to these Presents inter- 
changeably set their hands and sea] the day and year herein first above written. 
Granville by Thomas Child (Seal) 


Be it-remembered that on the day and year first above written Thomas Child Es- 
quire by virtue of a special letter of Attorney and Commission under the hand and 
seal of the above samed John Earl Granville, to him made for this Purpose and 
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duly entered and registered in the Secretarys office of North Carolina did in the 
name of the said Earl Subscribe this grant with the said Earls title and then seal 
and Deliver the same as his the said Earls act and deed in the Presents of us, 
W. Lueas 
J. Montfort . 
Hallifax, Sept. 8. 1761. 


The above Deed was Duly Proved before me by the Oath of Joseph Montfort 
one of the subscribing witnesses thereto, 
Stephen Dewey. J. S. C. 
Let it be Registered, 
Stephen Dewey, J. S. C. 


WILL OF JOHN BATTLE! 
Edgecombe County, N. C., vanuary 22, 1774 


IN THE NAME OF GOD, AMEN: I John Battle of the County of Edgecomb 
and Province of North Carolina being week in body but of sound and perfect mem- 
ory, do make this my last will and Testament in manner and form following, that 
is to say. 

Imprimis. I give and bequeath to my son William Battle one hundred and forty 
acres of land and plantation thereon lying on the North side of Swift Creek (it be- 
ing the Land that I bought from Thos. Floyd) also a negro fellow named Dick, a 
negro woman named Tiney and four children to wit, Stephen, Davie, Viney and 
Frank, to him his heirs and assigns forever. 


Item, I give and bequeath to my son John Battle, a negro fellow named Joe, a ne- 
Bro Woman named Aggy, a negro Boy named Ned, a negro girl named Creasy and 
1 Bed and furniture, to him his heirs and assigns forever. 

Item. I give and bequeath to my son James Battle a negro fellow named Nat, a 
negro woman Sue, a negro boy named Moses and a negro Boy named Balaam and 
a feather bed to him, his heirs and assigns forever. 


Item. I give my said son James Battle a negro girl named Patunia, to him, his 
heirs and assigns forever. 


Item. I give and bequeath to my said son William Battle a negro man named Sam, 
two negro women Lucy and Jinny (provided he allows my daughter Sarah Battle a 
sufficient maintenance for life) to him, his heirs and assigns forever. 

Item, I give and bequeath to daughter Amery Bell, one hundred Pounds procl. a 
Bed and furniture to her, her heirs and assigns forever. 

Item. I give and bequeath to my said son John Battle a Negro boy named Isaac 
to him, his heirs and assigns forever. 

Item, J give and bequeath to my said son William Battle, a negro fellow named 
Robin, ® negro woman called Judy, a Sorrell horse, bridle and saddle to him, his 
heirs and assigns forever. also T give my said Wm. Battle a negro woman known 
by the name of young Judy (provided he maintains my Sister Elizabeth Battle for 
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and during her life in a sufficient manner free from want) to him, his heirs and as- 
signs forever. ’ 

Item. I give to John Battle (son of my said son John Battle) one hundred and 
forty five acres of Land and plantation lying on the south side of the poplar swamp 
in Sussex County, Va., and a negro Boy named Charles to him, his heirs and assigns 
forever. 

Item. I give to my grand-son Ephraim Battle, thirty pnds. procl. money to him 
and his heirs. 

Item. I give to my said son William Battle all my Hoggs to him, his heirs assigns 
forever. 

The remainder of my Estate I give equally among my five children (to wit) 
William Battle, James Battle, John Battle, Amery Bell and Sarah Battle, I do con- 
stitute and appoint my son William Battle and my trusty friend William Hill Exee- 
cutors to this my last will and testament. In witness whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand and seal this 2end, day of January, Anno Domini, one thousand seven hun- 
dred and seventy four. 

John Battle (Seal) 
Signed, sealed and acknowledged 
by the said John Battle as his last 
will and testament. ; 
W.S. Meares. . 
Jas. Battle. 
Fra. Tompson. 


Edgecomb County: 
The within will was in open Court exhibited by the Executors and proved by the 
oath of James Battle and Francis Thompson two of the subscribing witnesses there- 
to and at the same time the executor therein named was Quallified according to Law 
ordered that the same be certified and the will Recorded. , 
Test. Edward Hill. C. C. 


WILL OF WILLIAM BATTLE! 
Hertford County, N. C., Dee. 2, 1778 


IN THE NAME OF GOD, AMEN: I William Battle of North Carolina & County 
cf Hertford being sick and weak of body, but in perfect mind & memory, thanks be 
to God for the same and calling to mind the mortality of my body & knowing it is 
appointed for all to die, do make and ordain this my last will & Testament. Prin- 
cipally & first of all, I recommend my soul to Almighty God & my body to the grave 
to be buried in a christian like manner at the discretion of. my Exccutors and as 
touching such worldly estate, which it has pleased God to bless me with in this life, 
{ give in the following manner and form. 

Imp. I give to my loving wife Martha Battle the uses of my Plantation & Build- 
ings where I now live, containing two hundred acres, bounded as follows: Begin- 
ning at the North of the Watery Branch & running up the same Branch to Thomas 
Gregories Corner Tree from thence a straight line to the head line of my land as 
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far as will contain two hundred acres & frem that straight line to Buckhorn Swamp, 
thence down the said swamp to the first station my griss mill excepted, with the 
appurtenances during her natural life; also two slaves, viz. Seasar & Hannah during 
her natural life and then they & their increase to be equally divided among all my 
children, also I give to my loving wife Martha Battle one horse, five cows and 
calves, also six sheep, fifteen head hogs, also twenty geese, also two fether beds & 
furniture, also four chairs, one large iron pott, six pewter plates, four dishes, six 
spoons, one case nives & forks, also all my earthen & glass ware, also one table, also 
one third part of my spinning & weaving untencils to her & her heirs forever. 
Item. I give to my son John Battle the plantation & land whereon Thomas Page 
lived, joining on Chowan River, also the upper part of the land that was formly 
Mathew Williams with as much of the upper of the land that was formerly Nathaniel 
Carys as will make five hundred & fifty five acres in the whole of his tract, also one 
Negro boy, Sam, also one still to him & his heirs forever. 

Item. I give to my son Jesse Battle the plantation and land lying in Nanceymond 
County on Knottaway River formerly the property of John Glover, also part of the 
tract which formerly belonged to Solomon Williams, lying on Buckhorn Swamp so 
as to make in all his tract five hundred & fifty five acres, also one Negro boy, Cato, 
to him and his heirs forever. 

Item. I give to my son James Battle my griss mill and all the remainder of my 
lands whereon I now live, together the two hundred acres that I have given to my 
wife during her natural life, also one Negro boy Tom, to him and his heirs forever. 
Item. I give to my daughter Sarah Battle one Negro girl Vilet, also an equal por- 
tion of all my house & kitchen furniture after my wifes part is taken out, to her & 
her heirs forever. 

Item. I give to my daughter Mary Battle one Negro girl Lucy, also an equal part 
of all my house & kitchen furniture, also an equal part of all my stock of cattle, 
sheep, hogs & horses, to her & her heirs forever. 

I give to my daughter Elizabeth Battle one Negro girl Agatha, also an equal 
part of all my house & kitchen furniture, also an equal part of all my stock of cat- 
tle, sheep, hogs & horses, to her & her heirs forever. 

I give to my daughter Martha Battle one Negro girl Liddia, also an equal part 
of all my house & kitchen furniture, also an equal part of all my stock of cattle, 
sheep, hogs & horses to her & her heirs forever. 

I give to my child yet unborn, or named the money that may arise from the 
sail of a cortain tract of land lying in Cottowesky Swamp which I leave to be sold 
at publick vandue by my executors for the use of the child, also an equal part of all 
my stock of cattle, sheep, hogs & horses to the use of it & its heirs forever. As for 
all the residue of my estate be it in any kind of quality whatever, I give to be equally 
divided amongst all of my children to them and their heirs forever. 

T desire that all my house and kitchen furniture and all my stock of cattle, sheep, 
logs & horses after the legacy which I have given my wife Martha Battle is paid, 
to be equally divided amongst all my children to them and their heirs forever. 

My will & desire is that the part of my estate directed to be divided by this my last 
will & testament shall be set apart and divided by Executors at their discretion and 
that my children’s estate may remain in the hands of my Executors and continue on 
my sons lands & the profits of which are a sufficient part thereof applied to the 
maintenance and schooling of my children. I do hereby appont my worthy friends 
Thomas Gregorie & John Battle of the county of Hertford and James Norfleet of 
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Nancemond County my whole & sole Exccutors to this my will & testament. In wit- 
ness whereof 1 the said William Battle have hereunto set my hand and seal this 2nd. 
day of December in the year of our Lord Christ 1778. 
Signed, Sealed, Published 
and declared in presence of 
William Battle (Seal) 
Jas. Mony 
his 
Joseph X Hare 
mark 
Hardy Horn 
his 
John X Thorn 
mark 


Proved Feb. 1779 
Winton, Hertford Co. 


GRANT OF LAND BY THE STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA TO 
WILLIAM BATTLE! 


Nash County, N. C., Nov. 10, 1779 
[No. 93.] 


To all to whom these Presents shall come, Greeting: Know ye that we for and in 
consideration of the sum of Fifty Shillings for every hundred acres hereby Granted, 
Paid into our Treasury by William Battle have Given and granted and by these 
Presents do give and grant unto the said William Battle a tract of Land Containing 
six hundred and forty acres lying and being in our County of Nash on the North 
side of Swift Creek. Beginning at a pine in Crowman’s Line thence running along 
said line North, forty five degrees East, Two hundred and Twenty poles to Gideon's 
Swamp and his own line, thence along his own line North forty five degrees West, 
Twenty Pole to a white oak, thence along his own other line North forty five de- 
grees, East, Eighty Two Pole to a white oak thence West Twenty four pole to 
Peter Anderson’s line thence Anderson’s line South Eighty Pole to a red oak his 
corner thence his other line North Sixty seven degrees West one Hundred and 
Twenty seven Pole to a pine thence along his other line North Twenty Degrees East 
one Hundred and four Pole to a Hickory, Thomas Davis’s corner thence Davis’ linc 
West one Hundred and Sixty Pole to a red onk his corner thence continuing West 
three Hundred and thirty Pole to a stake thence a dividing line South forty Eight 
Degrees, East, Five Hundred and forty Two Pole to the beginning as by the plot 
hereunto annexed doth appear together with all woods, waters, mines, minerals 
hereditaments and appurtenances to the said land Belonging or appurtaining to hold 
to the said William Battle his heirs and assigns forever, Yielding and paying to 
ug such sums of money yearly or otherwise 1s our General assembly from time to 
time may direct. Provided always that the said William Battle shall cause this 
grant to be Registered in the Register’s office of our said County of Nash within 
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Twelve months from the date hereof, otherwise the same shall be Void and of no 
Effect. In Testimony whereof we have caused our Great seal to be hereunto af- 
fixed, 

Witness Richard Caswell Esquire our Governor Captain General and Com- 
mander-in-chief at Kingston the Tenth day of November. in the fourth year of our 
Independence and in the year of our Lord one Thousand seven hundred and seventy 
nine. 

By His Excelly’s Command, 
R. Caswell (Seal) 
J, Glasgow Sec. 

Nash County, 
April 20th 1781 


The above Grant is Registered in the Registers office of said County. 
Test. Wm. Hall, P. R, 


This is a true Copy from Record by L. P. Ellen, P. R, 


WILL OF THOMAS BATTLE! 
Onslow County, N. C., Aug. 11, 1788 


IN THE NAME OF GOD AMEN: I Thomas Battle of the State North Carolina 
Onslow County being Weak in kody but of Sound and perfect memory do make this 
my Last Will and Testament in manner and Form Following this is to say Item 
First I Recommend that all my just Debts and Funeral Expences be satisfied and 
paid out of my Estate 

Item. I lend unto my beloved Wife Ann Battle one half Plantation Whereon I now 
live for and during her natural Life including the house wherein I now Live I also 
lend unto my wife one Negro Wench named Big Rachel for the Term of ‘Ten Years 
Provided the Two First living Children she shall have in that Term of Time to be 
supported by her Labor Till they come to the age of Five years- 

Item. I Give and Bequeath unto my Beloved Wife Ann Battle one Negro Boy nam- 
ed David also one Negro boy named Lewis also one Mare Colt Fannie her saddle 
and bridle also one horse Colt Suesper also Two cows and Calves Two Cows and 
yearlings one Two year old Stear one Two year old Bull also Five Sows and Shoats 
such as my Wife Shall Chuse out of my Stock also Two Beds, Bed Hides Cords & 
Furniture as they now stand also all my Plantation tools and Household Furniture 
Except such as I Shall hereafter Bequeath away her her heirs and assigns for Ever- 
Item. I give and Bequeath unto my Beloved Son Benjamin William Battle the 
Plantation that I bought of William Webb also Being Straight Line from the 
Well Corner to the Fork of the Branch thence running up the various corners of that 
between the Two old Fields to Danul Humphry Line and all the Land in that Fork 
of the Branch to Samuel Ashe Line thence down Ashe Line to the said Webb Line 
be it more or Less also one Negro Boy named Cupit one named London one Girl 
named Little Rochell one Mare colt Nance One Cow and Calf Two Two year old 
Hiefers one year old Hiefer one Bed and Furniture to him his Heirs and assigns 
for Ever- ; 
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Item. I Give and Bequeath unto the Child that my Wife is now big with if it be 
Boy the Plantation Whereon I now Live with all the Land thereunto Belonging 
Except that part I have Lent unto my Wife he is not to be Processt with it ‘Till 
after her Death if the Child my wife is now big With Should be a Girl I Lend it 
that half of the Plantation that I have not Lent my Wife to Raise and Support her 
Till my Son Benjamin arrives to age or Marriage At that time my Son Benjamin is 
to Process that half that is not Wil to his Mother the other half he is not to Process 
till her Death the Child my wife is now big with be Either Girl or boy I Give & 
Bequeath unto it one negro Girl named Agg one negro boy named Cuffee also one 
that James Gun owes me Living in the State Georgia Burke County of the age Ten 
years which I have his note for also the Two First livmg Children that my Negro 
Wench named big Rachel Shall have in the time of the Ten Years that I have al- 
veady Lent to my beloved Wife also one bed and Furniture to it its heirs and as- 
signs for Ever- 

Item. I Give and Bequeath unto my beloved Wife Ann My Negro Wench named 
big Rachel after the Term of the Ten Years that I have already lent and other ways 
Disposed of to her her heirs and assigns for Ever- ; 
Item. In Case the Child my wife is now big with be Either Boy or Girl and should 
Die not leaving Lawful Issue all the Person Estate to be Devided between my Lov- 
ing Wife and my Son Benjamin and the other third to my beloved wife to them 
their heirs and assigns for Ever- * 

Item. Provided my Son Benjamin William Battle Should Die not leaving Lawful 
Issues then I Give and bequeath unto my Loving Nephew Thomas Battle Son of 
Ephraim Battle that part and parcel of Land that I Give Devise and bequeath to 
my Son Benjamin to him his heirs and assigns for Ever- 

Item, I also leave Five hundred acres of Land that I have Lying in Georgia 
Burke County begining on Witches Spring Branch to be sold at the Diseression of 
my Executors and the Money Rising there from be applied towards Discharging 
of my Debts—also I leave my negro Fellow Antony to be sold at the Discression 
of my Executors and the Money be applied to the Discharging my Debts with what 
Money I have Due me also be applied towards Discharging my Debts 

Item. As For my Executors I do Constitute and appoint my Loving Brother Eph- 
raim Battle My beloved Wife Ann Battle Executors my Brother in Law Henry 
Gregory and my Trusty Friends Obed Williams and Lot Williams to this my Last 
Will and Testament in Witness hereof I have hereunto Set my hand and Fixed my 
Seal This Eleventh Day of August in the year of Lord one Thousand Seven hundred 
and Eighty Eight- . 

Thos. Battle (Seal) 


Witness 
Bryan Williams 
Barrow 


Obed Williams—Jun'r 
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DIVISION OF LANDS OF WILLIAM BATTLE! 


Nash County, N. C., May 16, 1792 


NASH CO. } 
NORTH CAROLINA 


We the subscribers being appointed together with Jolin Jones by the worshipful 
Court of Nash County to divide and appropriate the Real Estate of Wm. Battle 
Dec'd among his Heirs at Law to Wit. Jas, Wm and John Battle having met on 
the premises do Divide and appropriate the said Real Estate in the following man- 
ner to wit: 

We allot and appropriate to the use of the said Jas. Battle four hundred and 
fifty acres of Land for his part and dividend of the said Real Estate lying on the 
south side of Swift Creek beginning at a persimmon tree on the said Creek thence 
running a line of marked trees to the patent line, thence the patent line to the head 
of a small Branch thence down said Branch to the patent line to the Steep Hill 
Branch thence the meanders of the said Branch to the Creek and thence the various 
courses of, the Creek to the first station with the appurtenance thereto belonging in 
Nash County aforesaid. . 

We also allot, Divide and appropriate to the use of the said William Battle as 
and for his share and dividend of the said Real Estate three hundred and sixty four 
acres of Jand lying on the North side of Swift Creek beginning at a red oak run- 
ning thence N. 45, W. 280 ps. to a corner White oak thence So. 14. W 840 ps. thence 
So. 14, E. 50 ps. to a corner Hickory at the mouth of the Branch at the creek and 


_thence to the beginning, and also a tract of six hundred and fourty acres of land 


granted by the State to the said William Battle Dec’d. by grant bearing Date the 
10th Day of November in the year 1779, as will more fully appear by a description 
thereof in the said grant reference being thereto had with the appurtenances in the 
said County of Nash. 

We do further allot, divide and appropriate to the use of the said John Battle 
four hundred and twenty two acres of Land for his share and dividend of the said 
Real Estate lying also on the North side of Swift Creek beginning at the Hickory 
yunning thence N. 14, W. 50 ps., thence No. 14, E 340 ps, thence So. 50 ps., thence 
E. 286 P. to a corner black Jack, thence 46 W, 180 p. to a corner Hickory, thence 
So. 14 W. 140 p. to a corner Hickory on Swift Creek and thence to the beginning 
with the appurtenances in Nash County aforesaid. 

All which Divisions and Appropriations will more fully appear by the several 
plats thereof annexed. 

We do further determine and agree that the said James Battle pay to the said 
John Battle the sum of one hundred and forty nine pounds and theirten shillings 
and 10d. specie, as and for the Difference in value of the Lot assigned to the said 
James, and that assigned to the said John as aforesaid and that the said James also 
pay to the said William Battle the sum of Two pounds and seventeen shillings and 
2d. specie as the difference aforesaid between their two several Lots as aforesaid as 


See Table 75, 
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per a valuation and estimate of the said Real Estate made by us and hereto annexed 
and agreably to the Act of Assembly in such cases made and provided. 


Given under our hands and seals this 15th day of May 1792. 


Nash County, May Term 1792. Frances Ward (Seal) 
The within Instrument was George Gardner (Seal) 
Exhibited in open Court and the Edmund Drake (Seal) 
Report thereof being made according Wm. Avent ; (Seal) 


to Law was ordered to be Recorded and 
is recorded. 

Test. Wm. Hall C. C, 

Test. Wm. S. Mearns P. R. 
[Deed Book 4, page 147.] 


DIVISION OF LANDS OF WILLIAM BATTLE! 


By order of the Justices of Nash County, North Carolina State and full Court, 
we the undersigned subscribers agreeable to an order of the said Court, have valued 
the Lands of the best of our judgment of the Estate of Mr. William Battle and de- 
termine as follows—viz: 


& 8. d. 
To Mr. James Battle 450 acres @ 35 s. 810 
To Mr. William Battle 364 " ” 22-s.-Gd. +409 10 
“oe ” 7" 640 "7 " 34s, 170 18 4 
uo John ” 422 . ” 18s, 379 16 
1769 19 4 
Of the above Mr. James Battle exceeds Mr. John Battle £ 210 8s. 94d. 
” ” William 9 16s. 5Yd. 
Registered by order of the Court the 
31st day of Noy. 1831 Hardy Griffin James Drake 
Attest Jno. G. Blount Matt Drake Thos. Whitehead 


WILL OF ELISHA BATTLE? 
Edgecombe County, N. C., Feb. 6, 1799 


February the 6th day Anno Domini Qne thousand Seven hundred and Ninety Nine, 
I Elisha Battle of the State of North Carolina and County of Edgecomb do Con- 
stitute make and Ordain this (which follows) to be my last Will and Testament. 
And I give devise and dispose of my Worldly estate in the following manner & 
form (to wit). 

First. I give and bequeath to my daughter Elizabeth Crudup two Negro’s Named 
Venus and Sikey and their increase formerly given unto her possession, and two 
hundred and twenty five dollars to her, her heirs and assigns forever. 


'See Table 75. 
"See Table 1. 
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Item. I give and bequeath to my Grand daughter Cloc Lee, two negroes Named 
Cato and Hardy given into the possession ef her father to her, her heirs and as- 
signs forever, Provided that if her father should die without a Will that the said 
two negroes shall be counted in the division of his estate and go towards her part. 
Item. J give and bequeath to my Son Elisha Battle all the Negroes with their in- 
erease and other things which I have given into his possession to him his heirs. and 
assigns forever. 

Item. I give and bequeath to my Sun Jacob Battle all the Negroes with their in- 
crease and other things which I have given into his possession to him his heirs & 
assigns forever. 

Item, I give and bequeath to my Son Jethro Battle all the Negroes and other things 
and their increase including Toney and Daniel, and their increase which I have 
given into his possession to him his heirs & assigns forever. 

Item. I give and bequeath to my Son Demsey Battle all the Negroes and their in- 
crease and other things which I have given into his possession including Ben and 
Luke to him his heirs & assigns forever. I also give and devise to my Son Demsey 
Battle my part of the plantation and land which I und my two Sons Jacob and 
Jethro Battle leased of Elias Fort during the term of said lease. 


Item. I give and bequeath to my Grand son Isaac Battle one Negro’ boy Named 
Harry and Sixty Silver dollars to him his heirs and assigns forever, which said Ne- 
gro is given up to said Isaac Battle. 

Item. I give and bequeath to my Grand son Joel Battle one Negro boy Named Bob 
and fifty Silver dollars to him his heirs and assigns forever. 

Item. I give and bequeath to my Grand daughter Ann Ross one Negro girl Named 
Doll and sixty Silver dollars to her, her heirs and assigns forever. 

Item. I giye and bequeath to my Grand daughter Mary Andrews’ three children 
(to wit) Jesse Andrews, John Andrews and Elizabeth Andrews one hundred Silver 
dollars each, to them and their heirs and assigns forever. , 
Item. I give and bequeath all the remaining part of my estate to be equally di- 
vided amongst my five children (to wit) Elizabeth Crudup, Elisha Battle, Jacob 
Battle, Jethro Battle and Demsey Battle, Provided that my Daughter Sarah Horns 
Six Children (to wit) Jeremiah Hilliard, Elizabeth Fort, Piety Fort, Charity Bunn, 
Seely Suggs and Henry Horn, Come in for one equal share with my five children to 
be equally divided amongst them and also provided that my Son John Battle's three 
children (to wit) Josiah Battle, Davis Battle, and Elisha Battle come in for one 
equal share with my four sons and one daughter and my daughter Sarah Horn’s chil- 
dren to be equally divided amongst them. Provided also that my Grand daughter 
Mary Andrews’ three children (to wit) Jesse Andrews, John Andrews and Elizabeth 
Andrews have One hundred dollars out of my son John Battle’s childrens share, to be 
equally divided amongst them, to them, their heirs and assigns forever. 

My will and desire is that my estate be sold or divided by my executors at their own 
diseretion. 


It is not intended that the debts which any of my children or Grand children may 
be owing me at the time of my death shall be included in their legacy. I do hereby 
constitute and appoint my four Sons, Elisha Battle, Jacob Battle, Jethro Battle and 
Demsey Battle my Executors of this my last Will and Testament and I do hereby 
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revoke and disannul all others. In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand 
and seal, 

Signed Sealed Published Elisha Battle (Seal) 

and declared to be my 

last Will and Testament 

in presence of 

Nathan Gilbert 

Joseph Sumner 

Duke Wm Sumner. 

Edgecomb County- May Court 1799. 

The within Will of Elisha Battle dee’d was proven in open court by the oaths 
of Nathan Gilbert and Duke Wm. Sumner two of the subscribing witnesses thereto, 
and Jacob Battle one of the executors therein named at the same time qualified there- 
to according to law. Ordered that the same be certified and the Will Recorded. 

Test. 
Edward Hall, Clk. 


WILL OF WILLIAM FORT! 
Robertson County, Tenn., Nov. 18, 1801 


IN THE NAME OF GOD AMEN: 

J, William Fort, of Robertson County, State of Tennessee, being weak in body 
yet of sound and understanding memory, do constitute this my last will and testa- 
ment, and desire it may be received by all as such. 

Item: I leave unto my loving wife, Elizabeth Fort, one fifth of all the plantation 
whereon I now live with one fifth of the charges of the grist mill and saw mill in 
lieu of her right of dower in these lands during her natural life. I give and be- 
queath unto my loving wife, Elizabeth Fort, one negro man named David, one negro 
girl named Rose, two beds and furniture her riding mare named Solon and her bri- 
dle and saddle, also one horse named Darb, one eighth of all my plantation uten- 
seals,’ Three cows and calves, and my wearing apparel, one large seal skin trunk, 
also one eighth or all of my stock (cattle and horses excepted) also the money which 
she has in her possession which has derived from the estate of her father and mother, 
dec’d. , 

Item: I lend the use of my negro woman named Rachel to my loving wife Eliza- 
beth Fort during her widowhood, increase excepted. My will and desire is that 
all the residue of my estate, both real and personal, be continued in the hands or 
possession of my executor hereinafter mentioned under the following restrictions, 
that the residue of my estate above mentioned be kept with a joint stock with all the 
property therefrom (necessary expenditures of my executors excepted) until my 
oldest child comes of age, then to be equally devided according to quantity and qual- 
ity so that he or they shall receive a proportionable part of my estate and so in pro- 
portion with all my children hereinafter named until my youngest child arrives to 
lawful age or at the time he or they should have had or arrived to lawful age, if they 
should die sooner, the residue of my estate as above described, if any remains, to be 
equally divided among all children to-wit: Jeremiah H., Sarah, James, Wm. A., 
Jacob, Josiah, Mary Fort, the above described premises with all the appurtenances 


See Table 27. 
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thereunto belonging. I give and bequeath unto my aforesaid children, to them, 
their heirs and assigns for ever. . 
Lastly: I constitute and appoint my trusty and well beloved friends hereinafter 
named my true and lawful executors to execute this my last will and testament, re- 
voking, cancelling and making void all other will or wills by me made or cause to be 
made, to-wit: Jeremiah Hilliard of North Carolina, Andrew Jackson of Tennessee, 
Isaiah Fort, Joseph Wimberly, Elias Fort, Sugg Fort and all my sons as above 
named. 

In witness I set my hand and fix my seal this the 18th day of November in the 
year of our Lord one thousand, eight hundred and one, 


Wm. Fort (Seal) 


Signed, sealed and acknowledged in the presence of us, 
test, 
Sam’]. Steele, 
David Smith, 
Thos. Morton. 


This will was proven in open court at January term, 1802, by the oath of David 
Smith and ordered to be recorded. 


[Will Book No. 1, page 78.] 
Test, Thos. Johnson, Clerk. 


MARY BATTLE’S DOWER! 


Agreeably to the above annexed order. We the subscribers being summoned as 
Jurors to lay off the Dower of the said Mary Battle, widow of the said William 
Battle dec’d. have met on the premises the 8th day of October 1804 together with 
Samuel Smith Surveyor of the County aforesaid and proceeded to business and on 
the 10th day of the same month do agree that the Dower of the said widow shall be 
laid off and is therefore laid off by the said Samuel Smith Surveyor in our presence 
in manner and form following, Viz: 

Beginning at a red oak on the North side of Swift Creek above the mouth of 
Gideon's swamp thence So. 50, Wt. 156 po. to a white oak and bunch of black Gums 
thence No, 3, Wt. 160 po. to a post oak bush in the original line thence No. 45, Et. 
315 po. to a white oak a corner at the edge of Philip Moodey’s old field thence with 
Williams Chambliss’ line of marked trees to the head of the Stoney Branch thence 
down the s’d branch to the creek thence up the creek to the first station containing 
Three hundred and Sixteen acres, this given under our hands and seals this day and 
date above written. 


John Harrison (Seal) Henry Hines (Seal) 

George Gardner (Seal) James Hilliard ; (Seal) 

Benjamin Drake (Seal) William Bridgess (Seal) 

Wm. Avent (Seal) William Chambliss (Seal) 

Jordon Bass (Seal) Benjamin Boon (Seal) 

Peter Arrington (Seal) Elias Boon (Seal) 
Registered under order of Court the 22nd day of November 1831. 


Attest. Jno. G. Blount. P, R. 


1See Table 76. 
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DIVISION OF NEGROES OF WILLIAM BATTLE! 
Nash’ County, N. C., Feb. 10, 1806 


At a meeting held the tth of January 1806 at the late dwelling house of William 
Battle dec'd for the purpose of carrying the above order into effect, we the under- 
signed (being all three present) proceeded to the valuation of the said negroes forty 
five in number, To Wit: 

Davy $500, Jordon +490, Jason +450, little Dave 400, Friday 450, Allen 450, 
Shade 430, Ikey 430, Wells 850, Bob 350, Gid 350, Kitt 850, Captain 400, Driver 
250, Richard 150, Mourning 320, Agg 290, Jenny 280, Hagar 280, Judah 280, Sa- 
rah Silvey’s child 200, Amey (Charlotte's child) 175, Chone and child Lyd 450, 
Viney and two children Abram and Toney 500, Kizzy and child Balaam 400, Phibb 
and two children Anny and Robhin 450, Patt and two children Riddick and Pink 
480, Siloah and two children Jeney and Pifsey 450, Old Judah and two children 
Rose and Agg 250, and Old Sarah 25, making in the aggregate the sum of Ten 
Thousand nine Hundred and Twenty Dollars. Whereupon we made an allotment 
to Gen’) William Arrington in conveyance of his wife Mary, negroes to the amount 
of Eleven Hundred Dollars, that is to say Davy, Richard, Viney and Two children 
Cato and Clansey. ‘The sum being eight Dollars more than a tenth part. 

Given under our hands this 10th day of February 1806. 

; John H. Drake 


Jas. Arrington 


The above division is Registered under order of Court the 17th day of Nov. 1881. 
Attest. Jno, G. Blount, P. R. 


WILL OF JESSE BATTLE? 
Hancock County, Ga., Aug. 20, 1805 


GEORGIA r 
HANCOCK COUNTY § 


IN THE NAME OF GOD, AMEN: 
I, Jesse Battle, of the County of Hancock and State of Georgia aforesaid, being in 
perfect sound mind and memory and calling to mind the mortality of the body and 
knowing that it is appointed for all men to die, do make and ordain this my last 
Will and Testament in the manner and form following (to wit) principally and first 
of all I give and recommend my soul unto God, who gave it me, my body I recom- 
mend to the earth to be decently buried at the discretion of my executors, nothing 


doubted but that it will be raised again at the general resurrection by the mighty _ 


power of God. And as for the worldly goods wherewith it has pleased God to bless 
me with in this life, I. give and dispose of them in the order and mamner following, 
viz, 
First 
My Will and desire iy that all my Jawful debts should be paid. 
Secondly 
I lend unto Susanah, my dearly beloved wife, the dwelling house and plantation 


See Table 76. 
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whereon I now live, with all and singular the premises and appurtenances there- 
unto belonging or appertaining during her natural life, at her death, I give and be- 
queath unto my son Reubin Battle, the said plantation and everything appertaining 


- thereunto, his heirs and assigns forever, 


Thirdly 
I lend unto my beloved wife Susanah, six negroes, to-wit: Duke, Lancaster, Bob, 
Winafred, Betty and Penny, during her natural life, then it is my will and desire 
that they be equally divided among my seven children to-wit: Benjamin Battle, Wil- 
liam Battle, Lazarus Battle, Isaac Battle, Reubin Battle, Susanna Ragan and Polly 
Rabun, to them and their heirs and assigns forever. 
, Fourthly 
I give and bequeath unto Benjamin Battle one negro boy named Andrew, to him and 
his heirs and assigns forever. 
Fifthly 
I give and bequeath unto my son William Battle one negro boy named Condy, to him 
and his heirs forever. 
Sixthly 
I give unto my son Lazarus Battle one negro boy named Miles, which he has now 
in possession, to him and his heirs forever. 
Seventhly 
I give unto my son Isaac Battle four negroes (to-wit), Alexander, Jack, Isabel, and 
Ede, which he has now in possession, to him and his heirs forever. 
Eighthly 
I give unto Reubin Battle, my son, four negroes (to-wit), Stafford, Dick, Saluda, 


‘and Tinsay, which he has in possession, to him and his heirs forever. 


Ninthly 
I give unto my beloved wife Susanna one Sorrel Horse named Tom, one Gray Mare 
named “Pegg”, the one half of my stock of cattle, hogs and sheep. all of my house- 
hold and kitchen furniture and one half of the crop that now is on the ground or 
may hereafter be at the time of my death, to hold to her and to her assigns during 
her natural life, and after her death what remains to be equally divided among my 
children, likewise I give unto my beloved wife Susanna One Hundred Dollars in 
specie, likewise one half of the farming utensils, to her and her heirs forever. 

Tenthly 


I give unto James B. Cain, my beloved grandson, one negro named Simon, to hold 
to him and his heirs forever. 
Lastly 

My will and desire is that the residue of my estate, both real and personal, should 
be equally divided among my seven children to-wit: Benjamin, William, Susanna 
Ragan, Polly Rabun, Lazarus, Isaac, Reubin, to them and to their heirs and assigns 
forever. 

T also nominate, constitute and ordain my beloved son William Battle and my be- 
loved son in-law, William Rabun, the sole executors of this my last will and testa- 


ment, hereby revoking all other or former wills by me made, ratifying and confirm- 
ing this only. 
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In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal this the 20th day of Au- 
gust 1805. 
Signed, sealed, pronounced and 
declared the Jast Will and Testament Jesse Battle (Seal). 
of the testator in the presence of 
us who in the presence of him and 
in the presence of each other have subscribed 
our names as witnesses. 
Leven Ballard 
William McClellan 
John Veazey. 


Probated October Term, 1805. 
[Book “CG”, folios 237, 238, 239.] 


WILL OF WILLIAM SUMNER BATTLE! 
Taliaferro County, Ga., Sept. 4, 1828 


I, William Sumner Battle of the State of Georgia and the County of Taliaferro, do 
make and ordain this my last Will and testament in manner and form following, viz: 
First.. I lend unto my beloved wife, Sarah Battle, dwelling house and all the out 
houses, and the plantation whereon I now live, with all and singular the premises 
and appurtenances thereunto belonging or appertaining, during her natural life. 
Also I lend her twenty negroes, to-wit, Chaney, Anne, Emely, Weston, Lewis and 
Jinney, Bobb and house, Harriett, Green, Jane, Crawford, Ben, and Martain, Phil- 
lis and her sister, Harriett, Samuel Ezekiel, Cyntha, Kinchen and Dick, and their 
increase during her natural life. And I give and bequeath unto her all the house- 
hold and kitchen furniture. I also give her all the stock of horses, cattle, hogs and 
sheep, and all the farming utensils, Blacksmith tools, carpenter-tools, wagons, carts 
and geer of every kind, and the Still and aljl the casks, and all the brandy, corn, 
fodder, wheat, oats and barley. I also give and bequeath unto her all my ready 
money, my outstanding debts and dues, and request that the few small debts T owe, 
may be paid oat of it. 

and Item. I hereby confirm unto my son Joseph John Battle, the gifts heretofore 
made him by me. And I further give and bequeath to him, one negro woman by the 
name of Henrita and her four children, Anderson, Jemima, Emely, and George and 
their increase. To him and his heirs and assigns forever. 

$rd Item. I give and bequeath unto my son, Jesse Brown Battle, the lands and ten- 
ements whereon he now lives in Hancock County, I also give and bequeath unto him 
two negro men, Candy and Andrew, and a woman called big Pheuba and her five 
children, to-wit: Ferry, Mourning, Allen, Weston and Washington with their in- 
crease; and all other property heretofore given him by me. To him and his heirs 
and assigns forever. 

4th Item. I give and bequeath unto my daughter, Sarah Carter, nine negroes nam- 
ed as follows: Anaca, and her three youngest children, Rose, big Jim and little 
Crawford, Peggey and her three children, Peter, Center, and the youngest, its name 


1See Table 4. 
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not recollected, and a boy named Clinton, with their increase, together with all other 
property heretofore given by me. To her and her heirs and assigns forever. 

Sth Item. I give and bequeath to my son Jolin William Battle, fourteen negroes, to- 
wit: Little Creassy and her four children, Little Lucy, Otway, Rachael and Wiley, 
Agnes and her four children, Little Ben, Olive Merritt, Hittle, Violett, and Penney 
and her two children, Alfred and Penutice and fellow named Noel, and their in- 
crease. I also give my surveying and plotting instruments and a book entitled, 
Gibson Practical Surveying, and all other property heretofore given by me. To him 
and heirs and assigns forever. 

Gth Item. I give and bequeath to my grand daughter Susan Battle Mercer, one ne- 
gro woman called big Patt and all her children, to-wit: Celia, Nathan, Abner, Mar- 
tha, Margaret, and a young one whose name I do not recollect, and Mileah and her 
two children, Osborn, Austin and Delpha, and their increase. And I confirm to 
her father Herman Mercer, the gifts of a fifty dollar bill, a bed and furniture, side- 
saddle and bridle and four chairs heretofore given to him by me. And I hereby 
lend him the above named negroes, which I have given his daughter Susan Battle 
until she shall arrive to age, or marry, and no longer, then to her heirs and assigns 
forever. 

7th Item. I give and bequeath to my daughter, Serena Ragan Stroud, eleven ne- 
groes, to-wit: Beck, and her three children, Mariah, Levina and big Alfred and Ma- 
riah’s child, whose name is not recollected, Suckey and her four children, Naney, 
Edmund, Frances and the youngest whose name I do not recollect, and a girl named 
Euphemia, they and their increase, to her and her heirs and assigns forever. 

8th Item. I give and bequeath unto my son, Lazarus Whitehead Battle, twelve ne- 
groes to-wit: Cheener, Lepsey, Otway, Thadius, and little Harriett, Lig Creacey 
and all her children, Dolley, Nelson, Aylsey, and Daniel, a girl called Pate, and a 
fellow named Neptone, and their increase, together with all other property hereto- 
fore given by me, to him and his heirs and assigns forever. 

Oth Item. I give and bequeath unto my daughter, Susan Long,‘ten negroes, name- 
ly, Big Phillis, Patience and her sons, Kinchen, Hartwell, Dick, Betty, Ephrum, 
Raphley and Amanda, and Adeline, and their increase, together with all other prop- 
erty heretofore given her by me, to her and her heirs and assigns forever. 

10th Item. I give and bequeath unto my daughter, Selina Countes Bunkley, eight 
negroes, to-wit: Big Lucy, and her three youngest Children namely, Phebe, Matilda, 
and James Cato, little Pheruba and her three children, Sara, John and Elizabeth, 
and their increase together with all other property I have heretofore given her, to 
her and her heirs and assigns forever. 

1ith Item. I give and bequeath unto my four daughters, Sarah Carter, Serena A. 
Stroud, Susan F. Long and Selina C, Bunkley (jointly after the decease of their 
Mother) the lands and tenements whereon she now lives and the which is hercby re- 
served for her use during her natural life, to be equally divided amongst them in any 
way that they may deem most satisfactory to them and theirs and assigns forever. 
12th Item. My will and desire is that after my decease, the following named ne- 
Broes to-wit: Dafney and her three youngest children, Clorey, Rachael and Ander- 
son, Nice and Bradford, Bridgett and her children, Betty, Sim and Eliza and their 
increase be equally divided among my eight children namely, Joseph John Battle, 
Jesse Brown Battle, Sarah Carter, John William Battle, Serena A. Stroud, Lazarus 
Whitehead Battle, Susan F, Long and Selina C. Bunkley, and after the decease of 
tay wife, my will and desire that all the personal property that remain of my estate, 
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and is not otherwise appropriated, be equally divided among my eight children above 
named, to them and their assigns forever. 
Lastly. I constitute and ordain my sons, Joseph J. Battle, John William Battle, 
and my son-in-law William Stroud, the sole executors of this my last will and testa- 
ment, hereby revoking all other or former wills by me made, ratifying and confirm- 
ing this only. In witness whereof J have hereunto set my hand and affxed my seal, 


this 22nd day of December Anno Domini, 1826. 


Signed, sealed and pronounced and delivered 
as the last will and testament of the testator 
in the presence of us, who in his presence, and 
in the presence.of each other, have subscribed 


our names as witnesses hereto. 
James Claxton 
his 
Wiley X Allen 
mark 


Larkin R. Gunn, J. P. 


[Recorded in Will Book “A”, pp. 45-49. Sept. 4, 1828.] 
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W. S. Battle (Seal) 


LAND GRANTS IN NORTH CAROLINA TO BATTLES, 1745-1836 


Page 
138 


14! 


Date 
1745-1750 


1775-1784 
1779 
1782 


1789-1790 
1789-1791 


“oe 


1789-1794 
1792-98 
1796-97 
1799-1800 
1800 
1804-05 
1805-1806 
1813-1814 


Name 
Elisha Battle 
Dec. 10, 1760 
Elisha Battle 
Aug. 10, 1762 
Elisha Battle 
Apr. 26, 1754 
Ephraim Battle 
William Battle 
Ephraim Battle 
Oct. 28, 1782 
James Battle 
John Battle 
Jethro Battle 
Ephraim Battle 


Thomas Battle 


James Battle, Sr. 


James Battle 
Ephraim Battle 
James Battle 
John Battle 
James Battle 


Acres 


699 


[From Records in the Office of the Secretary of State, Raleigh, N. C.] 
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131 67 1816-1817 Thomas Battle 1§ Onslow 
134 73 1819-1822 ue 20 ad 
134 78 i i 60 
134 74 - ie 50 " 
137 356 1826-28 Thomas Battle 10 Onslow 
14] 472 1838-1835 “ 100 as 
142 574 1835-1836 ; 389 “ 
ABSTRACTS! 


Chowan County, N. C. March 17, 1740. Registered Nov. 8, 1741. Deed of 
William Battle? and wife, Sarah, “of the Colony of Virginia, County of Nanse- 
mond”, to John Knight, 186 acres in Chowan County, for “fifty pounds current 
money of Virginia”. Teste: Robert Knight, Edward Skite. 


Edgecombe County, N. C. February 17, 1772. Registered by order of February 
Court 1772, Deed of Josiah Crudup* to Elisha Battle.‘ 90 acres in Edgecombe 
County for ‘fifty pounds procn. money’. Teste: Hardy Pitman, Jacob Battle. 


Edgecombe County, N..C. November 20, 1800. Registered by order November 
Court 1800 [Book 9, p. 699]. Deed of Isaac Battle® to Joel Battle.® 538 acres in 
Edgecombe County on South side of Tar River “for and in consideration of the 
Natural Love & Affection which he beareth unto the said Joel Battle his brother”. 
Teste: Demsey Battle, Cullen Battle. 


Will of Thomas Battle.’ Onslow County, N. C. May 6, 1769. Wife and Executriz: 
Mary. Sons: Ephraim, Thomas. Daughters: Phebe Dun, Lucy Davis. Executor: 
James Dun (son-in-law), Witnesses: James Howsey, Thomas Davis, Thos. John 
Story. 


Will of Ephraim Battle.® Onslow County, N. C. March 15, 1798. Sons: Lott, Abner, 
William, Thomas, Frederick, James. Daughters: Mary, Sarah Williams. Executors: 
Lott Battle, Abner Battle. Witnesses: Nath. Loomis, James Williams, Lewis Mills. 


Will of Abner Battle.” Onslow County, N. C. January 6, 1801. Wife and Ezecutriz: 
Susanah. Daughter: Nancy. Eecutor: Gains Rowe. Witnesses: Obed Williams, 
Richard Shackelfort, William Reid. 


Will of James Battle." Nash County, N. C. April 7, 1803. Wife and Administra- 
triz: Abia. Sons: Thomas, James, John. Daughters: Elizabeth, Tempey. Executor: 
Nathan Whitehead. Witnesses: John Nicholson, Arthur Whitehead, Mathew Drake. 


ae the above records given in full it seems worth while to add abstracts of a few 
others, 


*See Table 1. See Table 74, 
3See Table 44, See Table 86. 
‘See Table 1. ‘See Table 86. 
®See Table 52, See Table 76. 


"See Table 58, 
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Will of Solomon Perry.) Franklin County, N. C. March 23, 1815. Wife: Mary. 
Sons: John C., Josiah D., Lark S., Harwood P., Cordy W. Daughters: Mary C., 
Louisa H., and Elizabeth Harris. Executor: John C. Perry (son), Commissioners 
to divide land: Jeremiah Perry (fork), Jeremiah Perry (Col.), Thomas Arendall, 
James Strother, John Perry (brother). Witnesses: J. Perry, William Freeman, 
Sr., Alsebeth Conyers. , 


Will of Isaac Battle.2 Hancock County, Ga. June 8, 1835. Aug. 18, 1835 [Book 
“N,” folios 516-19]. Wife: Patsey. Son: William R. Battle. Daughters: Eliza Ann, 
Sarah W. Bishop. Granddaughter: Martha Ann Uriah Battle. Executors: William 
R. Battle (son), John W. Rabun (nephew). Witnesses: A. E, Reeves, Geo. W. 
Palmer, Frederick Barfield. 


Will of Reuben T. Battle? Haneock County, Ga. 1844! January Court 1848 
(Book “Q”, folios 377-381]. Wife: Bethia. Daughters: Amanda M. I. Nisbet, 
Harriet E. A. Irwin, Mary L. A. Harley. Ewecutors; Charles M. Irwin, William I. 
Harley, Eugenius A. Nisbet. Witnesses: John A. Latmer, Joseph J. Pearce, Dan- 
iel Grant. ‘ 


Will of John W. Battle Montgomery County, Ala. May 5, 1862. Oct. 17, 1865 
[Will Book No. 4, pp. 482-85]. Wife: Sidney. Sons: Jesse S., John M., William 
A., Lee W. Daughter: Julia A. Frazier. Evecutors: William A. Battle, John M. 
Battle, William J. Frazier. Witnesses: Richard Olin, J. Wm. Killen, J. L. Town- 
send. 


ISee Table 46. 3See Table 25. 

*See Table 2. 

‘Certain slaves were willed to the three sons-in-law on Dec. 27, 1844. 
5See Table 16. 
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CHAPTER VI 
PIONEERING MEMORIES 


1. REMINISCENCES OF A PIONEER IN LOUISIANA 


by 
MRS, MARTHA PHILIPS MARTIN1 


My object is to write something in regard to my family as far back as I have 
any recollection and can remember what I have been told by my mother. 

My father, Joseph Philips, was the youngest of seven children—two daughters 
and five sons. My father was born in 1763, and raised in North Carolina, coming 
to Tennessee in 1791. My mother, Milbrey Horn (her maiden name) born in 1764 
was also from North Carolina, They were married in 1785. They had nine chil- 
dren, three sons and six daughters. The eldest, Mary Philips, married Jesse Whar- 
ton from Virginia, a young lawyer of talents and great energy who represented the 
State in Congress twice and afterwards was elected United States Senator. 

Sally Philips married in 1807 William Williams from North Carolina, a lawyer 
of great worth. His parents being wealthy, much time was spent on his education. 
A gentleman in every respect. His attention was turned more to farming than the 


practice of law. They lived to old age, my sister to be seventy, and her husband 
eighty-six. Mr, Williams’ mother was ninety-six. 


Rebecka died quite an infant in 1792. 


Martha Philips (born in 1792) in 1809 married Thomas Martin, an Irishman 
dy birth, raised in the County Down, leaving his native country when he was 19 
years old, and landing in New York in 1800. He left Ireland during the rebellion, 
having taken an active part in favor of his party. He was taken prisoner but made 
his escape by some means. He was pursued, and followed to his father’s home. Not 
heing able to catch him they burned down every house on his father’s place. Hav- 
ing # relation who was a captain of a vessel that was to sail the next day, he went 
there that night, the captain concealed him, and they left the next day. 

My sister Charlotte Philips at the age of 16 was sent to a boarding school not 
far from Nashville. Mrs. Dr. Priestley was the teacher. Her husband was Presi- 
dent of the Cumberland College. Mrs. Priestley often went in the river bathing, 
taking the girls with her. My sister being fond of that pleasure was generally one 
of the party, Unfortunately one day she went in but never returned. The next 
day her body was found and buried at my father’s. Truly it was sad for my par- 
ents, 

Henry Philips was born in 1797. At the age of 16 my father sent him to col- 

He remained there until he was nineteen. Then he engaged in the mercan- 
tile business but very soon after was taken sick and died in his twentieth year. A 
Young man of character and much beloved by all his friends. 

My sister Margaret Philips (born in 1799) married Josiah Williams, a young 
gentleman of unblemished character. She raised a large family of sons and daugh- 


lege. 


'See Table 32, 
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ters. My sister died in 1844 leaving twelve children. Mr. Williams died in 1853. 
Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord. 

Joseph Philips was born in 1803 and died in 1803, the same year. 

William D. Philips (born in 1804), the youngest of the family, married in 
1825 S. B. Clark, intelligent and amiable in all her ways. Truly did I love her. 
She passed away soon to her Father in Heaven. In 1828 he married Elizabeth 
Dwyer, born and raised in Dublin, Ireland. A lovely and charming lady. She 
died in 1872. 

When I married Mr. Martin, he was living in Clarksville, Tenn., engaged in 
mercantile business with Mr. Reynolds. Soon after our marriage, Mr. Reynolds 
and my husband concluded to give up that business and go south where farming 
would be profitable. Louisiana was their preference. They purchased on Bayou 
Teche Allacapa, La. Remaining there ten months, my husband returned home in 
October, 1810, finding a little boy to welcome his return. The next winter we em- 
barked on a flat boat for our home in Louisiana, leaving Nashville Feb. 4, 1811, a 
long tedious passage of eight weeks, stopping at Natchez a few days. We were 
frequently annoyed by the Indians when landing at evening, which we were always 
compelled to do. All on the left of the Mississippi was owned by the Chickasaw 
and Choctaw Indians. Where Memphis and Vicksburg are was then Chickasaw 
Bluff and Walnut Hills. Well do I remember the appearance of each place as it 
was pointed out to me by our old captain on the boat. 

We had considerable trouble, after leaving the Mississippi, passing through 
bayous and lakes. Many places looked as if a boat had never been there before. 
Alligators were so numerous it was great sport shooting them in every direction. 


‘We landed Sunday at Mr. Reynolds’, just below our home. He very soon came on 


board to weleome us. Mr. Martin in return presented him our little boy, who was 
called James Reynolds after him. Our meeting was mutually agreeable. I assure 
you we were glad to get on land and be at our Jong looked for home. All welcomed 
us with joy. The country was principally prairie, and at that season of the year 
every thing was looking well. Cotton and sugar were the principal products of 
that part of Louisiana, orange trees bearing and blooming all the year, and vegeta- 
bles of all kinds growing in abundance. The mode of making sugar in those days 
was by grinding the cane with mules, which was tedious. From two to three bar- 
rels a day were considered good work but always commanded a fair price. So long 
as the war between Great Britain and the United States lasted, which was 1812 to 
1815, cotton was cheap, but sugar commanded a good price. So soon as peace was 
made cotton went up from $7.00 to $25.00 and $30.00. The first summer and fall 
I spent there we had frequent attacks of fever. In November we lost our darling 
little boy James, which was sorrow indeed for a young mother away from all her 
family except my dear husband. Dear child, the Lord has taken him and I can say 
that it was my first treasure laid up in Heaven where we will all meet hereafter. 
The country was settled by French, Spaniards, and Indians principally, when 
we went there. Very soon many from Kentucky, Tennessee, and Mississippi came 
and purchased. Having plenty made quite a favorable change in our Bayou, Three 
or four Irish families living near us, Mr. Martin gave the place the name of Irish 
Bend and it goes by that name today. Three brothers by the name of Sumner from 
Tennessee (connections of mine) purchased a large plantation very near ours the 
year after our arrival, also Dr. Henning from Nashville, which added greatly to our 
society and the appearance of things in general. Our communication with New 
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Orleans was by small schooners, passing across Berwick Bay and up the Lafourche 
to the Mississippi seventy-five miles above the city. We lived ten miles from the 
Gulf and two from Grand Lake. Being just between them we always had a fine 
breeze. By sending to the Bay we got oysters in abundance. Game of all kinds 
Was numerous and fish—nothing to do but throw your line in the Bayou. The red 
fish we often got from the Indians, and they were superior to any other. They 
often brought us game. 

Soon after we got home, Alexander Porter, a young lawyer from Nashville, 
came to see us. He had gone to that country with my husband the year before. He 
found on his arrival that he would not be able to practice his profession until he 
could speak French. In six months he was perfect in that language and very 
soon made a brilliant display of his talents, realizing a handsome fortune in a 
short time. He married Miss Baker of that parish. Six years after their mar- 
riage Mrs. Porter died while on a visit to his friends in Nashville, leaving two 
daughters. Soon after, Judge Porter left for his native country, Ireland, his 
little daughters with him, leaving them there to be educated. Soon after his re- 
turn he was elected United States Senator. His daughters: returned, but lived 
only a short time. He left Washington and returned home to his large estate 
in Louisiana. There he died and was brought to Nashville and buried by his wife. 
His fortune he left to his only brother James Porter, except fifty pounds, that was 
left to the poor in the parish where he was born in Ireland, annually for ten years. 
Mrs. James Porter is now living on the farm that my husband purchased in 1810. 

During our stay in Louisiana we raised cotton, sugar, corn, and rice, which all 
grew to perfection, finding a market in New Orleans for all we could make. Two 
years after our arrival we were blessed by the birth of a little girl, whom I called 
Jane. Of course we thought her beautiful and lovely, as all mothers are alike in 
that respect, 

During the War the planters often could not obtain certain articles that were 
necessary for them to have. Mr. Martin, Mr. Sumner, Mr. Patten, Mr, Caffery 
and others concluded to take a schooner and go where they had heard they could 
obtain those things. They purchased what they required and were returning home. 
The second night a terrible storm came on. They dropped anchor and remained 
until daylight. The pilot thought they might set sai] with safety, but very soon 
they found the vessel sinking. They threw a portion of iron out but stil] they found 
there was no hope of saving it. Having a yawl and being only half a mile from 
land, all got in that except three or four. Mr. Sumner, Mr. Patten, the pilot, and a 
Servant of ours remained on the vessel, a part of it being out of the water. After 
getting on the beach, Mr. Caffery and one of the sailors returned, and found Mr. 
Sumner, his arms around a plank, drowned. Mr. Patten and the pilot were not to 
be found. The servant was hanging on the mast perfectly insensible. They were 
brought ashore and Mr. Sumner was buried on the island. The boy recovered. 
They were all left without any provisions and had only a small yawl in which to 
get home. They left the next morning, making slow progress. Two days after, 
they saw some vessels ashore, and immediately made for them. Mr. Martin con- 
cluded it was most prudent for one of them to go and ascertain who they were. He 
went himself and found it was LaFitte, the pirate. He made his situation known, 
and immediately LaFitte sent for them and treated them with all the kindness pos- 
sible, taking them aboard his vessel and giving them a bountiful breakfast. Mr, 
Martin related their unfortunate disaster to him and how far they were from home. 
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He had a schooner made ready and provisions put on and all that was necessary. 
He inquired of Mr. Martin if he had a family. He replied, “I have a wife and one 
child.” He sent me a demijohn of Madeira wine and the first pineapple cheese I 
lever saw. He told my husband the schooner was a present to him. I will say 
something more about the pirate hereafter. 

It was several days before they reached home. My husband had lost his hat 
when leaving the sinking vessel and LaT*itte had supplied him with a cap and cape 
attached, which was very acceptable in December. Mrs. Sumner, my next neigh- 
bor, was with me the evening before they arrived home. We were fearful some ac- 
cident had happened, as they were gone much longer than we expected. It came 
soon indeed for her. I never witnessed greater grief and sorrow. Long did she 
moan for her dear husband. She was the mother of two little boys. His brother 
sent out for his remains which were brought and buried at his home in 1813. 

The brothers were dissatisfied, offered their plantation for sale, and soon found 
a purchaser, Dr. Duncan of New Orleans. They returned to Tennessee the next 
year. My health not being good, I often would tell my husband a visit to my old 
home would be all that I required. My physician thought a trip to the seashore 
was all that was necessary. We left in a few days, several of our neighbors going 
with. us, taking tents and everything in the way of cooking. Gen. McCall and fam- 
ily, who went out each season, were with us. I found it pleasant—plenty of oys- 
ters and good company. We remained there three weeks. My little Jane was much 
benefitted by the trip, but my heart was set on going to Tennessee, the only place 
where I could find good health. On our return I received a letter from my father, 
urging us to come up and spend the summer at my old home, The invitation was 
readily accepted. : 

In June we left for Nashville, taking two servants. A neighbor, Mr. Theall, 
traveling for his health, was going to Tennessee and we were pleased to have his 
company. The first night we spent with a friend, Mr. Crow. The next day we 
got to Berwick Bay, having to cross that at night, on account of storms and wind, 
the latter always being too high in the day to attempt crossing. There we learned 
that the pirate LaFitte had been taken prisoner and sent to New Orleans but had 
very soon made his escape. <A large reward was offered to arrest him. I think 
certainly he made some friends. We crossed the bay that night on a platform laid 
on two barges. At two o’clock in the morning we landed at, Breshar City, I having 
a letter to the landlady from her father. I sent it to her by a servant. She imme- 
diately came out of her room to see me and received me with kindness and atten- 
tion. The table was all ready for those that had crossed the bay and all as well as 
myself enjoyed our supper. We were a mixed company, Americans, French, Span- 
ish, and Indians. We went up stairs to a large room, with berths all round like 
those on a steamboat. It was late in the morning when we got up. All had gone 
down and taken their breakfast. The lady told me the night before to take my rest 
in the morning and not hurry as 1 could get my breakfast at any time. My little 
Jane was not well and I told the servant to remain until I sent for her. 

We went down and at the foot of the stairs a servant approached us. J think 
he was a Spaniard. He inquired if that was Mr. Martin, and said there was a gen- 
‘tleman that wished to see him. He took me in the dining room and then followed 
the servant. Our breakfast was ready in a few moments. The lady observed, 
“Will you wait for your husband?” I replied, “He will be in very soon.” I sat 
down and commenced eating, and after a while Mr. Martin came in. The lady sent 


_ 


REMINISCENCES OF A PIONEER IN LOUISIANA 56 


up for my baby. Soon after breakfast we left. I think we were twenty or twenty- 
five miles from Donaldsonville. When we got there Mr. Martin told me he had 
business with some gentlemen, which would delay him but a short time. While there 
we got our dinner. JI often enquired of him who it was that he stopped to.see at 
Donaldsonville, but he always evaded answering me. Some time after he told me 
it was LaFitte, the pirate, that was concealed and wished him to take some letters 
to Donaldsonville. On entering the room, LaFitte talked to him, saying, ‘‘Sir, I 
think I can trust you.” Knowing him, his reply was, “You can. Your kindness 
to me cannot be forgotten and whatever I can do for you will be done with pleas- 
ure.” ‘Will you deliver those letters to such gentlemen as I direct living in Don 
aldsonville?” Giving him all the information necessary, he handed him the letters 
saying, “Sir, I learned you were here early this morning. I immediately concluded 
to put those letters in your charge and f feel that they will be safely delivered.” 
Mr. Martin was always quiet on the subject. The next place we heard of LaFitte, 
he was fighting the British in New Orleans in favor of the Americans. 

Having relatives at Natchez, Dr. McCreary and family, we remained there 
several days. When leaving there the doctor and my cousin went some miles with 
us, The doctor reminded my husband of the need of getting a pass from the Gov- 
ernor to carry our servants through the Indian Nation, as that was during the war. 
We passed through Washington where the Governor lived. Mr. Martin recollected 
he had neglected getting the necessary pass. Mr. Theall proposed taking his horse 
and he would drive on slowly until his return. We were about twenty-five miles 
from Natchez. Crossing Bear Creek, our horse got frightened, running up a very 
steep bank which did not check him in the least. I thought my only hope of saving 
myself and child would be to jump out. JI threw her out as I made the leap, but 
that leap was awful for me. My left limb was terribly broken in the ankle joint, 
both bones crushing through my gaiters. My little Jane received no injury what- 
ever, Mr, Theall had his arm and several of his ribs badly broken. So soon as 
my servant came to me, I sent him back for my husband. As we were in a part of 
the country thickly settled, in a very short time many were there to give us assist- 
ance and carried me to the nearest house. Wery soon after, Mr. Martin came. Find- 
ing me suffering greatly, he gave full vent to his feelings, which made me feel more 
sensible of my terrible situation. Two doctors were immediately sent for. They 
examined the shattered limb and very soom announced their opinion that amputation 
would be necessary to save my life. My husband would not consent to that but sent 
for Dr. McCreary, our relative that we hed left that morning. During the night I 
was threatened with lock-jaw. .That alammed my husband and he told the doctors 
to act according to their own judgment. Immediately preparations were made, just 
as the sun rose. My heart seemed about to burst. I felt like soul and body were 
about to separate. My darling child was hrought to me. I thought to take my last 
leave of her. My dear husband, his trouble and sorrow no one knew but himself. 
He wished to know if I had any particular wish to make. I told him my heart 
clung to my dear little babe. ‘‘Take her Ime to my mother; it is all of myself I 
have to give her.” I was taken out on the gallery and laid on a table. The opera- 
tion soon commenced. Chloroform was not ased in those days and my suffering was 
only known to my God and myself. Soom after the operation Dr. McCreary arriv- 
ed. He snid that on account of the terrible break, the warm climate, and the season 
of the year (June), it was certainly the safest thing that could be done to save my 
life. We remained at that house for twelve days. 
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Mr. Caradine, a gentleman living near, proposed having me moved to his house, 
which was done. Mrs. Caradine preparing a small bed, I was carried with great 
ease to myself. In that family I received all the kindness and attention that could 
have been given to a near relative. They had no children, only a sister living: with 
them. Their love and affection for my little Jane was something to me that I really 
prized. We remained at the Caradines’ six weeks. During that time Dr. Me- 
Creary often visited me. He said so soon as I could leave, he would come and take 
me to his home and I would remain until I could leave for Tennessee. Knowing 
that my health would not permit of my traveling at that time, Mr. Martin had dis- 
posed of our wild horse and got one perfectly gentle, 

When leaving for the doctor’s, he insisted that I should get in his buggy with 
him, which Idid. About five miles from his place we saw many Indians sitting im- 
mediately on the road. When they saw us, they rose up; the horse was frightened 
and kicked uztil he broke the entire front of the carriage. Not thinking of my sit- 
uation, I stosd up on the one foot and leaped out, falling on the end of my ampu- 
tated limb, crashing the bones through which had not yet healed. Blood flowed from 
the wound, like pouring water from a pitcher. Had the doctor not been with us I 
could have survived but a short time, He stopped the flow of blood by using a 
tourniquet. fe was slightly injured by a kick from the horse on his leg. I was 
put in our own buggy and went on, arriving at the doctor’s at ten o’clock that night. 
For two weeks I was confined to my bed. Inflammation was so great the doctor 
feared part of the limb would have to be taken off. My husband mentioned it to 
me. I told ‘him never. I preferred death rather than to undergo that suffering 
again, But with great care and skill in two weeks I was up. r 

We remained in Natchez until the first of September. My father, learning of 
my situation, sent down Mr, Barnes, 1 man he had great confidence in, and two 
horses to assist in getting me to my old home, the only mode of travel at that time. 
Soon after his arrival we left for Tennessee. Mr. Martin had sent to New Orleans 
and had me acork leg made, which rendered me great assistance, but still I had to 
use my crutches. We had about four hundred miles to travel through the Indian 
Nation, Chickasaws, and Choctaws, Many white families were living among them 
that had been sent there by the Government. 

The first night after leaving the doctor’s, we stayed at the home of our dear 
friend, Mr. Caradine. They received us most affectionately. The next day we got 
to Fort Gibson, stopping at Mr. Mortner’s, a friend of my husband. We remained 
there two days. 

In a few miles of their place we found ourselves in the Indian Nation. Wher- 
ever we stopped, they treated us with great kindness, as they would if you showed 
that you had great confidence in them. Traveling on, we heard a tremendous howl- 
ing and yellimg. Going near, we found about fifty sitting on the grass with their 
blankets over them, mourning for a chief whom they had just buried. Near the line 
between ‘the two nations, we stopped to stay all night. Finding a great number 
there, the agext soon told us that they were to have a War Dance there that night 
and leave the mext morning for Pensacola. It was truly a night long to be remem- 
hered. The dence commenced, both male and female, and continued until after mid- 
night. About sunrise they stood up and made all join hands, children and all, going 
round and rowd, crying and yelling. Soon after, they made ready for their de- 


parture. Taking leave of their wives and children, they concluded with awful 
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groans and yells. They left and were soon out of sight. The squaws appeared to 
toourn their departure. 

I will relate a circumstance that happened that day. Crossing a large creek, 
the horse stopped to drink. I set Jane in her father’s lap, my crutches being fas- 
tened just before me. I deliberately took them and threw them in the stream and 
they disappeared very soon. My husband looked at me with astonishment. I told 
him I could not stand the sight of them any longer. He very gently reproved me, 
saying, ‘How will you get along without them?” From that day to this I have had 
no use for them. 

Wherever we stopped, they gave us our supper—venison, potatoes, and coffee. 
Having provisions along, we always had plenty. We stopped one morning where a 
white family had been sent to teach the Indians how to spin and weave.. The lady 
met me saying, “I have heard of your misfortune; your husband will never love you 
the less, as beautiful and young a creature as you are.” They were all kindness and 
attention to me and my little Jane. 

The next morning we got our breakfast at James Colbert’s, the Indian Chief. 
He and his wife had a few days before returned from Washington. He said his 
visit there with many others was to have a talk with their father, the President, in 
regard to sending his subjects to fight the British. Mrs. Colbert was delighted with 
her trip, said the President gave them a dinner and all the fashionable gentlemen 
and ladies were there. She was quite fashionably dressed, except for being bare 
footed. We got a most excellent breakfast. Mr. Colbert invited us to stay several 
days and rest. She gave me a lunch for my little Jane that lasted several days. 

Two days after, we stopped at a house, expecting to stay all night, but the 
doors were all open and things had every appearance of being left in a hurry. We 
went on about two miles and camped in the woods, the only night we were out of a 
house during our journey. The servants made a fire and were preparing our sup- 
per when Mr. Toplin, the mail carrier, rode up, got down, and took his coffee, ham, 
and crackers with as. He told us we were fortunate in not being along two days 
before, as a party of Creek Indians had passed along killing every one they met. 
The next night we got to a place called Big Spring. There we found a great many 
Indians who had come there to protect the place. Three nights before, many of 
those Creek Indians had passed there. The families heard that they were coming 
that route where they had passed before, and so left. That night seven boatmen, 
who had gone down the Mississippi in their flat boats, sold out their produce and 
were returning home. They stopped at that place and five of the seven were killed. 
Their graves were near the house where they were buried that day. They gave us 
supper—turkey, corn, and potatoes. Mr, Martin asked the old Indian if he would 
let me and my child sleep in his house, but he would not consent, It is their custom 
not to allow strangers to sleep in the house with their family. I, not knowing the 
danger we were exposed to, slept in the house with not less than fifty Indians and 
many of them were drunk. My husband, Mr. Barnes, and the servants sat up ail 
night. 

The next night we were twelve miles from Columbia, Tenn. There we felt 
Secure from danger. The night after, we stayed at Franklin, Leaving early the 
next morning, we went sixteen miles to my brother-in-law’s, Mr. Wharton, four miles 
from Nashville. That evening we left for my old home. Father and my little 
brother met us in town. On my arrival I found all the family there that I had left 
except two dear sisters, Mary and Charlotte, who had passed away. Our meeting 
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was sad, my mother and sisters wept, but it was joy on my part that I had arrived 
at the home I had toiled so long to get to, My little Jane was caressed by all with 
a love of great affection. My little brother called her his dear loving sister. 

My parents would not let Mr. Martin think of taking me back to Louisiana. 
Finally he concluded to remain in Tennessee, which I greatly preferred, In No- 
vember Mr. Martin left for our southern home, going with the army that was leav- 
ing Nashville for New Orleans, commanded by Generals Coffey and Carroll, all on 
flat boats. They arrived in the city December 22, 1814, and I think the battle com- 
menced the next day and continued until the 8th of January, 1815. In that battle 
Gen. Jackson gained a victory that crowned him with laurels which never faded 
through life. 

Soon after my husband left, my sister Margaret married Mr. J. Williams. 1 
remained at my father’s until Mr. Martin returned, which was in April, 1815. He 
had leased his place in Louisiana until a favorable time to sell. During the Sum- 
mer he purchased the place I am now living on. In July we had a little daughter 
added to our family. My mother named her Mary for my dear sister, Mrs. Whar- 
ton, My dear Jane was delighted, having a little sister to love. 

Mr..Martin improved the place he had purchased and we moved to it in Jan- 
uary, 1816. During that year there was much sickness throughout the country, 
called the old plague. Very few ever recovered who were attacked with the ter- 
rible.disease and many families were all taken; it was more fatal than cholera. 

In 1817 we made fine crops, cotton, corn, tobacco, and hemp. Many houses 
were built up in Nashville. Our merchants were principally Irish, establishing 
large mercantile houses and realizing handsome fortunes in a few years. 

The firat steamboat came to Nashville, I think, in 1816. The goods were 
brought in wagons. Some two years after, the steamboats commenced running 
regularly. 

In August we had three little girls in our family, Jane, Mary, and Elizabeth. 

In the winter of 1818, Mr. Martin carried his cotton to New Orleans. While 
there he sold his plantation to James Porter. Soon after his return, he purchased 
Mr, J. Jackson’s farm a mile and a half from the city on the Gallatin Pike, hand- 
somely impreved, paying forty dollars per acre. This place he rented to different 
persons for many years, generally cultivating the land himself, which always yielded 
abundantly. The splendid spring was the attraction. 

In May, 1822, my father died leaving my brother William the old homestead, 
one thousand acres, twenty-five negroes, stock of all kinds and every necessity for 
farming, valued at $40,000, my mother getting a life interest. The balance went to 
his daughter, 

In June, 1822, I gave birth to William P. In September, 1824, Thomas D. 
was born; im March, 1827, Susan T.; and in October, 1832, Sarah W. 

Mr. Mastin made it a rule to purchase all land joining ours that was for sale. 
His first purehase was three hundred and twenty acres, and he added at different 
times six Jhundred or five hundred and sixty acres. He took great pride in having 
comforts and conveniences around him; a large barn, mill and gin house, stock of all 
kinds, particularly fine horses and a handsome carriage, 

My eldest daughter, Jane, married Mr. McIver in 1833, He was truly a gen- 
tleman of polished manners. His father, a Seotchman by birth, had been raised in 
affluence and wealth. His pleasant manners won him friends wherever he traveled. 
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His eldest son, Evander Melver, married my niece, Elizabeth Williams, who died in 
ten days after their marriage. 

Mr. Mclver owned one of the handsomest farms in Rutherford County, where 
his father and mother both died. Mrs. Graham, his twin sister, married Major D. 
Graham, a gentleman of noble worth, serving his country as a statesman in many 
honorable positions. His widow is now living with my eldest grandson, Evander 
Melver. 

In 1834 my daughter Mary married Major R. Dance, a Virginian by birth, a 
gentleman truly in every respect. He showed all the love and attention that could 
have been bestowed on a delicate wife. ‘Chey had one little boy, Thomas, who died 
very young. Her health declining, the physician advised him to take her traveling. 
He went north and spent the summer, her sister Elizabeth accompanying them. The 
next winter she'spent in New Orleans. She returned home in May and died in 
June, 1837, The next winter Major Dance had a hemorrhage from the lungs and 
was compelled to give up all business, so he came to the country: and remained with 
me until his death in October, 1838. . 

In November, 1835, my dear husband was taken with a violent cough and con- 
stant fever, which lasted two weeks. Every attention was shown him by his friends 
and physicians to keep him with us, but Ged is just in all his ways. My home was 
desolate. I had everything in the way of living abundance, but his presence was 
all to me. 

In October, 1889, my daughter Elizabeth married Dr. John Seip, a young grad- 
uate from the Medical Institute at Philadelphia, where he had been for many years. 
His father died at Natchez and his mother was left with one child in very delicate 
health. Her husband’s dying request was that she should return to her native state 
hy sea and in all possibility regain her health. But, alas, it was only to get there 
and die. I knew his mother before her marriage, a most accomplished and intelli- 
gent lady. She was a sister to Dr. McCreary of Natchez. Dr. Seip purchased a 
plantation on Red River, Louisiana, where I visited them often. In 1855 he died, 
leaving his widow and four children—one son and three daughters. 

In 1840 I concluded that it was most advisable for me to live in Nashville, as 
my two youngest daughters should be at school. I purchased a house and lot and 
moved in. My sons I had sent to Kentucky to school, Susan had been going to the 
Academy for two years. I still kept her there; she progressed rapidly in her studies 
and music. In 1843 her health was delicate, so Dr. Dickingon advised me to send 
her south and let her spend the winter with her sister, Mrs. Seip, which she did, 
Her health greatly improved and they all insisted that she should remain longer. 
Thinking I should go down the next winter, I concluded to let her remain. 

During the summer I received letters asking my consent for her marriage to 
Mr. James T. Flint, a young lawyer of comsiderable talents and good position, rank- 
ing among the first at the Bar. In 1844 they came to Nashville and spent the sum- 
mer and fall with me. I often visited them in their southern home, which was a 
great pleasure to me. In 1853 Mr. Flint died with yellow fever, leaving my daugh- 
ter Susan with five children—two sons and three daughters. They were living on a 
large plantation at the time of his death. My daughter still remained on the place. 
In 1855 I went down to visit her. I remained until the summer of 1856. During 
my stay just two years after Mr. Flint's death, my daughter and two of her children 
died with that awful scourge, yellow fever. I was appointed administratrix. We 
had a family meeting and it was decided the plantation and all the negroes should 
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be sold, which brought $140,000, The debts being considerable took the largest 
portion of the proceeds. So soon as I could leave there, I returned to my home 
bringing the children, Elizabeth, James, and Emma, with me. I put the two eldest 
at school and returned the next year. There were about 200 hogsheads of sugar and 
some cotton that had been reserved and sold after the sale of the plantation. I lent 
a part of the proceeds to a gentleman and took a mortgage on his plantation and ne- 
groes to secure the debt. The War coming on and the interest increasing, I was 
finally compelled to have the place sold, which brought the full amount of the debt, 
bidding it in myself. The brothers and sisters are now living on that farm, giving 
them a comfortable home. Elizabeth married Dr. Dupre in 1874, after being with 
me nearly twenty years. They concluded to return to the state where they were 
born, Louisiana. 

My youngest daughter, Sarah, after leaving school spent much time with her 

sisters in Louisiana. In 1853, I paid Mrs. Seip and Mrs. Flint a visit, intending to 
bring Sarah home with me. Going down, I found her on the eve of marrying Mr. 
R. Tanner, a planter of Louisiana, a young man of correct habits and good family. 
He lived about forty or forty-five miles from Alexandria. I visited her at her new 
home. Her surroundings were comfortable and dbundant. I had concluded to re- 
ain with her that summer. Receiving a letter from home informing me of Mr. 
Mclver’s bad health, I immediately concluded to return, which I did. Two days 
before I reached home, I heard of his death. I found my daughter, Mrs. Mclver, 
with an infant only one week old. In October, 1858, dear Sarah passed away to a 
home of rest where there are no more partings. Her death was truly a lasting shock 
to me. At the same time that I heard of her death, Mr. Flint’s was announced, one 
on the. fourth and the other on the seventeenth of the same month. In the spring 
Mr. Tanner paid me a visit, remaining a short time. 
; In January, 1861, in company with Mary McIver, and Elizabeth, James, and 
Emma Flint, I embarked on the steamboat James Johnson for New Orleans. Ar- 
riving there, we took passage on the Mary T. for Alexandria. Not long after our 
arrival there, Evander McIver came down. Mrs. Seip had one son, Fred, and two 
daughters. Joseph Philips was there from Nashville. These with my party, made 
everything look gay and cheerful. War between North and South commenced; all 
was excitement. The young ladies tried who could excel in making the handsomest 
snit of clothes for the soldiers. Miss Chambers, who had just married Mr. Elgee, 
gave her elegant wedding gown to make a Confederate Flag. The ladies embroid- 
ered it most beautifully, all wishing to give it a finishing touch. Mary McIver gave 
much of her time in completing it. I saw it the day it was completed and when it 
was presented to the Company. 


Thomas Martin my son who had served two years in the Mexican War gave 


much of his time to recruiting. Many companies left Alexandria while we were 
there. Evander McIver thought it most advisable to return home. Then he would 
come to some decision in regard to joining the army. The first of June we left, 
leaving Elizabeth and James Flint. When they got to the city, all seemed to think 
they were perfectly safe. When we arrived at Memphis, they were blockading the 
town, There we had to leave the Mississippi and take the cars for Nashville. Ar- 
riving there, Evander got a hack and we went to his mother’s, finding all well, de- 
lighted to see us return to our home. Nothing was thought or talked about but the 
War. Tennessee had seceded and they were making every preparation for the de- 
fence of our town, blockading every hil] around Nashville. 
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The steamboat that we had gone down on the winter before and many others 
were turned into gun boats, Companies were leaving every day for Kentucky or 
other points. In the winter a Texas Regiment came to Nashville and many of the 
poor soldiers were left there, never to return. The first battle that was near, up on 
the Cumberland River, the Confederates met with a considerable defeat. General 
Zollicoffer and many brave soldiers were killed there, Evander McIver was in that 
battle, and lost his horse (that he called Jeff Davis), his trunk, and everything ex- 
cept what was on his person. I will say nothing more about the War, as it is a sub- 
ject all are familiar with and its final result. 

In 1866 I paid my last visit in the south. Mrs. Seip had just returned from 
Texas, where she had fled with the hope of keeping her negroes. While there she 
had five hundred bales of cotton and a handsome residence destroyed by the Fed- 
erals, together with the gin house and mill. I found them living in the cabins, quite 
cheerful, with the hope of making a good crop and getting a high price for their 
cotton. But alas, their hopes were all blasted. The overflow in June and the cater- 
pillars in September blasted all their hopes. I spent much of my time with my son 
and his family. The most of his place was above high water. A great deal of sick- 
ness was throughout the parish. I had always enjoyed good health there before, 
but now for six months I never saw a well day. Thomas went out with a party to 
the pinewoods fishing and returned very ill. He said he had had severe chills. Soon 
after he got home, he was taken with a congestive chill and died that evening, Jeav- 

ing a widow and five children. All those trials are truly sad but make me more will- 
ing to depart and be with Christ, my Lord and Saviour. Rest, rest for the weary 


2. EARLY DAYS IN BOWIE COUNTY, TEXAS! 


by 
MRS. MIRIAM FORT GILL? 


In the spring of 1836, shortly after the battle of San Jacinto, my grandfather, 
Dr. Josiah W. Fort, came to Texas on a prospecting trip, and coming overland from 
Tennessee naturally came into Texas at the northeast corner. Finding timber, 
springs, and small open prairies he thought this a similar country to the rich “bar- 
ren lands” of Kentucky and Tennessee, and fearing the Indians farther west he 
stopped here. He secured a survey of land lying just one and one-half miles north 
of this city and later located the tract as his headright. 

In November of the same year he brought his wife and seven children, a young 
lady friend of the family and forty slaves from Tennessee to Texas, traveling by 
carry-all, wagon, and horseback, the older girls through preference riding horseback 
all the way. For days they traveled along with or in the wake of Indians whom the 
United States Government was moving from Alabama, Mississippi, and Georgia to 
the Indian territory. The family was six weeks on the way. 

Texas was at this time in a most unsettled condition. There were only about 
twenty thousand people in the entire Republic. The line between Texas and the 
United States was fairly well-known but had never been surveyed. Travelers from 
the States were required to pay duty on everything brought into the Republic. Land 
had practically no value, vast tracts Leing given by the Government to settlers to 
induce colonization. Indeed years later 640 acres were often sold for a cow and 
calf or a good mustang pony. The prairie lands were not considered desirable for 
settlers because the high grass afforded excellent hiding places for the Indians, and 
prairie fires were frequent and dangerous. The settlements therefore were in the 
timber and hugged the streams. There was only one wagon road through this sec- 
tion, running from New Orleans through the settlements. In these early days there 
were no churches, no schools, no law or order, every man being law unto himself and 
ruling for the good of his household. It was not good manners to ask a stranger 
where he came from, the unsettled condition of the country rendering all parts of it 
a safe refuge for delinquents and criminals, some of whom settled down and made 
excellent citizens. 

At this time there was no Bowie county; all northeast Texas was known as the 
Red River Country. Stock raising was the main industry, the luxuriant grass in 
the woodlands in summer and the canebrakes in winter keeping the cattle in prime 
condition. A few farms were opened up, but there was general prejudice against a 
taan who cleared land for crops as he decreased the open range. 

The first winter my grandfather spent in housing his family and clearing land 
for the next year’s crops. For his family he built a house of hewn logs, two large 
rooms with a wide open hall between and a stick and dirt chimney at each end. The 
negroes had one-room cabins for each family. Thé two-room log house was the 
common settler’s home and cost not exceeding twenty dollars. As a genera] thing it 


1From an article in the Texarkana (Tex.) Four States Press, December 2, 19238. 
?See Table 29. 
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cost nothing, the settlers gathering for a “house raising,” a common manifestation 
of mutual good will and helpfulness. 

This primitive house contained only the bare necessities of living, for no furni- 
ture excepting beds and chairs could be brought over the long rough road from Ten- 
nessee. In it my grandmother, like many other pioneer women in similar houses, 
carried on the great business of homemaking, feeding, and clothing the family of 
fifty, white and black. She spun cotton and woolen yarns, colored them with dyes 
made from berries, roots, and bark, wove the cloth on a home-made loom, cut and 
made by hand every garment, and with the assistance of her daughters knitted all 
the socks and stockings for the big family. Food for a family of that size was a 
problem then. There was an abundance of game, but no fruit or vegetables the first 
year, although garden seeds had been brought from Tennessee. There was no cof- 
fee, no sugar, and for three years there was no flour on the table. There was no 
grist mill in that section and corn was ground into meal in a steel] mill fastened to 
a tree, taking two negro men a whole day to grind a week’s supply. 

Candles were made by dipping a cotton wick again and again in melted tallow, 
an iron lamp of primitive Greek pattern, with a cotton wick floating in grease, was 
used in the kitchen and smoke-house, and lightwood knots supplied the cabins with 
lights. 

There was-no blacksmith shop nearer than twenty-five miles, to mend a broken 
chair or plowshare, and there was not a crossroad store in all the country. The 
nearest postoffice was at Washington, Arkansas, and a negro was sent once a month 
for the mail. 

During the first winter the family had not even one visitor, and my grand- 
mother, a cousin of the great Henry Clay, refined, educated, and accomplished, had 
no visitor in her house for three long years. During this dreadful loneliness death 
came twice into the home. First one of those dear companions who had come 
with her from Tennessee, sickened and died. During the winter grandfather had 
dug a sawpit and laid pine logs across it, and one negro standing at the pit and one 
above on the log with a whipsaw sawed some lumber. He took some of these boards 
and made a coffin for her friend, grandmother gave her best black dress to cover it, 
and one of the linen sheets lined it. A few months later her little baby boy died. 
They burned pine knots under an inverted washpot and made lamp black which was 
mixed with fresh turpentine from the pine trees and used to stain the little coffin 
black. As there were no screws to be had, the coffin lid had to be nailed down, each 
strike of the hammer crashing the mother’s heart. There was no preacher, so grand- 
father read his Bible and prayed for his dead and his living. My father says his 
mother never was the same after this sorrow. 

There was much sickness from malaria at this place that year. Every member 
of the family except my father and one negro woman were ill-at one time. A kind 
physician named Dr. Gray came and stayed until all were recovering, but there 
never was a time when there was less than a third of the family sick. 

The second year grandfather made a good corn crop and put up a gin and grist 
mill, the first in that part of the country. He made a cotton crop also, and hauled 
his cotton to White Oak shoals, a steamboat coming up from Fulton, Arkansas, for 
it. Very little cotton at that time was raised above Fulton, 

Sometime during this year the Chihuahua traders, a company of Mexicans, came 
to the settlement and camped several days at grandfather's plantation. They had 
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often heard her tell of the first time she went to church in Texas. She knew, of 
‘course that it was a frontier country, but there were many refined people in the 
neighborhood, and she was young and credulous, so when my father asked her to 
put on her very best clothes and go to church with him, as he wanted to show every 
one his pretty wife, she gladly complied. She wore a handsome gown of brocaded 
silk, a fine embroidered collar and topaz brooch, a dainty watch and chain, fine mitts, 
silk hose and satin slippers, and crowned her toilette with her precious bonnet of 
uncut velvet with nodding plumes of pink and blue. In those days on impassable 
roads every one rode horseback; so she pinned up her silken skirts, put over them a 
riding skirt, and away she went. She said she noticed my father’s eyes twinkling 
brightly but suspected nothing until they stopped at an open place in the woods. 
“What are you stopping for, Joe?” she asked. “Why, for church,” he replied. 
“Where is the church?” ‘Just down here a little way.” They walked a short dis- 
tance to a log house with a dirt floor, with benches made of split logs and peg legs. 
The congregation was largely of settlers who wore homespun clothes, the women 
wearing sunbonnets. Proudly my father led the way, his mischievous eyes dancing, 
and she, realizing the joke he had played upon her, followed with blushing face and 
downcast eyes. After she was seated, the little girls, amazed at this wondrous vis- 
ion, gathered around her, and said, ‘That’s my watch,” “That’s my bonnet,” “That's 
my mitts,” until her confusion was completed by the preacher, who took for his text 
“Vanity of Vanities,” saith the preacher, “Vanity of Vanities.” But she had the 
good sense to know that those homespun dresses covered hearts of gold. And this 
tender bride herself one lonely night in the hills, when her doctor husband was away 
and the negroes fast asleep in the quarters, shot and killed a panther which had crept 
up to the open door and threatened her own and her baby’s life. 

A railroad was now the imperative need of this country, One had been pros- 
pected to run from Pine Hills, the northwest corner of Red River County, to Gal- 
veston, but fell through. In 1849 there was great excitement over the proposed 
Great Pacific railroad which was to run from the Pacific to the Atlantic, passing 
through Memphis, Little Rock, and Fulton, entering Texas at the northeast corner. 
This prospect should not be confused with the Memphis and El Paso, which fol- 
lowed it. A commission of eminent men planned to ask the United States govern- 
ment to aid with its lands. This commission was to meet delegates from al] the 
southern states in Memphis on July 4, 1849, and the Texans had started on the way 
when an outbreak of cholera in Memphis broke up the meeting. 

Grandfather, like many other Texans, had great faith in this prospect and firm- 
ly believed the road would be built. He said this piece of high ground near the 
corner of Texas, Arkansas, and Louisiana was the logical situation for a city, and 
so firm was his faith that he erected on the south line of his headright a stout post, 
and on that post he nailed a board and on the board he painted the name which he 
originated for his dream city, a name made of the three states—‘Tex-ark-ana.” 
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no very uncommon thing to see fifty deer in a drove or that many wild turkeys in a 
flock. Fish were found in abundance, too. Red River, the lakes, and creeks seem- 
ed to be alive with them. But it was thirty-five to fifty miles to any market where 
other food could be obtained. The main dependence was on steamboats navigating 
Red River and bringing supplies, landing them at various plantations. When there 
was plenty of rain on the headwaters, boats came up, At that time the raft at 
White Oak Shoals, sometimes called Milliken’s Bend, had not accumulated to such 
an extent as to prevent navigation of the river when there was a good stage of wa- 
ter. I have seen steamboats at my father’s landing when I was a boy. Corn-meal 
was ground on hand-turned steel mills the first year, but my grandfather added a 
corn grist mill to his cotton gin the second year. Flour, sugar, and coffee, at times 
became very scarce indeed. 

My grandfather Orren D. Battle, his three sons—James W., Julius D., and 
Robert J. Battle, the latter being my father, along with two sons-in-law, Charles 
McCutcheon and William Ellis, and their families, and a grandson, Thomas Benja- 
min Hopkins, came out from Hinds County, Mississippi, in 1842. They bought 
lands and settled in the same community with the Tennessee colony. They also 
brought a lot of negro slaves with them. 

In a period of » few vears the four daughters of Dr. Josiah W. Fort were mar- 
ried. In 1842 my father, Robert J. Battle, married my mother, Miss Susan G. 
Fort; James W. Battle married Miss Diana Fort; John Rochelle married Miss Julia 
Fort; and Meek Smith married Miss Harriet Fort. The latter couple moved io 
Bastrop, south Texas. The others all settled at Myrtle Springs, creating an ideal 
community, almost every memker of which was closely related to the rest. Myrtle 
Springs was near where the railroad station Hooks, in Bowie County, now stands, 

These forbears were all Missionary Baptists and this community was composed 
almost exclusively of people of that faith. In 1843 they built the first church own- 
ed by that denomination in Bowie County. It was constructed of hewn pine-logs. 
Tt had a loft running half way the building, reserved for the negro worshipers. My 
first memory of church buildings and church affairs dates back to this old log house. 
When I think of the sweet and hallowed influences that surrounded my childhood 
and compare it with the city churches we have today, turning the Temples of God 
into playhouses, where they ring with the guffaw rather than the serious melody, I 
rather pine for “good old days of the by-gone.”” I remember sitting by the side of 
my mother, having cleaned my first red-topped boots with my white handkerchief, 
looking at a big florid-faced minister away up in that little old-fashioned pulpit, 
preaching away. It was Brother Pickett, father of Col. G. B. Pickett, who repre- 
sented Wise County in the State Legislature for several terms. The next of my 
mother’s ministers was Elder Lewis Ward Davis. When he left that charge, he 
went to Arkansas and married. To that union was born a son, who was later Gov- 
ernor Jeff Davis of Arkansas. The third of these pioneer preachers was “Daddy” 
Daniel Buckner, father of Robert C. Buckner, founder of Buckner’s Orphan Home 
located at Dallas, Texas. ‘Daddy’ Buckner also had a son, Henry, who was a 
missionary to the Choctaw Indians. When they visited their father, they preached 
for him. From the appearance of these two brothers on their respective visits, I 
was given an idea of what St. Paul meant when he said of himself; “To the weak 
I became weak that I might gain the weak. I am made all things to all men that I 
might by all means save some.” It was thus: Elder Buckner (Robert) was then 
serving the church at Paris. He represented or served in a community of the most 
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cultivated people there were in North Texas. When he came on a visit he was dress- 
ed within an inch of his life—fine and nice. When Elder Henry Buckner came over 
trom the indian Nation he was dressed like an Indian, with a fringed buckskin suit 
and moccasins. He even adopted the manners and customs of the red man that he 
might win him to Christ. To my mind, they were both as fine a type of Chris- 
tian men as “My Old Kentucky Home” ever furnished Texas. 

These old Tennessee and Mississippi Baptists were zealous and consecrated 
members of their church and did their parts in sowing the seed and laying the foun- 
dation of the Baptist faith in the new country. If I have it down right, no denom- 
ination of Christians has excelled them in faithful work for the Master in Texas. I 
am glad to write of the success of my ancestors’ branch of the Christian church, I 
do it with sincerity and all good conscience. It would be unfair to myself, however, 
if I gave no expression as to my church relations. I have been a Presbyterian elder 
for more than fifty years. I have been active in the service of my Master and I 
hope that I may be pardoned if I say “diligent in studying to know and do His will.” 
I have now passed my seventy-fourth mile-post in life’s journey and can say with a 
clear conscience that I have never for a moment regretted having affiliated with, 
espoused the cause of, or conformed to the ordinances of my church. 

There was quite a lot of swamp and bottom lands in the vicinity of the old 
pioneérs and at times they had a great deal of sickness, among both the white and 
colored population. Chills, fevers, and all kinds of malarial diseases were preva- 
lent. Screen cloth was unknown and mosquitoes, flies, gnats, and all kinds of dis- 
case-bearing insects got in their work at first hand. Of course, in the sparsely set- 
tled country, there was no great incentive found for the practice of medicine and 
physicians were scarce. These frontiersmen were put to a great deal of inconven- 
ience and delay in getting doctors. Most of them had a medicine chest in which 
they kept blue mass, calomel, lobelia, quinine, ete. If the patient was not taken too 
violently ill they would administer these and other remedies like teas made of herbs, 
and mustard plasters, and some would bleed their sick in order to avoid sending for 
a physician. The physicians of that date were all of the old school of practitioners 
known as “saddle-bag doctors.” They were true and sincere men, not so mercenary 
as a great many of their profession appear today. They usually visited their sick 
regardless of distance, the bad weather, or any hardships they had to endure to get 
there. There was a sincerity about his practice that endeared the ‘“‘old-timey” doctor 
to his patrons, and made him a confidant, second only to the family pastor. 

Washington, Arkansas, thirty-five miles away, was the nearest post-office to the 
new-comers. They had to despatch a negro once or twice a month for their mail. 
The old Star Route system of carrying mail then in vogue was a slow process of de- 
livery. They experienced long delays in hearing from “back home’, and it took 
months for tthe transmission of news from the Old World. 

These advance agents of our great Texas civilization were educated and accom- 
plished and their offspring had a penchant for learning, but the school facilities of 
the new cowtry were very poor indeed. The nearest permanent schools were at 
Clarksville im Red River County and Arkadelphia, Arkansas. They had to patron- 
ize them for a number of years until others were established nearer. 

_ South Carolina can claim the honor of having the first railroad constructed in 
the United Skates. It was operated from Charleston to Hambure in 1831. But 
when these torch-bearers of civilization of whom we are writing landed in Texas. 
there was not a mile of railroad within five hundred miles of this State. Just be- 
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fore the Civil War the roadbed of the Texas & Pacific was graded through Bowie 
County. My grandfather, Orren Datus Battle, was privileged to cast the first spade 
of dirt in its construction in this county. My father had his’ slaves to do a consid- 
erable part of the grading, for which he was paid in land certificates, granted by the 
State to that company. The Texas & Pacific was also the first railroad that was 
built in Bowie County. It ran a train from the West into Texarkana in 1878. 
Our pioneer relatives were farmers. They planted just enough corn for the 
home consumption and the balance in cotton, Grain did not do well on their bottom 
Jands, Cotton was their moneyed crop. It was the only product they could raise 
that would bear exporting and they had to market it in New Orleans, It sold at a 
low price after freighting about 600 miles aad it had to be sold by commission 
merchants, the owners paying their percentage for handling it. The New Orleans 
Cotton Exchange has kindly sent us a detailed report of the prices that prevailed 
in the market from 1840 to 1845. In order to shorten our article, we give below 
just the average prices per annum as quoted by them: During the year 1840-41 
the best grade sold for 9 1-4, the lowest for 7 3-4. In 1841 to 1842 the best sold for 
8 cents and the lowest for 7 cents. In 1842-43 the best sold for 6 1-4 and the low- 
est for 5 1-2 cents, In 1843-44 the best sold for 8 cents and the lowest for 7 cents. 
In 1844-45 the best brought 6 cents and the lowest 5 1-2 cents. It will be seen by 
this that the average price of cotton for those five years was 7.5 cents for the best 
and 6.5 cents for the lowest, making it sell for an average of about 7 cents, or $35.00 


per bale. The expense of sending it to New Orleans and the merchant’s commission 


had to come out of this. It should also be considered that it took the owner two or 
three weeks to go to market and that he got nothing for the seed, as there was no 
market for them. We can see that even with slave labor the Southern producer did 
not have a gold mine in his cotton field. At that time a cotton gin was considered 
to be doing pretty well when it turned out five bales per day, the cotton being han- 
dled altogether by hand. 

Our far-distant ancestors had come over from England in 1654 and set- 
tled in the South and their progeny scattered over the southern States, but few go- 
ing north of the Mason-Dixon line. They had imbibed southern sentiments and 
adopted their manners and customs. Along with the others, they had become slave- 
holders. The Government of the United States had recognized slavery as legiti- 
mate, Slaves were bought and sold and considered as assets, just like other prop- 
erty and were just as legitimately their owner's property as the houses and lands, 
mules and horses of the citizen of the North. The Book of Books recognized slav- 
ery. The patriarchs and prophets had slaves and slavery was in vogue during the 
days of the Apostles. Abraham must have bad a thousand slaves as he had 318 
grown men able to bear arms and go to war with and for him, They were all born 
and reared under his own vine and fig tree. He was the Father of the faithful, 
the Friend of God. He was told of the Lord that “his seed was to be made slaves 
for a long period of time,” just as if it had been so decreed by Jehovah. While 
Moses was engaged in the delivery of the Israelites, they had slaves; bought and 
sold them just as the people of the South did. Remember that Moses was cogni- 
zant of it and God was manifesting his presence in the pillar of cloud by day and 
the pillar of fire by night. During the 400 years of theocratic government—God 
acting through the Judges, the Israelites had slaves. Clear down to the days of our 
Saviour and the Apostles, this chosen race of the Lord practiced slavery. So the 
South had a long line of examples in the ownership of slaves. 
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The writer was born on one of the most beautiful slavye-worked plantations in 
the Southland. “It was known as the Hawkins Prairie Plantation. It was a black- 
land prairie plantation in the valley of the Red River, fourteen miles west of Tex- 
arkana, and consisted of a thousand acres, level and smooth, sloping about five feet 
to the mile. It was leveled at the upper end to ward off overflow waters. It belong- 
ed to my father and his brother, James W. Battle. Our home was on a bluff over- 
looking the entire plantation. The negro quarters were built on an elevation about 
the center of the plantation and consisted of two rows. of houses about the length of 
a city block, facing each other on a graded street. At one end of these rows was 
the overseer's house, the smoke-house, and the commissary. At the other end were 
Jarge barns and mule-sheds. A cotton gin, with a corn grist mill attached, was in 
the middle of the plantation. The owners had a sufficient number of slaves to work 
the place like a well-kept garden. When the crops were growing and the hands all 
out at work, it was a beautiful and inspiring sight to behold. My people were kind 
and considerate with their slaves. They were good providers for them. 

I have some fond recollections of that negro-worked plantation. Jt was in a 
fine fishing and hunting territory, a hunter's paradise, and as a boy I was full to 
the brim all the time of my stay there with fun and sport. Then my remembrances 
of some of the slaves have been pleasant and interesting. There were Uncle King 
and Aunt Harriett. They were born in slavery to my Grandfather Battle. While 
they were servants and expected to do their work like the others, my father had an 
especial regard for them. He would not under any circumstances suffer them to 
be imposed upon. There were Jerry and Abe, inherited by my mother; Jerry a 
good carpenter and Abe a blacksmith. They would have sold on the block in any 
city of the South for $5,000.00. A normal negro man was worth $2,000.00. As 
the rule, the male negro was worth $100.00 for every year of his age up to 20 years; 
the female g third less! Then I have a vivid recollection of Simon, the ox-driver. 
He had charge of three yoke of oxen, had them well-trained. He could almost 
play a tune with his ox-whip in popping it. He married a half-breed Indian wo- 
man, about twice as large and strong as he was. She was a fine worker. My 
father bought her to gratify Simon. She was all right until she got mad. Then 
she would raise an Indian war-whoop that could be heard all over the negro 
quarters and at Simon’s house it was ‘Rats to your holes!" and Simon was tak- 
ing a vacation right NOW. Everybody just kept away from Louisa’s house until 
the Indian blood cooled off. I will not soon forget “Slewfoot” York. He was 
big, brown, and rusty-looking; appeared like some big beast just out of the jungles 
of Africa, But the biggest thing about him was his feet. He could not get his 
toes in the largest shoes that came in a case and my father had to order an extra 
size, thirteens or fourteens, from New Orleans every year. Spencer was another 
inheritance of my mother’s. He was short, stumpy, and resolute in appearance, 
He seemed to go back and partake of the nature of his Darwinian ancestors, fond 
of the forest. He would run off once or twice each year and stay a week or two. 
When he would get tired of sleeping in the fallen tree-tops, and was hungry and 
wanted to draw rations from “Marse Bob's” commissary, he would slip back to the 
plantation and be at work before anybody would know he was about. My brother 
was in the Confederate Army about the third year of the War. He was down on 
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States they were much lower. 
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the coast of Texas and wrote my father that he could sell his slaves down there for 
#g800.00 all around, that he thought it very doubtful about the success of the Confed- 
cracy and advised him to bring his slaves down there and sel] them, My father saw 
it in a different light and went at once and bought a negro woman and her four boys. 
He paid $2,000.00 for them, paying $1,200.00 in cash, and gave his note for the bal- 
ance, making it due and payable six months after a ratification of a treaty of peace 
between the Confederate States of America and the United States, Within twelve 
months the negroes were freed. The holder of the note brought suit on it but it was 
thrown out of court. This negro.woman was named Saphrony. She gave birth to 
a girl baby after we bought her. Her children had unique names: Wesley Ben- 
jamin, Peter Origan, Sandy Richards, Charlie Isaac, and Beula Benton, The first 
two mentioned were twins, one a mulatto, wide between the eyes, with a broad and 
projecting forehead, the other, like his mother, jet black, mink-eyed, with flat and 
receding head. 

Our grandfather, Josiah W. Fort, was past middle life when he came to Texas 
in 1836. He had been for years the leading physician in the western district of 
Tennessee. He had accumulated a competency and after moving to this State re- 
tired from the practice of medicine. He was a man of fine personal appearance and 
intellectual powers. He died at his home at Myrtle Springs. in 1858, leaving a con- 
siderable estate, consisting largely of negroes and land. His wife died several years 
prior to his death. 

Grandfather Orren D. Battle was of that hardy old type of North Carolinians, 
who, early in the history of the United States, settled in and developed the old Tar- 
Heel State. His ancestors came over from England and settled in this country in 
1654. One of our ancestors, Elisha Battle, served in the North Carolina Provincial 
Congress before the Revolutionary War. They have been a sturdy and prolific 
family. Grandfather Battle moved from Edgecombe County, North Carolina, in 
1808 to Tennessee, then in 1828 to Hinds Co., Mississippi, from thence to Bowie 
Co., Texas, in 1842. He was prepossessing in appearance, had strong religious and 
political convictions, was well-educated and wielded a wide influence. He died in 
Bowie County in 1869, at the age of eighty-four years. : 

My father, Robert J. Battle, and his two brothers, James W. and Julius D. 
Battle, came to Bowie County, as hereinbefore stated, in 1842. They were prosper- 
ous farmers, raised families, and did well until the Civil War. Having lost their 
fortunes through the emancipation of their slaves, they all left Bowie County. My 
father moved to Denton County and was in the flour mill business for a time, 
and then moved to Wise County, near Slidell. During the latter part of his life, 
he employed his time in religious work. He died at Greenville in 1892. My mother 
had died some time before that date. James W. Battle died in Tennessee. Julius 
D. Battle died in 187! in Bowie County, Texas, having moved back there. 

Two young men that came out with the original pioneers who became rather 
preeminent were Dr. Joseph M. Fort, son of Dr. Josiah W. Fort, and Dr. Thomas 
Benjamin Hopkins, grandson of Orren D, Battle. They completed their literary 
education at the McKenzie School, Clarksville, Texas. Both studied medicine and 
went to Philadelphia to the Jefferson Medical College, riding horseback to that 
place. They graduated in 1854, came back to Bowie County, and practiced their 
profession there as co-partners in the year 1855. Dr. Hopkins then moved to Clai- 
borne Parish, Louisiana, and practiced medicine there until the outbreak of the 
Civil War. He volunteered in the Confederate Army and fought in the ranks for 
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two years until he was wounded at Corinth, Mississippi. After that time he was 
put in charge of a hospital and remained in that service the duration of the War. 
In Claiborne Parish he had married Miss Kennedy, who died during or soon. after 
the War. When he returned from the War, he moved to Lafayette, Louisiana. Here 
he married his late wife’s sister and settled. He lived in and practiced medicine at 
this place for more than. fifty years. He was a man that took great pride in his 
profession, never allowing inclement weather to prevent his going to the bed- 
side of the sick. He was preeminently a fine Christian character. He died at his 
home in Lafayette in 1922 at the ripe old age of ninety years. He left a large, well 
educated, and cultured family of sons and daughters who had settled around him. 
His house is over a hundred years old. The large live oak and magnolia trees which 
surround it were planted by Dr. Hopkins more than fifty years ago. They are covered 
with the long hanging moss which is indigenous to that country, and which adds to 
the beauty of the scenery. Dr. Joseph M. Fort moved to Boston, the county seat 
of Bowie County, and did an extensive practice. After the Civil War he moved to 
Paris, Lamar County, where he continued the practice of medicine. He was con- 
sidered one of the leading physicians of North Texas for more than a half century. 
He helped to organize the North Texas Medical Association. He died at Paris in 
1906 -at the age of about eighty-five years. His widow, one son, and a daughter, 
Mrs. Thad Preston, lived in Paris. Joe Gill of Dallas and Murray Gill of Breck- 
enridge are grandsons. 

Judge Carey Ellis of Rayville, Louisiana, whose mother was a Battle, is an- 
other outstanding character among the old Bowie County pioneers. He moved to 
Louisiana quite a number of years ago. He has been recognized as one of the lead- 
ing lawyers of that State for more than an ordinary life-time. He served as dis- 
trict attorney and as District Judge in his district for more than twenty years. 
He was also a delegate to the Constitutional Convention which framed the Consti- 
tution under which that State now operates. Judge Ellis is also president of the 
oldest bank in his home town, His son is the present district attorney of that dis- 
trict. He and the judge are partners in the practice of law at Rayville. Judge 
Ellis is seventy-five years of age and in good health. 

Another of the old-timers, who lives now in one of the original pioneer houses 
constructed nearly one hundred years ago, is Jethro O. McCutcheon, whose mother 
was a Battle. He lives at Myrtle Springs, near the railroad station of Hooks, 
Bowie County. He is eighty-three years old. He fought through the War between 
the States under General Joe Wheeler. General Wheeler says in his printed fare-, 
well address to his division that they fought in three hundred battles. When I visit- 
ed him last fall, Mr. McCutcheon was hale and hearty. He has o remarkable mem- 
ory of the past, remembering almost every camping place his division stopped at 
during the war. I saw in the sitting room of this old house a carpet, a large round- 
top marble center-table, and a bookcase that were purchased at the sale of my 
grandfather's household effects after his death im 1858. This furniture dates back 
nearly a cemtury, but still looks nice and tidy. The house is typical of the archi- 
tecture of that time. The rooms are eighteen feet square. It has broad galleries 
and a wide hall. It is in fairly good condition now. 

Hilliard Fort Smith has been an important personage in Central Texas for fifty 
years. He lives at Cameron. He is a banker and large Jand-owner. His mother 
was Harriet Fort, my mother’s oldest sister, who rode horseback with her from Ten- 
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nessee to Texas in 1836. Hilliard Smith married Miss Oxsheer and has raised a 
large family at Cameron. 

Orren Battle and his sister, Mrs. Ada Ector, children of Julius D. Battle, reside 
in Texarkana. There is also at Texarkana quite a family of Rochelles, who are 
descendants of Jethro Battle Fort. ; 

There was no inconvenience or misfortune adj udged greater by the old pioneers 
than the poor school facilities they had to tolerate in the new country. The older 
the families grew, the more children were added to them and the more manifest it 
became that they should have a change in this condition of schools. But in 1850 
there came a first-class school teacher from Virginia and opened a schoo] at Boston, 
the county seat of Bowie County. It was called the Milam Male and Female Acad- 
emy. The teacher was Mr. Booker Featherstone. He proved to be a success and 
soon had a fine patronage and school. My father, his two brothers, J. W. and J. D. 
Battle, and Dr. Joseph M. Fort moved to Boston in order to patronize this school. 
He taught there until the Civil War began, then moved to Tyler, and taught. From 
there he moved to Ladonia, Fannin County, and there, under the auspices of the Bap- 
tist Sister Grove Association, had a splendid school. The old schoolmaster finally 
moved to Cleburne, and taught. He died at Cleburne in 1877. Will Featherstone, 
a prominent Fort Worth lawyer, is a son. His widow, Mrs. Ann Featherstone, lives 
with another son, Mercer Featherstone, in Oak Cliff, Dallas, and Mrs. Mollie Tow- 
ers, who has been a capable and popular music teacher in Dallas for twenty-five 
years is his daughter. William Reilly, editor of the Craftsman, a paper published 
at Dallas, is a grandson. I have never known a man in my long life in North Texas 
that did more to cultivate and train the minds of the youth of this State than did 
Prof. William Booker Featherstone, my beloved schoolmaster, who taught me the 
alphabet. I appreciate the opportunity to honor his memory. 

While visiting Bowie County last September, I saw the ruins or debris of the 
home that my grandfather Fort built when he first arrived in Texas in 1836, also 
the house that my father and mother lived in the first year after their marriage in 


1842, They were within what is now a ten or twenty minutes’ drive from the city 


of Texarkana, 
Oh! What a change eighty-eight years has brought about! 
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CHAPTER VII 
SOME OLD LETTERS 
JOHN BATTLE! TO ELIAS FORT, CUMBERLAND, TENN. 


North Carolina, Edgecombe County, 
May 22, 1794. 


Dear Sir, 

This may inform you that I reed. your letter some time last summer, the par- 
ticular day I do not recollect, tho I was glad to receive a letter from you (which was 
the first I have received from that part of the world) * * * * Through the Mercy 
and Goodness of God I and my Family are in tolerable health at present. I bope 
these lines may find you and yours in a better state of health. My Father has been 
in a low state of health great part of the winter past, tho of late he has mended and 
can ride about the neighborhood a little. My Mother Departed this life on the 19th 
of Jany last, if I mistake not. Brother Jethro lost his Wife last summer. Many 
have removed from our parts since you left us, some to distant parts of the world 
und some to their graves, tho at present there is no great complaint of sickness in 
our parts, Against my desire and instruction at so youthful a day, Garry Fort and 
Jethro Battle’s daughter Elizabeth were married on the Qnd Day of January last, 
and have settled to house keeping on his plantation with his negroes. He has em- 
ployed an overseer and I hope will do tolerable well. When I reed. your letter he 
geemed intent to go to Cumberland: I agreed that he might go there if there was a 
good chance of company. I had bought him a good horse before, but I believe that 
the thoughts of marrying caused him to decline. I understand he talks yet of going 
sometime hence. I would be glad when you have an opportunity of writing if you 
would send me a memorandum of the ages of Garry Fort and Lewis as 1 have no 
certain acct. of their ages. 

We hear the Indians are yet very troublesome in your country and we have great 
expectation of war with England, so much that Congress has as I understand pass- 
ed an Act to raise 80,000 Troops in order to stand in our defense, tho at present with 
some there seems to be some hope of a reconciliation, Our merchants have raised 
considerably on their goods. Salt has been as high as two and a half dollars pr 
bushel. It has been reported that William Fort’s wife was dead which we hope is 
not the case, but would be glad to hear whether it be so or not. Please remember 
me, my wife, Josiah Battle, and Lewis Fort te your sons and their wives and chil- 
dren, Jacob Dickinson and his family and enquiring friends. 

Of late my wife is not troubled with the hysterick fitts as formerly. As to re- 
ligion there seems to be but dull times with us, no additions of late in our church, 
We have some disorders and dissensions among us, but for the greater part of us, I 
hope we love and fellowship each other. Pray for me. No more at present, but re- 
main yours &c 

John Battle 


1John Battle was the eldest son of the first Elisha Battle. 
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JOEL BATTLE TO HIS PROSPECTIVE FATHER-IN-LAW, 
AMOS JOHNSTON! 


Mr, Johnston 
January the 24th, 1801. 


Dear Sir 

On subjects like this, where peace of mind, and happiness are so much con- 
cerned, ceremony and compliments are both disgusting, and unnecessary. There- 
fore I shall proceed. For the want of confidence, or assurance, I make use of this 
as a vehicle to convey my solicitude for your approbation on # matter the purport 
of which is nothing less than an alliance with your Family: Or in other words: I 
most cordially crave your assent to an Union with your Daughter (to wit) Polly. 

It is by the permission of that amiable Girl that I now presume to step. for- 
ward with this request: hope you will consider that on your determination depends 
my future happiness or disquietude: let this serve for an opening to a verbal con- 
versation. Sir, I esteem it a matter of the greatest magnitude with me: therefore 
I with pleasure wait on you for an answer in any manner you shall think proper. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant etc 
Joel Battle 


JOEL BATTLE TO HIS SON, WILLIAM H. BATTLE, WHILE A STUDENT AT 
THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA 


Oak Grove, Feb. 18th, 1820. 


Dear William, 

A few days past I had the satisfaction of receiving and learning that you en- 
joyed the blessings of health and I also have the pleasure to inform you that myself, 
your mother, brothers and sisters all enjoy tolerable health, also your Aunt Ross 
and family all in moderate health. And as. far as I know the neighbors generally 
are well except a few cases. Cousin John has 2 negroes that are thought danger- 
ous, I have 2 or 3 unwell. , 

Mr. Benj Weaver returned from Virginia (he went with my hoggs) very un- 
well and continues So. He got to Shell Bank, last Tuesday was a Week, and has 
not been able to go out of the house since. I very much fear he will have a tedious 
spell. I have been to see him to day, as I do almost every day or two, and hope he 
has taken the turn for the better. He sold my pork at $6 pr. hd., er. one half until 
$rd. Monday in June. We started 152 Hoggs and got 148 to market, they averaged 
149 1-2 lbs. Those that got away came home all except 1 or 2. 

Great distress and dissatisfaction about money matters prevail in this section 
of the world. I saw 30 negroes exposed to sale in Tarboro day before yesterday 
for debt, the greater part belonged to one master. We have sheriff sales almost every 
day or 2 in this neighborhood; one to day at A. Horn’s—2 negroes sold, W. Ross 
purchased the woman at $581 and Jesse Thorp the boy at about $300. 


18ee Table 58 and facsimile preceding Table 58. 
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It is said experience is the best teacher. Many have experienced to their con- oO b> 
fusion and sorrow but it is to be hoped that so many sad examples and woeful down- Q a 
falls will teach some of us to avoid those dangerous and fatal rocks, imprudence and fr ws 
extravagance. It is enough to make an heart of adamant melt and weep to reflect t 7 
¢ i” 


on the thousands of helpless infants brought to beggary and want and no pitying 
eye to relieve. Ah! monster, imprudence and extravagance, what hast thou done! 
I have said enough on this subject. Helen Bartlett is to be married Tuesday 
evening to Mr. Burtsett of Tarboro, I have inclosed you twenty five dollars. If 
you find this is not enough, let me know. I am afraid to risk much at a time this 
way. . 
Your mother and brothers all join in love to you &c, In much haste I sub- 
scribe with much affection, yours &c. 
. J. Battle 


JOEL BATTLE TO HIS SON, WILLIAM H. BATTLE, WHILE A STUDENT AT 
THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA 


Oak Grove, April 11, 1820 
Dear William 

With pleasure we rec’d last evening your favour of the 3rd. inst. Should have 
written Sunday evening but heard there was a letter from you in office for me, and 
deferred writing to see its contents. We are much pleased to learn that you are de- 
serving and have merited by your application to your studies the honours conferred 
on you by the faculty, also that you enjoy good health and it is with pleasure J in- 
form you we all enjoy a reasonable portion of health at present. It has been gen 
erally healthy in this neighborhood since you left us. Richard and Amos are pro- 
gressing steady in their studies, their quarterly examination took place a few days 
ago, but it so happened that I could not attend and the boys could not tell me much 
about it. The teacher W. Hickok requests to be informed what book in Latin should 
be read to prepare them for that place. You will inform us in your next about the 
book and also the time when you will want the horse and gig, provided I do not come 
myself, &c. 

Very fortunately for you and us too, your cousin W. B. Ross, Jesse Thorp, and 
Benj. Weaver are about to start on a tour to the west and will set out Thursday 
morning next, if nothing unforeseen prevents, and they have consented to come by 
Chapel Hill, and carry those things you may need. You mentioned the want of a 
new suit. I have purchased and sent by W. Weaver 2 38-4 yd. B. Cloth, Have your 
coat and pantaloons and a pr. stockings and a vest made. I have inclosed in this 
$10, it being all that I can spare at present as old W. Smith has declined distilling 
and is going to the west and we have him to pay off. Besides it takes all we can 
rake and scrape to get factory in operation, but I hope in 2 or 3 weeks it will go 
into operation, and in a: little while will begin to draw back some of the precious 
stuff, &. 

Nothing very strange or important has taken place since you left us. We have 
had rather an unusual wet and cold spring, have had several very high freshets 
which took off considerable of fences and put the farmers to considerable trouble. 
We have a few days past set in to plant corn, &. 
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Your mother and children send their love to you. Catharine is at Tarboro, 
boards with cashier Lorance and goes to school and may the good Lord bless, pre- 
serve, and teach you of His ways. Farewell, * 

With affection, 
‘ I subscribe, 
J. Battle 


HENRY A. DONALDSON TO WILLIAM H. BATTLE, THEN A STUDENT AT 
THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA 


Falls, 3rd May, 1820. 
Dear William, 

I shall in all probability want a teacher for the school at this place the ensuing 
year and think it likely some of the graduates at the University might wish such a 
situation. Wil you do me the favor to make inquiry for a steady, discreet man well 
qualified, that you think would suit and know his lowest terms. His board, wash- 
ing, and lodging will be found, and he will have probably ‘about 30 students of all 
descriptions. The situation will not warrant a high salary particularly in these ex- 
tremely hard times. Should the teacher be approved and prefer it, he may take the 
school on his own account and if he should think of teaching for some years, he might 
look forward to an increase of salary. Your father will be up for you and I have 
spoken to him to converse with you on the subject before you leave. All your 
friends are well. Amos, Richard, and Dossey are at school here. 

Your friend, 
Hy. A. Donaldson. 


JOEL BATTLE TO HIS SON, WILLIAM HORN BATTLE, WHILE AT WILLIAMS- 
BOROUGH, GRANVILLE COUNTY, N. C., READING LAW UNDER 
JUDGE LEONARD HENDERSON 


Oak Grove, March 15th, 1822. 
Dear William, 

Your letter dated Feb. 12th came to hand in due time, its contents noted. Am 
sorry you should let your imagination torture you when there was no existing real- 
ity, for in truth this loathsome disease did not approach one foot nearer us, than 
when you left us. It commenced in Mother Philips’ Family, which was in a mile 
of Shell Bank, but such was the dread & terror of this disease that all communica- 
tion both between white & black was in a great degree suspended, until all persons 
both white & black were vaccinated, which was soon done by the activity of a few 
for the benefit of the whole; every soul of my family both white & black, even those 
only 2 weeks old was vaccinated & I believe all did well except some had very sore 
arms. About 9 or 10 white persons died of the disease that took it the natural way, 
perhaps more negroes than whites died; but it never reached any of our family con- 
nections or relatives. From the best information I hope that the small pox is now 
extinct in this quarter of the world. There has not been a case since the 15th of 
Feb. past, and we have every reason to believe that if the vaccine matter can be 
kept genuine & vaccination attended to, there will not another case of the small pox 
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occur in this country. We have such evidence before us of its preventative powers 
that we can say with confidence that the cow pox is a preventative of small pox. 

One reason of my not writing before this is now removed. Your mother has 
another fine daughter [Caroline C. Battle, who lived only 17 months], born the 6th 
inst., was very sick about a week which prevented my writing by the last mail. She 
is now recovered & we hope will do well; the child is large & healthy & they say 
pretty. We have no name for her & it is the request that you should send her a 
name. 

Amos is at school at Hilliardston where we expect to send Catharine in a week 
or two. Richd, Duke, & Dossey are at school at Town Creek; they say W. Crowel 
is an excellent teacher & they learn fast. We are going on as usual all in reason- 
able health, your Aunt Ross & James & Charity expect to get off about the 1st of 
April. James has sent the bal. of his negros by Jo, Fort who left for Tennessee 
a few days ago. 

E. Gray’s property almost all of it was sold the 7th inst. to pay his bill of ex- 
travagance, scarcely 24 & all gone, sad reflection with the prospect of a plenty of 
children. Wild Henry has also slipt through the gate. These are loud monitors 
to young men, My son be wise, consider for what purpose the all wise God has 
placed you here, and try to esteem the kernel more than the shell, the soul more 
than the body. 

Your mother, sister, and brothers Isaac & Columbus join with me in love to 
you. 

With affection and regard, 
I subscribe, 
Joel Battle 
N. B. 

Have inclosed $50 for Judge Henderson, & will in a short time remit another 
$50, I did not get but a small part of my pork money, but shall sell my cotton 
soon for cash. Let us hear from you soon, ; 


POLLY BATTLE TO HER SON, WILLIAM H. BATTLE, WHILE READING LAW 
UNDER JUDGE LEONARD HENDERSON NEAR WILLIAMS- 
BOROUGH, GRANVILLE CO., N. 6. 


Oak Grove, September 15th, 1822. 
Dear Son, : 

I with pleasure inform you of the health of our family, we are about to-day, but 
cannot say how long it will be the case? The children have all been sick, but the 
lcast she is as fat as a pig. Your father is very unwell with a rising in his head, 
but has gone to see Jorden Barney, who is very like to die. Our black family is 
sickly as is commonly the case this time of year, but have had only one death as ye}. 
Tempy’s child died last Sunday with fits. The people continue to die in this part of 
the world, both old and young are victims to death. It is time for all of us to be 
up and doing what we can, for in an hour when we think not, the Son of Man cum- 
eth.. Therefore I wish you to remember your Creator in the days of your youth, so 
you may not be afraid to die. The great business of life is to prepare for death. 

Your grand-mother was here a few weeks ago, she was well; she lost her son 
Robert in July. The rest of our relatives are in good health. We had letters from 
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your Aunt Ross, they are well. James said he knew you wrote the letter that was 
sent for Polly by what was said about the girls, he said he must come and see some- 
thing about them. It was not determined whether your Aunt and C. H. would re- 
turn with James or not; they had not been to look at a place to live when they wrote. 
They said they wanted your father to make up his mind about the purchase of their 
land; he has not said yet what he will do. You had better.come and help purchase 
it, bring your gold and silver with you. The children are all at home but A. and 
C. they are at Hilliardston, Duke is also with them. Mr. Stone is courting Mrs. 
Rosa Hines, he has been by here twice, he says you must be at the examination. -I 
have been up there, and I was much pleased with the place and better with the peo- 
ple. They talk about you and say you are to live in their neighborhood, they have 
given you the name of little factory. Richard says you must come and help kill 
minks and owls or you will lose your dose of chicken pie. 

I wish you to write what sort of clothes you will want and they will be ready 
for you. IJ must finish as it is getting late and my eyes fai] very fast. Al] have 
gone to bed and I am alone thinking of you, and may the Lord keep you safe is the 
prayer of your loving mother, 


Polly Battle 
Give my respects to the Judge & lady. 


CATHARINE ANN BATTLE TO HER BROTHER, WILLIAM HORN BATTLE, 
WHILE HE WAS READING LAW UNDER JUDGE LEONARD HENDER- 
SON AT WILLIAMSROROUGH, GRANVILLE COUNTY, N. C. 


Littleton Oct 28rd 1823 
My Beloved Brother 


- The receipt of your letter gave me great pleasure as I had nearly become con- 
firmed in the idea that you had quite forgotten me. I can the more readily forgive 
your negligence however having keen guilty of the same myself, though as an older 
brother I had a right to expect you would write me first. I should have answered 
your letter last week but was prevented by attending a wedding party to which we 
were all invited about 6 miles from here. We anticipated a great deal of pleasure 
as it was the first thing of the kind in which we have participated since we came here, 


and you know occasional relaxation of this nature invigorates the mind and enables 


us to apply ourselves to study with greater diligence. The company assembled were 
tolerably numerous, though our own party almost constituted the majority. I had 
forgotten to mention that the persons married were Miss Martha Faleoner to Mr. 
Isaac Falconer, strangers no doubt to you. Our session closes on the 19th of Novr. 
when I expect to return home. I am more pleased with this school than any I ever 
attended before and I hope to continue here as J expect it will be still better next 
year. You may wish to know my studies they are English grammar, geography, 
chymistry, spelling, arithmetick, and history which I think is a very pleasing study 
to an attentive mind. I am also taking musick lessons, I have learnt only 5 tunes. 
We have no musick teacher, one of the Miss Little’s gives me lessons. I forgot to 
tell you I saw your old friend Mr. Obryan at the wedding, he had a very large boil 
on his face which made him look as if he had a double cheek. I have nothing more 


NOHDITIOO ADO TVaMaS 
Laven Winoovosyd 


